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He  who  intends  fadvife  the  Yo  u  N  G  and  G  AY, 

Mufl  quit  the  common  Road the  formal  Way 

Which  Hum-drum  Pedants  take  to  make  Folks  wife, 

By  praiftng  Virtue^  and  decrying  Vke. 

Let  Parfons  tell  what  dreadful  Ills  will  fall    . 

On  fuch  as  HJlen  when  their  P affiant  call  : 

We  from  fuch  things  our  Pupils  to  affright. 

Say  not  they're  S  l  N  s}  but  that  they  re  U  N  P  O  L  I  T  E. 

fo  Jbew  their  Courage.,  Eeaus  would  often  dart 

By  blackeft  Crimes  to  brave  old  Lucifer  : 

But  wfa,  of  Breeding  nice,  of  Carriage  civil, 

Would  trefpafs  on  Good-manners  for  the  Deiil 

Or,  merely  to  difplay  his  Want  of  Fear, 

Be  damnd  hereafter,  to  be  laugh" d  at  here  ? 

L    O    N  D    O    N, 

Printed  by  J.  WILSON:  And  Sold  by  E.  NUTT,    at  tht 

Royal- Excise  ;  and  A.  D  o  D  D,  without  Vemple-Bar. 

MDCCXXXVr.     (Pike  One  Shilling.) 


PREFACE 

T  O     T  H  E 

READER. 

HE  POLITE  PHILOSOPHER 
was  printed  originally  at  -E- 
dinburgb,  and  Part  of  the  E* 
dition  fent  up  to  London.  The 
Novelty  of  the  Title,  and(to 
fay  Truth)  of  the  Performance  itfelf,  for  it 
is  written  in  a  manner  never  before  made 
ufe  of  in  our  Language,  recommended  it 
to  fome,  and  prejudiced  it  in  the  Opinion 
of  others  j  but  Time,  which  is  the  Touch- 
ftone  of  fuch  Produftions,  did  Juftice 
to  this  Workj  and  at  laft  procured  it  an 
Efteem  not  only  here  but  abroad.  This* 

A  to- 


ii  PREFACE  to  the  R  E  A  D  E  R. 
together  with  my  great  Efleem  for  its  in- 
genious Author,  who  is  now  in  Italy,  and 
who  is  allow'd  by  all  who  know  him,  to  be 
truly  a  POLITE  PHILOSOPHER,  occafion'd 
my  fending  this  Second  Edition  into  the 
World. 

THE  Intent  of  the  Author,  for  I  very 
knew  his  Intent,  was  to  make  Men 
afham'd  of  their  Vices,  by  (hewing  them 
how  ridiculous  they  were  made  by  them, 
and  how  impoflible  it  was  for  a  bad  Man 
to  be  Polite.  It  may  be,  graver  Books  have 
been  written  on  this  Subjeft,  but  few  more 
to  the  Point  j  its  Author  being  equally 
skill'd  in  Books  and  in  Men,  in  the  dead 
•guagcs  and  the  living  :  I  prefume  there- 
fore, that  his  Obfervations  will  be  gene- 
rally found  true,  and  his  Maxims  juft. 

AT  firft  Sight  it  may  feem  that   t 
Boo1  -Iculated  only  for  a  few;  but  I 

leave  to  obfcrve,  that  in  truth  there  are 
but  few  to  whom  it  may  not  be  ufcful.    As 

every 
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/every  Man  in  his  Station  ought  to  be  ho- 
neft,  fo  every  Man  in  his  Behaviour  may 
be  Polite  :  nay,  he  ought  to  be  fo,  becaufe 
he  will  be  fure  to  find  his  account  in  it ; 
fince  it  is  a  Quality  eafier  difcern'd,  and  of 
confequence  fooner  rewarded,  than  the  for- 
mer. We  muft  know  and  converfe  with  a 
Man,  to  be  convinced  of  his  Probity  ; 
whereas  we  perceive  at  firft  Sight  whether 
he  has  Good-manners,  by  this  we  are  pre- 
judiced in  his  Favour :  and  who  then  would 
not  ftrive  to  learn  an  Art  at  once  fo  eafy, 
and  fo  extenfive  in  its  Ufe  ? 

BUT  if  it  be  beneficial  to  All,  it  is  pe- 
culiarly neceflary  to  YOUTH.  It  is  at  once 
a  Remedy  for  Bafhfulnefs,  and  a  Preferva- 
tive  againft  the  contrary  Vice.  A  Polite 
Perfon  ftands  in  the  Middle  between  a 
fheepilh  Modefty,  and  a  diftafteful  Bold- 
nefs.  'Tis  the  Habit  which  adds  the  laft 
Polifh  to  Education,  brightens  the  Man  of 
Letters,  and  fpreads  a  Glofs  over  that  Sort 
of  Learning  which  would  otherwife  ap~, 
A  2  pear 
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pear  pedantick.  The  Polite  Man  may  not 
only  underftand  Latin  and  Greek,  but  may 
alfo  introduce  them  into  Difcourfe,  provi- 
ded it  be  before  proper  Company,  and  on 
a  proper  Occafion.  The  unpolifhed  Scholar 
lugs  them  in  whenever  they  occur  j  quotes 
OVID  to  his  Miftrefs,  and  repeats  a  Paf- 
fage  from  POLYJF.NUS  to  a  Captain  of 
the  Guards.  To  our  Youth  therefore  I  beg 
c  to  recommend  this  concife  Manual, 
which  will  coft  them  but  little  Time  to 
read,  and  no  great  Pains  to  pra&ife. 


Tothe  AUTHOR  of  the 
POLITE  PHILOSOPHER. 

.  ----  Velat  materna  tempora  MYKTO.    Virg. 

WHEN  Vice,  the  Shelter  of  a  Mask  dif- 
daitfd, 


Folly  triumph9  d,  and  a  NE  RO  reign9 
PETRONIUS  rofe,  Satiric,  yet  Polite, 
Andjhetfd  the  glaring  Monfterfull  in  Sight  ,• 
To  puUick  Mirth  exposed  the  Imperial  Beaft, 
And  made  his  wanton  Court  the  common 

IN  your  corretferQage  his  Wit  we  fee, 
And  all  the  Roman  lives  re  ft  or9  d  in  thee. 
So  is  the  Apiece  proportioned  to  our  Times, 
For  evry  Age  diverjifies  its  Crimes  ; 
And  Vice,  with  PROTEus-^r/1,  /';;  one  conceals 
What  in  the  next  more  boldly  it  reveals  : 
In  different  Shapes  drives  on  the  Lajh'mg-efradey 
And  makes  the  World  one  changing  Mafquerade. 


vl  To  the  AUTHOR. 

griping  Wrttcb,  wbifi  Jrfricc  refa  tb* 


Town* 

To  gain  bis  3*oi*ty  a  boly  Look  ptits  tn  ; 
To  Earth  direfts  bis  Hands,  to  Heaven  bis  Ejes, 
Aid,  with  a  Shew  of  Grace,  defrauds  and  lies. 
Tic1  ambitious  Courtier,  but  for  different  Ends, 
Witbfetmng  Zeal  the  <J>ullick  Good  defends. 
TV  Entbttjia/t  tbinks  to  him  the  Standard  gitf* 
Of  Trrttb  Divine,  the  MaJler-K<y  of  Hcavjn. 
7*be  ^Pettifogger  fte\i,  fupforts  the  Caufe 
Jfavc'er  unjttft,  and  wrejls  tbt  injurd  Laws. 
To  Courage  Bullies  ;  Fops  to  Wit  pretend  ; 
And  all  can  projlitute  the  Name  of  Friend. 
T*t  t  bo*  Men  want  but  Eyes  to  fee  the  Cheat, 
They  cbufe  t  and  help  their  own  Deceit. 

The  Fools  refign  thetnfehes  , 

IVbicb  c-i-  '.urfttes  bis  private  II 

THE  Qucftion,  Fo  R  R  E  s  T  E  R  ,  is  fometbing  bard  • 
Htnajball  the  Wife  the  motley  Scene  rtga. 

Whtlt 
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While  Men  ourfilves,  can  we  unmwfdjland  by  ? 
3>ain*d  Jhall  we  fimk  ?  or  guiltlefs  Jhall  we  cry  ? 
Humanity  to  Grief  wotfd  give  the  Rule, 
Butjironger  Reafonftdes  with  Ridicule. 

0!  that  thy  Wor%y  inftrutfive  lut  rejitfd, 
T'he  f  leafing  Image  cf  your  eafy  Mind, 
(Which,  like  the  Statues  wrought  ty  Phidian  Art , 
Is  one  fair  Whole y  compleat  in  every  <P art) 
May  cure  the  lighter  Follies  of  the  Age, 
Cool  Bigot-Zeal,  andfoften  <P arty-Rage*, 
Exfofe  Ill-Nature,  ^Pedantry  overcome, 
Strike  Affectation  dead,  and  Scandal  dumb ; 
Reft  ore  free  Corner fe  to  its  native  Light, 
Atid  teach  Mankind,  rmth  Eafe>  to  grow  Polite. 

fH  EN  round  thy  Brow  the  Myrtle  Garland 
twine, 

*The  grateful  Recompcnce  of  Toils  like  thine  : 
Secure  in  all  you  write  or  do,  to  fhafe, 

'Join  Wit  with  Senfe,  with  Undemanding  Eafe. 

Already 
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'Already  here  your  jttjl  Afplaufes  rife, 
And  tbt  BELLES  read  you  with  tranfported  Eyes'. 
Some  in  t 'be  facet eft  Notes  repeat  tby  Lays, 
Others  harmonious,  fpeak  the  Author's  Vratfe  ; 
AJl  to  approve,  with  equal  Zeal  confpire  : 
What  more  can  Fortune  give  ? or  you  defirc. 

AS  PARIS,  hft  in  pajjionate  Surprize, 
To  Love's  refiftlefs  Queen  ajfign'd  the  <Prize  : 
So  while  you  Beauty  treat  witbfucb  Regard, 
'The  lovely  Theme  Jhall  be  your  left  Reward-, 
VENUS  Jhall  from  the  Shepherd?*  Debt  be  free, 
And,  by  the  Fatfnte  Fair,  repay  the  Debt  to  thee. 


T  II  E 


THE 


POLITE  PHILOSOPHER, 


ETHOD  requires  tlfaf,  irt  tt\y 
Entrance  on  this  Work,  I  fliould 
explain  the  Nature  of  that  Sci- 
ence to  which  I  have  given  the 
Name  of  Po  L  i  T  E  PHILOSO- 
PHY- and  tho'  I'm  not  very  apt 
to  write  methodically,  yet  I  think  it  becomes  me, 
on  this  occafion,  to  fliew  that  my  Title  is  foriie- 
what  a  propos. 

FOLKS  who  are  skill'd  hi  Greek,  tell  us,  that 
PHILOSOPHY  means  no  more  than  the  Love 
of  Wifdom  $  and  I,  by  the  Adjiiftftion  of  PO- 
LITE, would  be  underitood  to  mean  that  Sort 
of  Wifdom  which  teaches  Men  to  be  at  Peace  in 
rhcmftlves,  and  neither  by  their  Words  or  Beha- 
viour to  diiturb  the  Peace  of  others, 

B  Ac  A- 
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ACADEMICAL  Criticks  may,  perhaps,  ex- 
:hat  I  fhould,  at  leait,  quote  Tome  Greek  Sage 
,  as  the  Patron  of  that  kind  of  Know- 
ledge which  I  am  about  to  reftore  ;   and,  as  I 
\  myfclf  on  obliging  every  Man  in  his  way, 
I  fhall  put  them  in  mind  of  one  ARISTIPPUS, 
who  was  Profeflbr  of  <Pobte  Vbilofopby  at  Syra- 
cufey  in  the  Days  of  the  famous  King  D  i  o  N  v- 
>,    in  whofc  Favour  he  flood  higher  ' 
PLATO  himfelf.     Should  they  go  farther, 
and  demand  an  account  of  his  ,    I  mud 

turn  them  over  to  HORACE,   who  has  com- 
i  them  all  in  one  Line. 

Omnis  ARISTIPPUM  dt  cult  color,  ££  Jta- 
,  t?  y«« 


preferv'd  a  ecnftaat  Fra: 
*fhrougb  evry  1  ':  the  fame. 

the  Court  of  the  King  of  Sicily,  this  wife 

enjoy  'd  all  th  i:id  have 

y'd  a  ft.  laid  ;    but  it  was  the  Ufc  of 

him  a  true  Philofophcr  :  He 

impcratc  in  iru  :c  he  poflciied  them  ; 

without  them,  when  tlu 
^   pc-wcr.     Iii  a  v.ord,  lie  had  the  Integrity 
of  D  x  o  c  F.  N  s  "  u:  his  Q.u;  and 
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as  his  Wifdom  was  ufeful  to  himfelf,  fo  it  ren- 
der'd  him  agreeable  to  the  reft  of  the  World. 

ARISTIPPUS  had  many  Pupils  ;  but  for 
the  regular  Succeffion  in  his  School,  it  has  either 
not  been  recorded  by  the  Greek  Writers,  or  at 
leafi  by  any  of  them  that  have  come»  to  my  Hand. 
Among  the  Romans,  indeed,  this  kind  of  Know- 
ledge was  in  the  higheft  Efteem,  and  that  at  the 
Time  when  the  Reputation  of  the  Commonwealth 
was  at  its  greatefl  Height.  S  c  i  p  i  o  was  lefs 
cliftinguimed  by  the  Lawrcls  he  acquired  from 
foreign  Conquefls,  than  by  the  Myrtle  Garland 
he  wore  as  a  Profeflbr  in  this  Art.  The  familiar 
Betters  of  C  i  c  E  R  o  are  fo  many  fhort  Le&urcs 
in  our  Science,  and  the  Life  ofPoMPONius 
ATTICUS  a  Praxis  only  on  ^Polite  Qhikfopby. 

I  WOULD  not  be  fufpedted  to  mention  thefc 
great  Names,  with  an  Intent  to  difplay  my  Learn- 
ing ,•  far  be  it  from  me  to  write  a  Satire  on  the 
Age  :  All  I  aim  at,  is  to  convince  the  Beaux  Ef- 
prits  of  our  Times,  that  what  I  teach  they  may 
receive  without  Difparagemenr,  fince  they  tread 
thereby  in  the  fame  Road  with  the  greateft  He- 
roes of  Antiquity ;  and,  in  this  way  at  leail, 
emulate  the  Characters  of  ALEXANDER  and 
C^E  s  A  R.  Or,  if  thofe  old-fafhion'd  Comman- 
ders excite  not  their  Ambition,  I  will  venture  to 
allure  them,  that  in  this  Track  only,  they  will  be 
B  2  able 
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•;pro$ch  the  immortr-1  Fr 
•rioiis   from    his  Courage,   and 
from  his  Clemen  '.efs  diftinguMcd  by 

ittentfs. 

A  r  T  r  r    : 

Example 

:ig  notii 

j  for 

:>S. 


T,  r*s  \  f  the  grcatcft  Impc- 

•its   in   :  .ul    of   a   'Polite  &* 

•js  upoi)  him  to  i 

for,  ought,  at  Icaft,  not  to  give  an  i1!  Example 

:r  for  me 

"C   rt- 

-,  ipfc  j'. 

rhe    fake    of  the 
h  ;  and   into 

'2- 

te  bear; 
}oti  apf 


THV*   y-)ii  f^c  mcft.ippM  of  the   i 

.-id  arc  j 
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to  confider  me  only  as  a  School-fellow  playing 
•the  Matter,  that  we  may  the  better  conquer  the 
Difficulties  of  our  Task. 


proceed  then  in  the  Character,  which,  for 
own  fake  as  well  as  yours,  I  have  put  on,  let 
me  remind  you,  in  the  firit  Place, 

THAT  Reafon,  however  antique  you  may 
think  it,  is  a  Thing  abfolutely  neceflary  in  the 
Compofition  of  him  who  endeavours  at  acquiring 
a  philosophical  tyolitenefs  ;  and  let  us  receive  it  as 
£  Maxim,  That  without  fyafon  there's  no  being 
a  Fine  Gentleman. 

HOWEVER,  to  foften  at  the  fame  time  that 
we  yield  to  this  Conftraint,  I  tell  my  blooming 
Audience  with  Pleafure,  that  Reafon,  like  a 
Fop's  Under-waiitcoat,  may  be  wore  out  of  fight ; 
and,  provided  it  be  but  worn  at  all,  I  ihall  not 
quarrel  with  them,  though  Vivacity,  like  a  laced 
Shirt,  be  put  over  to  conceal  it :  For,  to  purfue 
the  Comparifon,  our  Minds  fufter  no  lefs  from 
Indtfcrtfifo)  than  our  Bodies  from  the  Injuries  of 
Weather. 

NEXT  to  this,  another  out-of-the-way  Qua- 
lification mult  be  acquired,  and  rhar  is  Cctlmnefs. 
l^t  not  the  Smarts  of  the  L^ivcrr&y.,  the  Sparks 
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of  the  Side-boxes,  or  the  genteel  Flatterers  of 
the  Drawing-room,  imagine  that  I  will  deprive 
them  of  thofc  elevated  Enjoyments,  drinking  Tea 
with  a  7oaft,  gallanting  a  Fan,  or  roving,  like  a 
Butterfly,  through  a  Parterre  of  Beauties  :  No,  I 
am  far  from  being  the  Author  of  fuch  feverc  In- 
ftitutions ;  but  am,  on  the  contrary,  willing  to 
indulge  them  in  their  Pleafures,  as  long  as  they 
prcfcrve  their  Senfes.  By  which  I  would  be  un- 

rftood  to  mean,   while  they  ad  in  Charat' 
and  fuflfer  not  a   fond  Inclination,    an   afpiring 
Vanity,  or  a  giddy  Freedom,  to  tranfport  them 
into  the   doing   any  Thing   which   may   for: 
prcfent  Advantages,  or  entail  upon  them  future 
Pain. 

HALL  have  frequent  occasion,  in  the  fol- 
lowing Pages,  to  fhew,  from  Examples,  of  w] 
mighty  Ufe  Reafoa,  and  an  undifturbcd  Temper, 
arc  to  Men  of  great  Commerce  in  the  World 
and  therefore  fhall  infill  no  farther  on  them  here/ 

TH  E  laft  Difpofition  of  the  Soul  which  I  fliall 
mention,  as  nccetfary  to  him  who  would  become 

Proficient  in  this  Science,  is  Good-  f  a 

Qiiality,  which,  as  Mr.  D  HYDE  N  faid  in  a 
}  B  to  one  of  the  bcft-natur'd  Men  of  his 

line,  dcferves  the  highcit  Eitccm,  th 
an  unaccountable   I)  and 

Morals,  ltmccts  ^ 
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be  any  Thing  more  amiable  in  human  Nature^ 
than  to  think,  to  fpeak,  and  to  do,  whatever 
Good  lies  in  our  Power  unto  All  ?  No  Man  who 
looks  upon  the  Sun,  and  who  feels  that  Chear- 
fulnefs  which  his  Beams  infpire,  but  would  rather 
wiih  himfelf  like  fo  glorious  a  Being,  than  to  re- 
femble  the  Tyger,  however  formidable  for  its 
Fiercenefs,  or  the  Serpent,  hated  for  his  Hitting, 
and  dreaded  for  his  Sting.  Good-Nature  may, 
indeed,  be  made  almoft  as  diffufive  as 
light ;  but  fhort  are  the  Ravages  of  the 
innocent  the  Bite  of  a  Serpent,  to  the  Vengeance 
of  a  canker'd  Heart,  or  the  Malice  of  an  enve~ 
miri'd  "fougne.  To  this  let  me  add  another  Ar- 
gument in  Favour  of  this  Benevolence  of  Soul, 
and  farther  Perfuafions  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  be 
unneceifary.  Good- Nature  adorns  every  Perfec- 
tion a  Man  is  Mailer  of,  and  throws  a  Veil  over 
every  Blemifli  which  would  otherwife  appear.  In 
a  word,  like  a  skilful  ^Painter,  it  places  his  Vir- 
tues in  the  faireli  Light,  and  cafts  all  his  Foibles 
into  Shade. 

THUS,  in  a  few  Words,  Senfe,  Moderation, 
and  Sweetnejs  are  eflential  to  a  Oolite  tybilofo- 
pber  :  And  if  you  think  you  can't  acquire  tbefit 
e'en  lay  my  Book  afide  •  but  before  you  do  that, 
indulge  me  yet  a  Moment  longer.  Nature  de- 
nies the  firll  to  few ;  the  fecond  is  in  every  Man's 
Power;  and  no  M#n  need  be  without  the  laft, 

who 
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\vho  either  values  general  Efleem,  or  is  not  iit- 
tiiifcrcnt  to  pubHck  Hate.  For,  to  fay  Truth, 
what  is  neceflary  to  make  an  honelt  Man,  pro- 
perty applied,  would  make  a  polite  one  :  and  as: 

try  one  would  take  it  amifs,  if  w«  fl. 
clony  him  it  Appellation  ;  To  you  may 

from  thence,  how  few  there  arc,  who,  but 
from  their  own  Indifcrction,  may  deferve  the  fe~ 
cond.  It  is  Want  of  Attention,  not  Capacity,. 
which  leaves  us  fo  many  Brutes  ;  and  I  flatter  my 

KTC  will  be  fewer  of  this  Species,  if  any  of 
them  can  be  ;d  on  to  read  this.  A  Dc- 

fcription  of  their  Faults  is  to  fuch  the  rittcll  Lec- 

;  for  few  Moniters  there  are  who  can 
nfclvcs  in  a  Giafs. 


./  Follfa,  isbcn  <  >:s 

•rc'fo  bady  to  I  ear  the  odious  Sight. 
-ikindy  in  Htrds,  thro'  Farce  ofCttftomft 
lead  td'  •  into  Error's  llty  ; 

:be  R0ady  forgetful  of  the  I 
<k<;t  and  without  'Thought  oj/ 

M  .  e  pcrhn;  many  of 

them  :ied  to  think 

•jlilhmcnr,  tl 

iary  :  |  i;i  order  to  tfl  hap- 

y,  from  thence,   pa; 
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than  my  Inftru&ions  require,  unlefs  I  can  con- 
vince them  they  are  in  the  wrong.  In  order  to 
which,  I  mult  put  them  in  mind,  that  the  Tran- 
quillity, and  even  Felicity  of  our  Days,  depends 
as  ftrongly  on  finatt  Things,  as  on  great ;  of 
which  Men  may  be  eafily  convinced,  if  they  but 
reflecl  how  great  Uneafinefs  they  have  experienced 
from  crofs  Accidents,  although  they  related  but 
to  Trifles  •  and  at  the  fame  time  remember,  that 
Difquiet  is  of  all  others  the  greateft  Evil,  let  it 
arife  from  what  it  will. 

Now,  in  the  Concerns  of  Life,  as  in  thofe  of 
Fortune,  Numbers  are  brought  into  what  are 
called  bad  Circumftances,  from  fmall  Neglects, 
rather  than  from  any  great  Errors  in  material 
Affairs.  People  are  too  apt  to  think  lightly  of 
Shillings  and  Pence,  forgetting  that  they  are  the 
conftituent  Parts  of  Pounds,  until  the  Deficiency 
in  the  greater  Article,  fliew  them  their  Miflake, 
and  convince  them,  by  fatal  Experience,  of  a 
Truth  which  they  might  have  learnt  from  a  little 
Attention,  viz.  that  great  Sums  are  made  up  of 
fmall. 

E  x  A  c  T  L  Y  parallel  to  this,  is  that  wrong 
Notion  which  many  have,  that  nothing  more  is 
due  from  them  to  fheir  Neighbours,  than  what 
refults  from  a  Principle  of  Honefty,  which  com- 
mands us  to  pay  our  Debts,  and  forbids  us  to  do 
C  Inju- 
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I  /ens  a   thoufand   little  Civil/tier, 

-ncieSy    and  Endeavours    to   give   others 

I  quifit*  to  keep  up  the  Rciifh  of 

,  and  procure  us  that  Affc&ion  and  Efteem 

which  every  Man,  who  has  a  Senfe  of  it,  muft 

And  in  the  right  timeing  and  difcreet 

.agcment  of  thefc  Pondilk/s,  confifts  the  Ef- 

c  of  what  we  call 


HQ-JO  many  know  the  general  Rules  of  A 
""Icb  unto  Tablets  human  Form  impa: 

'tf  the  rlfing  B>' 

The  Ncfe,  the  /  }  Feature  JL. 

Can,  ..nit  ate  the  & 

And  •>:>  can  fix  them 

tn  'tis  done  i  nnflcafmg  to  tt: 
'  likejhe  ^Piffttre^  ftrtkcs  not  with  Delight  : 

K  alone  gives  the  cnamcWd  Face 
A  [  '-iiefS)  and  a  ghfy  Grace. 

•  r  i     5  mendlyfpeaki         .  ircr 

:carc 

N  o  R  i  u  s  and  G  A  R  c; 
iy  Acquaintance,  whofc 
\.e   perfectly  conf:  nd  inall  rc- 

withoii;  'on. 

Ho- 
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Ho  NO  R i u  s  is  aPerfon  equally  diitinguifL'd 
by  his  Birth  and  Fortune.  He  has,  naturally, 
Good  Senfe,  and  that  too  hath  been  improved  by 
a  regular  Education.  His  Wit  is  lively,  and  his 

Morals  without  a  Stain. Is  not  this  an 

amiable  Character  ?  Yet  HONOR  lus  is  not 
beloved.  He  has,  fome  way  or  other,  contracted 
a  Notion,  that  it  is  beneath  a  Man  of  Honour 
to  fall  below  the  Height  of  Truth  in  any  Degree, 
or  on  any  Occafion  whatfoever.  From  this  Prin- 
ciple he  fpeaks  bluntly  what  he  thinks,  without 
regarding  the  Company  who  are  by.  Some 
Weeks  ago  he  read  a  Lecture  on  female  Hypo- 
crify  before  a  married  Couple,  though  the  Lady 
was  much  fufpected  on  that  Head.  Two  Hours 
after  he  fell  into  a  warm  Declamation  acsainft  Si- 
mmy and  tyntjlcrafi,  before  two  Dignitaries  of 
the  Church.  And,  from  a  continued  Courfe  of 
this  fort  of  Behaviour,  hath  render'cl  himfclf 
dreaded  as  a  Monitor,  inflead  of  being  etfeemed 
as  a  Friend. 

GARCIA,  on  the  contrary,  came  into  the 
World  under  the  greatcft  Disadvantages.  His 
Birth  was  mean,  and  his  Fortune  not  to  be  mcn- 
tion'd  :  Yet,  though  he  is  fcarce  Fort}',  he  has 
acquired  a  handfome  Eftate  in  the  Country,  and 
lives  on  it  with  more  Reputation  than  molt  of  his 
Neighbours,  Wirie  a  Servitor  at  the  Umvcrfhy, 

C  2  be 
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he,  by  his  Afliduities,  recommended  himfelf  to 
a  noble  Lord,  and  thereby  procured  a  Plac 

Pounds  a  Year,  in   a  publick  Office.    His 
:•;  there  made  him  as  many  Frien, 
..tuns  belonging  to  that  Board.     His 
i    doing   Favou  .cd    him    the 

rs  of  his  In!  :cc  for  thofc 

in  the  highcft  Ch  in  the  Office,  prcx. 

him  their  Goodwill  ,•   and  the  Complacency  he 
to  his  Equals,   and  thofc  immediately 
above  him,  made  them  efpoufe  his  Intcrclt  with 

Warmth  as  they  did  their  « 
By  this  Management,  in  ten  Years  time,  he  rofe 
to  the  Poileflion  of  an  Office  which  brought  him 

.id  Pounds  a  Year  Salary,   and 

double  as  much  in  Pcrquifitcs.     Affluence  hath 

made  no  Alteration  in  his  Manners.     The  fame 

•       ^cfs  of  Difpofition  attends  him  in  that  For- 

ch   it  lv  him  ;    and  he  is,  at 

:;ht  of  all  wlio  know   him, 

Art  lie  has  of  pcrfuading   them,    that 

id  their  Interests  are  equally  dear 

to  him  with  his  ov.  ,o,  if  it  i  his 

power,   would   rcfufc  what  Ho  NO  RI  us    pof- 

And  who  would  not  wifh  that  Pofleflion 

axompanicd  A  R  c  i  A'S  Difpofition  ? 

I  FLATTER  mvfclf,  that  by  this  -noft 

<  vd  a  tolcrabk 

arid  a  jiift  Notion  c  i  our 

PaJ 
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Paffage  through  Life  :  I  mud,  however  caution 
them  of  one  Thing  ;  that,  under  Pretence  of  tyo- 
lltenefs,  they  fall  neither  into  a  Contempt  nor 
Careleflhefs  of  Science. 

A  M  A  N  may  have  much  Learning  without 
being  a  Pedant  :  Nay,  it  is  neceflary  that  he 
Ihould  have  a  confiderable  Stock  of  Knowledge 
before  he  can  be  ^Polite.  The  Glofs  is  never 
given  till  the  Work  is  finifhed;  without  it  the 
beft-wrought  Piece  looks  clumfy  :  But  Varnilh 
over  a  rough  Board,  is  a  prepofterous  Daub.  In 
a  word,  that  Rule  of  Ho  R  A  c  E,  Mifcere  utik 
dnkiy  fo  often  quoted,  can  never  be  better  ap- 
plied, than  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  where  neither 
of  the  Qualities  can  fubfiit  without  the  other. 

With  Drcfs,for  once,  the  Ride  cf  Life  we'll  place, 
Cloth  is  plain  Settfe,  and  poliftfd  Breeding  Lace. 
Men  may  in  bctb  miftake  the  true  Defign  ; 
fools  oft  are  tawdry,  when  they  would  befne  • 
An  equal  Mixture,  both  of  Ufe  and  Show, 
from  giddy  Fops,  points  the  accomplijtfd  Beaux. 


HAVING  now  gone  through  the 
of  folite  '•phikfophy,  'tis  requifite  we  Ihould  de- 

fccnxi 
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i  with  greater  Particularity  into  its  fevcral 
Branches. 

Fo  R  though  Exatf fiefs  would  not  be  of  a  Piece 
cither  with  the  Nature  or  Intent  of  this  Work, 
•ome  Order  is  abfolutely  neccflary,  becaufe 
nothing   is  more   impolite  than   to  be  obfcure- 
Some  Philofophers  have,   indeed,  prided   them- 
>ficrioits  way  of  Speaking  ;  wrapping 
their  Maxims  in  fo  tough  a  Coat,  that  the  Ker- 
nel, when  found,  tidom  atoned  for  the  Pains  of 
die  Finder. 

THE  polite  Sage  thinks  in  quite  ft  different 
.     tPerffiarity  is  the  Garment  in  which  his 
Conceptions  appear ;   and  his  Scntirr.  rhcy 

arc  of  any  U(e,  carry  this  additional  Advantage 
them,  that  fcarcc  any  Labour  is  required  in 
attaining  them.     Graver  Difcourfcs,  like  Gnhni- 
c*l  Medicines,  are  often  formidable  in  their  Fi- 
,1  naufeous  in  their  Tattc.    Lectures  from 
a  Dodor  in  our  Science,  like  a  chcr. 
tbn,  convey  Knowledge  as  it  WITC  by  Drops, 
rcitorc  Senfe,  as  the  other  does  Health,  without 
the  Apparatus  of  Phyfick. 

Harjb  to  the  Heart,  and  grating  to  tbe  1 
Who  can  Reproof  witbc  :xnce  bear  ? 
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Why  againft  Qr lefts  the  general  Hatefoftrong, 
But  that  they  pew  us  all  we  do  is  wrong  ? 
Wit  well  applfd,  does  weightier  Wifdom  right, 
And  gives  us  Knowledge,  while  it  gives  Delight. 
Thus  on  the  Stage  we  with  Applaufe  behold 
What  would  have  pain'd  us  from  the  Pulpk  told. 

I  T  is  now  time  to  apply  what  we  have  already 
advanced,  to  thofe  Points  in  which  they  may  be 
the  moil  ufeftil  to  us  ;  and  therefore  we  will  be- 
gin by  confidering  what  Advantage  the  Practice 
of  them  will  procure,  in  refpect  to  thofe  three 
Things  which  are  elteemed  'of  the  greateft  Con- 
fequence  in  the  general  Opinion  of  the  World. 
This  leads  me,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  explain  the 
Sentiments  and  Conduct  of  a  cPolite  <Philofopher, 
in  regard  to  Religion.  I  am  not  ignorant,  that 
there  are  a  Multitude  of  thofe  who  pafs  both  on 
the  World,  and  on  themfelves,  for  very  ^Polite 
Perfons,  who  look  on  this  as  a  Topick  below 
their  Notice.  Religion,  fay  they  with  a  Sneer,  is 
the  Companion  of  melanchojly  Minds ;  but,  for 
the  gayer  Part  of  the  World,  it  is  Ill-manners 
to  mention  it  amongit  them.  Be  it  fo.  But  give 
me  leave  to  add,  that  there  is  no  ranker  Species 
of  Ill-Breeding,  than  fpeakjng  of  it  farcaftically, 
or  u  ich  Contempt, 
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"  RELIGION,  ft  net!  y  fpcaking,  means  that 
"  Worfliip  which  Men,  from  a  Senfe  of  Duty, 
"  pay  to  that  Being  unto  whom  they  o\ve  their 
"  o\\  ice,  with  all  thofc  Blcfllngs  and  Be- 

"  ncfits  which  attend  ir. 

LET  a  Man  but  reflect  on  this  Definition, 

11  be  impofliblc  for  him  not  to  perc 
that  treating  this  in  a  ludicrous  way,   mull  not 
only  be  impolite,  but  (hocking.     Who,  that  has 
a  Regard  for  a  Man,   would  not  itart   at   the 
Thoughts  of  faying  a  bafe  Thing  of  his  Father 
:n  ?  And  yet  what  a  Diilancc  is  there 
the  Notion  of  a  Father  and  a  Cm 
Since  therefore  no  farther  Arguments  are  necef- 
ro  prove  the  Inconfiilcnce  between  Raillery 
and  Rcli;.  ^c  more  cogent  to  a  tyo- 

,  th:i;ith  !;ig,  that  fuch  Difcourfcs 

ot"  his  would  be  mal  a  prop. 

thofe  who  might  be  guilty 
i-  with  rcfpcd  to  Religion  in  r 
:i  Fault  unaconnitably  common   in  an  Age 
which  pretends  to  be  fo  :Pdite. 

A  s  to  particular  Religions,  or  m;!^;- Tenets 
in  R  v  .rm  in  i 

one  of  ; 

'•    high   v 

Judg- 
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Judgments.  Men  of  plain  Parts,  and  honeft  Dif- 
portions,  look  on  Salvation  as  too  ferious  a  Thing 
to  be  jelled  with:  A.  Oolite  Man  therefore  will 
be  cautious  of  offending  upon  that  Head,  becaufe 
he  knows  it  will  give  the  Perfon  to  whom  he 
fpeaks,  (pain,  a  thing  ever  oppofite  to  the  Cha- 
racter of  a  folijhed  tpbihfofher.  The  latter  Rea- 
fon  which  I  have  affigned  for  Mens  Zeal  in  reli^ 
gious  Matters,  may  feem  to  have  lefs  Weight 
than  the  firft ;  but  he  who  confiders  it  attentive- 
ly, will  be  of  another  Opinion.  Men  of  fpecu- 
lative  Religion,  who  are  fo  from  the  Conviction 
rather  of  their  Heads  than  their  Hearts,  are  not 
a  Bit  lefs  vehement  than  the  real  Devotees.  He 
who  fays  a  (light  or  a  fevere  thing  of  their  Faith, 
feems,  to  them,  to  have  thereby  undervalued  their 
Understandings,  and  will  confequently  incur  their 
Averfion,  which  no  Man  of  common  Senfe  would 
hazard  for  a  lively  Expreffion,  much  lefs  a  Perfon 
of  good  Breeding,  who  fhould  make  it  his  chief 
Aim  to  be  well  with  all.  As  a  Mark  of  my  own 
tpolitenefs,  I  will  here  take  leave  of  this  Subject, 
fince,  by  dropping  it,  I  fliall  oblige  the  gay  Part 
of  my  Readers ;  as,  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  have  al- 
ready done  the  graver  Part,  from  my*  manner  of 


treating  it. 


Like  fo  me  grave  Matron  of  a  nolle  Li  fie  t 
With  awful  Beauty  does  Religion  Jlfine. 
D 
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f  Scnfc  Jbottld  teach  its  to  revere  the  Dame, 
Nor,  by  imprudent  Jejls,  to  fpot  her  Fame. 
In  common  Life  you'll  crxn  this  Reasoning  right, 
That  none  but  Fools  In  grofs  Abufe  delight  : 
iTocn  fife  it  here  —  nor  think  our  Caution  vairt, 
To  be  polite,  Men  need  not  be  prcfanc. 

NEXT  to  their  Concerns  in  the  other  World, 

arc  ufually  moil  taken  up  with  the  Con- 

>  of  the  tpMick  here.    The  Lore  of  our 

Country  is  among  thofe  Virtues  to  which  every 

thinks  he  iliould  pretend  :  And  the  Way  in 

h  this  r  n,  is  by  falling  into 

here,  if  a  large  Share  of 

good  Scnfc  allay  not  that  IK  h  is  naturally 

-\  from  fuch  Engagements,  a  Man  foon 
Mito  all  the  Violences  of  Fatfion,  and  looks 
upon  nc  as  his  Enemy,  who  docs  nor 

himfclf  about  the  pubiick  Good  in  the  fame 
>cs.     T  haifli  Pidure,  but  it 

,  of  the  :  :cr  Part  of  thofe  who 

are  \  icaJ  Difputcs.    A  Tolite  Man 

therefore  fpcak,    as  fcldom  as  he  can,   on 
:i  inix'J  Company,  it  is  al- 
molt  impofllblc  to  fay  any  thing  that  will  [ 
ift 

To 
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To  fay  Truth,  tpairiotifm,  properly  .fo  called, 
is,  perhaps,  as  fcarce  in  this  Age,  as  in  any  that 
has  gone  before  us.  Men  appear  to  love  them- 
fdves  fo  well,  that  it  feems  not  altogether  credi- 
ble, they  fhoiild,  at  every  turn,  prefer  their  Coun- 
try's Intereft  to  their  own.  The  Thing  looi  s 
noble  indeed,  and  therefore,  like  a  becoming 
Habit,  every  Body  would  put  it  on.  But  this 
is  Hypocriiy,  you'll  fay,  and  therefore  fhould  be 
dctefttd.  Here  the  Q  elite  cPhilofo$her  finds  new 
Inducements  to  Canticn*  Sore  Places  are  always 
tender;  and  People  at  a  Mafquerade  are  in' Pain 
if  you  do  any  Thing  which  may  difcover  their 
Faces. 

OUR  Philofophy  is  not  intended  to  nuke  a 
Man  that  four  Monitor  who  points  out  Folks 
Faults,  but  to  make  them  in  love  with  their  Vir- 
tues ;  that  is,  to  make  himfelf  and  them  eafy 
while  he  is  with  them,  and  to  do  or  fay  nothing 
which  on  Reflection  may  make  them  leis  his 
Friends  at  their  next  Meeting. 

LET  us  explain  this  a  little  farther.  The  Rules 
we  offer  are  intended  rather  to  guide  Men   in 
Company,  than  when  A/cae.     What  we  advance- 
tends  not  fo  directly  to  amend  People's  Hearts, 
as  to  regulate  their  Conduct  ;  a  Matter  \\hich  we 
-have  already  demonstrated  to  be  of  no  fmall  Im~ 
D  z  portancu 
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portancc.    Yet  I  -J  \\illobfcrve,  that  thof 

Morality  be  not  immediately  our  Subject,  \ve  arc 
far  however  from  requiring  any  Thing  in  our  Pu- 
I  ontrary  thacto. 

A  ^  elite  Man  may  yet  be  Religions  ;  and,  if 
>n  be  convinced,  attached  to  any  In:. 
i  his  Opinion,  fairs  bcft  with  that  of  the 
'.:ck:  pr  Tin  thus  far  to  our 

.//,  that  on  no  (  :i  he  trouble  others 

the  Articles  of  i.  • -v/,  or  pofiti- 

cal  Engagements  v  Stroke  of  Wit  or 

a  Laugh  that  Difpofition  of 
.ich  is  abfolutely  nee  >  make  x 

Igc  my  own  Senti- 
ments, I  fliould  j^Ct  uich  greater  Freedom 
on  this  Subj.                  •  >.crc  is  fo  vail  a  Difpro- 
portion,  when  we  come  to  compare  thofe  who 
!ly  cither  a  Concern  in  the  Government, 
or  the  Service  of  their  Country  more  particularly 
,  and  the   Men  win  pretend  to  either 
'.y  from  a  Defire  of  appearing  of  feme  Con- 
:  c  ought  ct: 

one  of  this  Number,  ar  .thcr 

thin  ourfelvcs,  and  agreeable  to 

No- 

rjons  .ill  ;  inafmuch  as  thi 

I^cad  t< 

thvy 
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they  would  reach  if  they  could.  POMPON ius 
A  T  T  i  c  u  s,  vvhofe  Character  appears  fo  amia- 
ble, from  the  concurring  Teftimony  of  all  who 
mention  him,  owed  the  greatelt  Part  of  that  E- 
fteem  in  which  he  lived,  and  of  that  Reputation 
by  which  he  ilill  furvives,  unto  his  iteady  Adhe- 
rence to  this  Rule.  His  Benevolence  made  him 
love  Mankind  in  general,  and  his  good  Senfe  hin- 
der'd  him  from  being  tainted  with  thofe  Party- 
Prejudices  which  had  bewitch'd  his  Friends.  He 
took  not  up  Arms  for  C.£  s  A  R,  nor  did  he  aban- 
don Italy  when  Po  M  p  E  Y  withdrew  with  his 
Forces,  and  had,  in  outward  Form,  the  Sanfiipm 
of  the  Commonwealth.  He  faw  too  plainly  the 
Ambition  of  both ;  yet  he  preferved  his  Com- 
plaifance  for  his  Friends  in  each  Party,  without 
Tiding  with  either.  Sticcefs  never  made  them  more 
welcome  toPoMPONius,  nor  could  any  De- 
feat lefTen  them  in  his  Eiteem.  When  victorious, 
he  vifited  them,  without  fharing  in  their  Power; 
and,  when  vanquifhed,  he  received  them,  with- 
out confidering  any  thing  but  their  Diftrcfs.  In 
a  few  Words,  he  entertained  no  Hopes  from  the 
good  Fortune  of  his  Friends,  nor  fuffer'd  the  Re- 
verfe  of  it  to  chill  his  Bread  with  Fear.  His  E- 
quanimity  produced  a  juft  Effect,  and  his  imiver- 
fal  Kindnefs  made  him  univerfally  beloved. 

I  FANCY  this  Picture  of  a  Difpofition,  per- 
fectly free  irom  political  Sourncfs,  will  have  an 


agree- 
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agreeable  Effed  on  many  of  my  Readers,  and 
.;it  their  falling  into  a  common  Miflake,  That 
the  Circumffonces  of  publick  Affairs,  and  the 
Characters  of  publick  Perfons,  are  the  propereH 
Topicks  for  general  Converfation :  whereas  they 
never  confider,  that  it  is  hard  to  find  a  Company, 
wherein  fome  Body  or  other  hath  not  cither  Li- 
Icing  or  Dillafte,  or  has  received  Injuries  or  Ob- 
ligations from  thofe  who  are  likclieit  to  be  men- 
zy 

tioned  upon   fuch  Occafions  ;    and  who,   confe- 
qucntly,  will  be  apt  to  put  a  fcrious  Conftruftion 
on  a  flight  Exprcffion,  and  remember  aftcrv. 
in  carncft,  what  the  Speaker  meant  fo  much  a 

.is  never  to  have  thought  of  it  more.  Thefc 
perhaps  may  pafs,  with  fome,  for  trivial  Remarks  ; 
but,  with  thofe  who  regard  their  own  Eafe,  and 
have  at  all  obfervcd  what  conduces  to  make  Men 

reeablc  to  one  another,  I  flatter  myfelf  they 
\vill  have  more  Weight. 

BEHAVIOUR  is  like  Architecture,  the  Sym- 
metry of  the  whole  pleafcs  us  fo  much,  that  we 
line  not  into  its  Parts  ;  which  if  we  did,  we 
rtiouldjind  much  Nicety  required  in  forming  fuch 
:re  ;  though,  to  Pcrfons  of  no  Taile,  the 
Rules  of  cither  Art  would  fccra  to  have  little 
Connection  with  their  ErV. 

Tfc* 
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That  true  tyolitenefs  we  can  only  cally 
Which  looks  like  aJoNEs'j  Fabrick  at  Whitehall : 
Where  jitft  proportion  we  with  Qleafure  fee, 
'fho  built  ly  Rule,  yet  from  all  Stiffhefs/r^. 
'fhti  grand,  yet  flain,  magnificent,  not  finc> 
The  Ornaments  adorning  the  Dejign. 
It  Jills  our  Minds  with  rational  Delight > 
'And  fleafes  on  Reflection,  as  at  Sight. 

AFTER  thefe  Admonitions ,  as  to  Religion 
and  ^Politicks,  'tis  very  fit  we  obferve  another 
Topick  of  modern  Difcourfe,  of  which  it  is  hard 
to  fay,  whether  it  be  more  common,  or  more  con- 
trary to  true  Politenefs.  What  I  mean,  is  the 
reflecting  on  Mens  Profeflions,  and  flaying  on 
thofe  general  Afperfions  which  have  been  hVd  on 
them  by  a  fort  of  Ill-Nature  hereditary  to  the 
World  :  And  with  Ms,  as  the  third  Point  which 
I  promifed  to  confider,  lhall  be  flint  up  the  more 
ferious  Part  of  this  Eflay. 

I  N  order  to  have  a  proper  Idea  of  this  <Point9 
we  mult,  firft  of  all,  confider,  that  the  chief 

*  I'he  Ban^uetting-batfe, 

Catife 
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Caufe  both  of  Love  and  Hatred  is  Cujlom.  When 
,  from  a  long  Habit,  have  acquired  a  Facili* 
ty  of  thinking  clearly,  and  fpeaking  well  in  any 
Science,  they  naturally  like  that  better  than  any 
other;  and  this  Liking  in  afhort  time  grows  up  to 
AfFedion,  which  renders  them  impatient 
whenever  their  darling  Science  is  decried  in  their 
Hearing.  A  Polite  Man  will  have  a  care  of  ri- 
diculing Phyfick  before  one  of  the  Faculty  ,•  talk- 
ing difrefpectfully  of  Lawyers,  while  Gentlemen 
of  the  Long-role  are  by ;  or  fpeaking  contempti- 
bly of  the  Clergy,  when  with  any  of  that  Order. 

SOME  Criticks  may  pofllbly  objeft,  that  thefe 

are  Sckcifms  of  too  grofs  a  Nature  for  Men  of 

able  Senfe  or  Education  to  be  guilty  of :  Bur 

to  thofe  who  are  mod  converfant  in  the 

:her  this  Fault,  glaring  as  it  is,  be 

not  committed  every  Day. 

TH  E  ftrictcfl  Intimacy  can  never  warrant  Free- 
doms of  this  Sort ;  and  it  is  indeed  prepofterous 
to  think  it  ihould,  unlefs  we  can  fuppofe  Injuries 
arc  !  .  when  they  are  done  us  by  Friends, 

:hcy  come  from  other  Hands. 

/  Wit  may  oftentimes  begin. 
are  not  afays  pardon\l — 

Mm 
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Men  may  difguife  their  Malice  at  the  Heart, 

Andfeem  at  Eafe  --  though  fain'd  with  inward 
Smart. 

Miftaken  we  —  think  all  fitch  Wounds,  of  courfe, 
Reflection  cures  —  Alas  !  it  makes  them  worfe± 
Like  Scratches  they  'with  double  Anguijhfeizc, 
&ankle  in  Time,  andfe/ter  by  Degrees. 

L  E  T  us  now  proceed  to  fpeak  of  Raillery  in 
general.  Invetfive  is  a  Weapon  worn  as  com- 
monly as  a  Sword,  and,  like  that,  is  often  in  the 
Hands  of  thofe  who  know  not  how  to  ufe  it.  Men 
of  true  Courage  fight  but  feldom,  and  never  draw 
but  in  their  own  Defence.  Bullies  are  continually 
(quabbling,  and,  from  the  Ferocity  of  their  Be- 
haviour, become  the  Terror  of  fome  Companies, 
and  the  Jcit  of  more.  This  is  jutt  the  Cafe  with 
fnch  as  have  a  Livelinefs  of  Thought,  directed  by 
a  tProfenfity  to  Ill-Nature  :  Indulging  themfelves 
at  the  Expence  of  others,  they,  by  degrees,  in- 
cur the  Diilike  of  all.  Meek  Tempers  abhor, 
Men  of  cool  Difpofition  deipife,  and  thofe  ad- 
dicted to  Choler  chaitife  them.  Thus  a  Liceu- 
tioivfnefs  of  Tongue,  like  a  Spirit  of  Rafine,  fcts 
one  Man  againft  all  ;  and  the  Defence  of  Repu- 
tation, as  well  as  Property,  puts  the  human  Spe- 

E  cits 
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cies  on   regarding  a  malevolent  Babbler  with  a 
wor<  nan  a  common  Thief,  becaufe  Fame 

i$  %  Kind  of  Goods,  which,  when  once  taken  a- 
,  can  bardly  be  rcflored.  Such  is  theEfEgies 
of  this  human  Serpent :  And  who,  when  he  has 
confider'd  it,  would  be  thought  to  have  fat  for  the 
Picv 

IT   is  a  thoufand  to  one  my  Book  feels  the 
Refcntment  of  D  R  A  c  o,  from  his  feeing  his  own 

LiL  :his  Glafs. 

A  c  o  o  D    Family,    but  no   Fortune,    threw 
DRACO  into  the  Army  when  he  was  very  young. 

ncingy    and  a  Smattering  of  jFK 

arc  all  the  Education  either  his  Friends  bellowed, 

or  his  Capiu:  him  to  receive.     He 

Seen    now   two  Years  in  Town,    and  from 

Swearing   Drinking,    and  Debauching  Country- 

al  Rout  of  a  military  Rake) 

the  Air  of  St.  James's  has  given  his  Vices  a  new 

:cr'd  Coat,  he  thrufts 

himfc  the   Beau  Coftee-houfc  -e   a 

dauntlcfs  Effrontry,  and  a  natural  Volubility  of 
:nake  him  pafs  for  a  Fellow 
of  V 

A  Baftard  Ambition  makes   him   envy  cv 
prcat  Charaftcr  ; 
to  kr.  it  hib  Qt 

mend 
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mend  him  to  the  Efteem  of  Men  of  Senfe,  or  the 
Favour  of  Women  of  Virtue,  he  has  thence  con- 
traded  an  Antipathy  to  both ;  and,  by  giving  a 
boundlefs  loofe  to  univerfal  Malice,  makes  conti- 
nual War  againft  Honour  and  Reputation,  where- 
ever  he  finds  them. 

HECATILLA  is  a  female  Firebrand,  more 
dangerous,  and  more  artfully  vinjbftifvc  than 
DRACO  himfelf.  Birth,  Wit,  and  Fortune  com- 
bine to  render  her  confpicous ;  while  a  fplenetick 
Envy  fours  her,  otherwife  amiable,  Qualities,  and 
makes  her  dreaded  as  a  Pcifon  doubly  dangerous, 
grateful  to  the  Taile,  yet  mortal  in  Effect.  All 
who  fee  HECATILLA  at  a  Vifit,  where  the 
Brilliancy  of  her  Wit  heightens  the  Lultre  of  her 
Charms,  are  imperceptibly  deluded  into  a  Concur- 
rence with  her  in  Opinion,  and  fufpect  not  Difli- 
mulation  under  the  Air  of  Franknefs,  nor  a  itu- 
died  Defign  of  doing  Mifchief  in  a  feemingly  ca- 
fual  Stroke  of  Wit.  The  molt  facred  Character, 
the  moll  exalted  Station,  the  faireft  Reputation, 
defend  not  againlt  the  infe&ious  Blaft  of  fprightly 
Raillery  ;  bornron  the  Wings  of  Wity  and  ftip- 
ported  by  a  Blaze  of  Beauty t  the  fiery  Vapour 
withers  the  fweeteft  Blofibms,  and  communicates 
to  all  who  hear  her,  an  involuntary  Diflike  to 
thofe  at  whofe  Merit  ihe  points  her  Satire. 


E  ^ 
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At  Etfning  thus  the  unfufpefting  Swai/t, 


Returning  homewards  (fer  a  marjhy 

^P  leas'  d,  at  a  Diftanctfies  the  lambent  tight, 

And,  hafty,  follows  the  mifchievous  Sp'rit, 

Through  Brakes  and  Buddies,  over  Hedge  and 

Stile, 

\ 

Rambles,  mifguided,  many  a  weary  Mile  ; 
Conftts'd,  and  vcnd'rtng  at  the  Space  his  gone, 
Doubts,  then  believes,  and  hurries  f  after  on  : 
The  Cheat  detetfed,  when  the  Vapour's  ffcnt> 
Scarce  he's  convinced,  a/id  hardly  can  repent. 

NEXT  to  thefe  Cautions  with  refpeft  to  Rail- 

,  which,  if  we  examine  itriftly,  we  (hall  find 

no  better  than  a  well-bred  Phrafe  for  fpeaking  ill 

of  Folks,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  warn  our  Rea- 

ders of  a  certain  Vehemence  in  Difcourfe  exceed- 

fliocking  to  others,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 

not  a  little  exhaulls  themfelves. 

I  F  we  trace  this  Error  to  its  Source,  we  fhall 

find  that  the  Spring  of  it   is  an  Impatience  at 

finding  others  differ  from  us  in  Opinion  :  And  can 

rc  be  any  thing  unreafonable,  than  to 

blame 
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blame  that  Difpofition  in  them,  which  we  cherilh 
in  ourfelves  ? 

I  F  Submiflion  be  a  Thing  fo  difagreeable  to  us, 
why  fliould  we  expeft  it  from  them  ?  Truth  only 
can  juftify  Tenacioufnefs  in  Opinion.  Let  us 
calmly  lay  down  what  convinces  us,  and,  if  it  is 
reafonable,  it  will  hardly  fail  of  perfuading  thofe 
to  whom  we  fpeak.  Heat  begets  Heat,  and  the 
Ctefhing  of  Opinions  feldom  fails  to  ftrike  out  the 
Fire  of  Diflention. 

A  s  this  ^is  a  Foible  more  efpecially  incident  to 
the  Fair  Sex,  I  think  it  will  be  highly  neceflary 
to  offer  another,  and  perhaps  a  more  cogent  Ar- 
gument  to  their  Confideration.  Qaffion  is  a  pro- 
digious Enemy  to  Beauty ;  it  ruffles  the  fweeteft 
Features,  difcolours  the  fin  eft  Complexion,  and, 
in  a  Word,  gives  the  Air  of  a  Fury  to  the  Face 
of  an  Angel.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  lay  Reftraints 
upon  the  Ladies ;  but,  in  difTuading  them  from 
this  Method  of  enforcing  their  Sentiments,  I  put 
them  upon  an  eafier  Way  of  effecting  what  they 
defire  ;  for  what  can  be  denied  to  Beauty,  when 
fpeaking  with  an  Air  of  Satisfa&ion  ?  Complai- 
fance  does  all  that  Vehemence  would  extort, 
as  Anger  can  alone  abate  the  Influence  of  their 
Charms. 


Serene 
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Serene  and  mild  we  ^iew  the  Evening  Air, 
TTye  pkafing  Qifture  of  the  failing  Fair, 
A  thtufand  Charms  our  fetfral  Senfes  meet, 
Cooling  the  Breeze,  with  fragrant  Odours  fii 
But  fudden  if  the  fable  Clouds  deform 
iToe  azure  Sky,  and  threat  the  coming  Storm, 

Hafty  we  flee e're  yet  the  'fhunders  rare, 

And  dread  what  wefo  much  admir'd  before. 

T  o  Vehemence  in  Difcourfe,  let  me  join  Re- 
dundancy in  it  alfo,  a  Fault  flowing  rather  from 
CarehJJncfs  than  Deftgn,  nnd  which  is  more  dan- 
gerous, from  its  being  more  neglefled.  fyajjion* 
as  I  have  hinted,  excites  Oppotition  \  and  that 
very  Oppofition,  to  a  Man  of  tolerable  Scnfe, 
will  be  the  Itrongcft  Reproof  for  his  Inadverten- 
cy :  Whereas  a  Perfon  of  a  loquacious  Difpofi- 
tion  may  often  tfcape  open  Cenfure  from  the  Re- 
fped  due  to  his  Quality,  or  from  an  Apprt 

in  thofe  with  whom  he  convcrfcs,  that  a 
Check  would  but  increafe  the  Evil,  and,  like 
curbing  a  hard-mouth'd  Horfe,  fcrve  only  to 
make  him  run  the  falter  ;  from  whence  the 
Perfon  in  Fault  is  often  rivettcd  in  his  Error, 

by 


The  POLITE  PHILOSOPHER.       ji 

by  miftaking  a  filent  Contempt  for  profound  At- 
tention. 

PERHAPS  this  ihort  Defcription  may  fet  ma- 
ny of  my  Readers  right,  which,  whatever  they 
may  think  of  it,  I  aflure  them  is  of  no  fmall  Im- 
portance. Converfation  is  a  fort  of  Bank,  in  which 
all  who  compofe  it  have  their  refpedive  Shares. 
The  Man  therefore  who  attempts  to  engrofs  it, 
trefpaffes  upon  the  Rights  of  his  Companions; 
and  whether  they  think  fit  to  tell  him  fo,  or  no, 
will  of  confequence  be  regarded  as  no  fair  Dealer. 
Notwithftanding  I  confider  Converfation  in  this 
Light,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  it  dif- 
fers from  other  Copartnerftiips  in  one  very  mate- 
rial Point,  which  is  this,  that  it  is  worfe  taken  if 
a  Man  pays  in  more  than  his  Proportion,  than  if 
he  had  not  contributed  his  full  Qtfota,  provided 
he  be  not  too  far  deficient :  For  the  Prevention 
of  which,  let  us  have  Ho  R  A  c  E'S  Caution  con- 
tinually in  our  Eye. 

7%e  Indifcreet  with  blind  Auerfton  fan 
Into  one  Fault,  when  they  another  fhun. 

I  T  is  the  peculiar  Privilege  of  the  Fair,  that, 
fpeaking  or  filent,  they  never  offend.  Who  can 
be  weary  of  hearing  the  foftelt  .Harmony  ?  Or 
who,  without  Pleafure,  can  behold  Beauty,  when 

his 
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Yrtention  is  not  diverted  from  her  Charms  by1 
lilk..ing  to  her  Words  ?  I  would  have  ftopt  here, 
but  that  my  Deference  for  the  Ladies  obliges  me 
to  take  notice,  that  feme  of  their  own  Sex,  when 
paft  the  Noon  of  Life,  or  in  their  Wane  of  Power, 
from  fome  other  Reafcn,  are  apt  to  place  an  In- 
clination of  obliging  their  Hearers  amongfl  thofc 
Topicks  of  Detraction,  by  which  they  would  re- 
duce the  Luilre  of  thefe  Stars  that  now  gild  the 
Hemifphere,  where  they  once  fhone. 

FROM  this  Caufe  only,  I  would  advife  the 
Reigning  'foajts,  by  an  Equality  of  Behaviour,  to 
avoid  the  Cenfure  of  thefe  iil-natur'd  Tatters. 

Such  hapJefs  Fate  attends  the  Young  and  Fair, 
Expos'd  to  open  Force,  and.fecret  Snare  : 
tpurfu'd  by  Men,  warm  with  dejtrutfive  Ftre 
Againft  their  Peace,  while  female  Frauds  confyire, 
Efcajtdfrom  thofe,  in  vain  they  hope  for  Reft  : 
What  Fame's  fecure  from  an  invidious  Jeft  ? 
By  Flight  the  Deer,  no  more  of  Dogs  afraidy 
Falls  by  a  Shot  from  fome  dark  Covert  made. 
So  envious  Tongues  their  foul  Intentions  hide, 

Wound,  tb<?  ttnfien,  aitd  ki/Ie're  thefre  defcry'd. 

Q* 
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O  F  all  the  Follies  which  Men  are  apt  to  fall 
into,  to  the  Difturbance  of  others,  and  JeJJening 
of  themfelves,  there  is  none  more  intolerable 
than  continual  Egotifmsy  and  a  perpetual  Inclina- 
tion to  Self-panegyrick.  The  mention  of  this 
Weaknefs  is  fufficient  to  expofe  it  -3  fince  I  think 
no  Man  was  ever  pofleffed  of  fo  warm  an  Affec- 
tion for  his  own  Perfon,  as  deliberately  to  aflcrt, 
that  it,  and  its  Concerns,  are  proper  Topicks  to 
entertain  Company.  Yet  there  are  many  who, 
through  Want  of  Attention,  fall  into  this  Vein, 
as  foon  as  the  Conversion  begins  to  acquire  Life  : 
They  lay  hold  of  every  Opportunity  of  introdu- 
cing themfelves,  defcribing  themfelves,  and,  if 
People  are  fo  dull  as  nor  to  take  the  hint,  of  com- 
mending themfelves.  Nay,  what  is  more  appri- 
zing than  all  this,  they  are  amazed  at  the  Cold- 
nefs  of  their  Auditors  ;  forgetting  that  the  fame 
Paffion  infpires  almoft  every  Body,  and  that  there 
is  fcarce  a  Man  in  the  Room  who  has  not  a  bet- 
ter Opinion  of  himfelf,  than  of  any  body  elfe. 


DISQUISITIONS  of  this  fort  into 
Nature  belong  properly  unto  Sages  in  Oolite  cPbi- 
lofcphy  ;  for  the  firft  Principle  of  true  Politenefs 
is,  "not  to  offend  againil  fuch  Difpofitions  of  the 
Mind  as  are  almoft  infeparable  from  our  Species. 
To  find  out  and  methodize  thefe,  requires  no 
fmall  Labour  and  Application.  The  Fruits  of  my 

F  Re- 
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Refearcbes  on  this  Subject  I  communicate  freely 
to  die  Publick ;  but  mult,  at  the  fame  time,  ex- 
port my  Readers  to  fpare  now  and  then  a  few  Mi- 
nutes to  fuch  Reflections,  which  w;ll  at  leaft  be 
attended  with  this  good  Confcquence,  that  it  will 
open  a  Scene  which  hath  Novelty,  that  powerful 
Charm,  to  recommend  it. 

B  u  7  I  mtift  beware  of  growing  feriptis  again  ; 
:fraid  my  G:  c  difobliged  fome 

•.he  Beati-mnd  already. 

He  who  intends  t'advife  the  Toting  and  Gay, 
'  'ft  quit  the  common  Road — t be  formal  Way 

Which  Hum-drum  Tcdants  take  to  make  Folks. 
fa 

fiy  Falfing  Virtue,  and  decrying  Vice. 
Let  Parfons  tell  what  dreadful  Ills  will  fall 
fuch  as  lift  en  When  their  tyaflions  call  : 
IPt  from  fttch  things  our  ^Pupils  to  affrigbf^ 
Say  not  Sins,  but  that  they're  Unpolitc. 

T'ojhew  their  Courage,  Beans  aw/W  often  dare 
fy  blackejl  Crimes  to  brave  old  Lucifer  : 
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But  who,  of  Breeding  nice;  of  Carriage  cml> 
tVoifd  trefaafs  on  good  Manners  for  the  Devil ; 
Or,  merely  to  difylay  his  Want  of  Feary 
Be  darned  hereafter,  to  le  laugh' d  at  here  ? 

I  T  cannot  be  expe&ed  from  me,  that  I  fhouldi 
particularly  criticife  on  all  thofe  Foibles  through 
which  Men  are  offenfive  to  others  in  their  Beha-» 
viour  :  Perhaps  too,  a  Detail  of  this  kind,  how- 
ever exaff,  might  be  thought  tedious  -,  it  may  bo 
conftrued  into  a  Breach  of  thofe  Rules,  for  a  itrict 
Obfervance  of  which  I  contend.  In  order  there- 
fore to  diver/ify  a  Subject  which  can  no  othec 
way  be  treated  agreeably,  permit  me  to  throw 
together  a  Set  of  Characters  I  once  had  the  Op- 
portunity of  feeing,  which  will  afford  a  jail  Pic- 
ture of  thefe  Marplots  in  Converfation,  and  which 
my  Readers,  if  they  pleafe,  may  call  the  AfTem- 
bly  of  Impertinents. 

THERE  was  a  Coffee-houfe  in  that  End  of 
the  Town  where  I  lodged  fome  Time  ago,  at 
which  feveral  Gentlemen  ufed  to  meet  of  an  Even- 
ing, who,  from  a  happy  Correfpondence  in  thek 
Humours  and  Capacities,  entertained  one  another 
agreeably  from  the  Clofe  of  the  Afternoon,  till 


it  was  Time  to  go  to  Bed. 


ABOUT 
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ABOUT  fix  Months  this  Society  fiibfiiled  with 

great  Regularity ',  though  without  any  Rdlraint : 

y  Gentleman  who  frequented  the  Houfe,  and 

::h  theErctfors  of  this  occasional 

Club,  were  invited  to  pafs  an  Evening,  when  they 

thought  fit,  in  a  Room  one  Pair  of  Stairs  fct  a- 

part  for  that  Purpofe. 

T  H  E  Report  of  this  Meeting  drew  one  Night, 
\\lien   I  had  the  Honour  of  being  there,    three 
•icmen  of  Diltinction,  who  were  fo  well  known 
to  moft  of  the  Members,  that  Admittance  could 
not  be  refufed  them.    One  of  them,  whom  I  chufe 
to  call  Major  RAMBLE,   turn'd  of  threescore, 
and  who  had  an  excellent  Education,  feizcd  the 
Difcourfe  about  an  Hour  before  Supper,  and  gave 
very  copious  Account  of  the  Remarks  he  had 
made  in  three  Years  Travels  through  Italy.     He 
•i  with  a  geographical  Dcfcription  of  the  Do- 
I       Sardinian  Majeity,    as  Duke  of 
Savoy ;   and,  after  a  Digreflion  on  the  Fortifica- 
tions of  7//r///,  in  fpeaking  of  which  he  lh^ 
liimfclf  a  perfect  Engineer,  he  proceeded  to  the 
r  Hiitory  of  the  i  s  of  that  Court,  from 

'Vopofal  of  r  •'•'/£<?/,  to  the 

•f   King    VICTOR   AM  J 
.c  run  over  the  general  Hiito: 
Milan,  'Parma,  and  Mod 

...       '-  .Mintttai, 
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gave  ns  a  hafly  Sketch  of  the  Court  of  Rome  $ 
transferr'd  himfelf  from  thence  to  the  Kingdom 
of  Napks ;  repeated  the  Infurrection  of  M  A  s~ 
SANIELLO  •  and,  at  a  Quarter  before  Ten* 
finifhed  his  Obfervations  with  the  Recital  of  what 
happened  at  the  Reduction  of  that  Kingdom  to 
the  Obedience  of  the  prefent  Emperor.  What 
contributed  to  make  this  Conduct  of  his  the  more 
out  of  the  way,  was,  that  every  Gentleman  in 
the  Room  had  been  in  Italy  as  well  as  he ;  and 
one  of  them,  who  was  a  Merchant,  was  the  very 
Perfon  at  whofe  Houfe  the  Major  refided  when  at 
Naples.  PofTibly  he  might  imagine  the  Know- 
ledge they  had  in  thofe  things,  might  give  them  a 
greater  Relifli  for  his  Animadverfions ;  or,  to 
fpeak  more  candidly,  the  Defire  of  difplaying  his 
own  Parts,  buried  every  other  Circumftance  in 
Oblivion. 

JUST  as  the  Major  had  done  fpcaking,  a  Gen- 
tleman called  for  a  Glafs  of  Water,  and  happened 
to  fay,  after  drinking  it,  that  he  found  his  Con- 
ftitution  much  mended  fince  he  had  left  off  Malt- 
Liquor.  Doctor  H  E  c  T  i  c  K,  another  of  the 
Strangers,,  immediately  laid  hold  of  this  Oppor- 
tunity, and  gave  us  a  large  Account  of  the  Vir- 
tues of  Water,  confirming  whatever  he  advanced 
from  the  Works  of  the  molt  eminent  Phyficians, 
From  the  main  Subject  he  made  an  eafy  Tranfi- 
tion  to  medicinal  Baths  and  Springs  :  nor  were  his 

Searches 
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Searches  bounded  by  our  own  Country  •  he  con* 
defcended  to  acquaint  us  with  the  Properties  of 
the  Springs  of  Bourbon,  particularized  the  genuine 
Smell  of  Sfa  Water,  applauded  the  wonderful  Ef- 
feds  of  the  tpiermont  Mineral,  and,  like  a  true 
Patriot,  wound  up  his  Difquifitions  with  preferring 
Aftrof  Wells  (within  three  Miles  of  which  he  was 
born)  to  them  all.  It  was  now  turn'd  of  Eleven, 
when  the  Major  and  Doftor  took  their  leaves,  and 
went  away  together  in  a  Hackney-coach. 

THE  Company  fcem'd  inclinable  to  extend 
their  ufual  Time  of  fitting,  in  order  to  divert  thcm- 
fclves  after  the  Night's  Fatigue  •  when  Mr.  PA- 
PI  L  i  o,  the  third  New-comer,  after  two  or  three 
Reflections  on  the  Oddity  of  fome  Peoples 
Humours,  who  were  for  impofing  their  own  idle 
Conceits,  as  things  worthy  the  Attention  of  a 
whole  Company  ;  tho',  at  the  fame  time,  their 
Subjects  are  trivial,  and  their  Manner  of  treat- 
ing them  infifid.  For  my  part,  continued  he, 
Gentlemen,  moil  People  do  me  the  Honour  to 
fay,  that  few  Pcrfons  undcrlland  Medals  better 
than  I  do.  To  put  the  mufty  Stories  of  thcfe 
queer  old  Men  out  of  our  Heads,  I'll  give  you 

Hiltory  of  a  valuable  MediiHiw,   which 
fcnt  me  about    three   Weeks   ago    from   l\ 

unit  Itaying  U>r  any  farther  Mark  of  Appro- 

:i  than  i\l  imn-  on  a 

iunu:  Dillcrtation ;   in  which  he  had  fcarce  pro- 

ceeded 
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Deeded  ten  Minutes,  before  his  Auditors,  lofing 
alj  Patience,  followed  the  Example  of  an  old 
Turkey  Merchant,  who,  taking  up  his  Hat  and 
Gloves,  went  dire&ly  down  Stairs,  without  fay- 
ing a  Word. 

ANIMADVERSIONS  on  what  I  have  re- 
lated, would  but  trefpafs  on  the  Patience  of  my 
Readers  ,-  wherefore,  in  the  Place  of  them,  let 
me  offer  a  few  Remarks  in  Verfe,  where  my  Ge- 
nius may  be  more  at  Liberty,  and  Vivacity  atone 
for  Want  of  Method, 

Who  would  not  chtifi  to /bun  the  general  Scorn, 

And  fly  Contempt  ? a  thing  fo  hardly  kornt* 

This  to  avoid kt  not  your  Tales  be  Jong  : 

T'he  endlefs  Speaker's  ever  in  the  Wrong,          > 
Aid  all  abhor  Intemperance  of  Tongue. 
Though,  with  a  Fluency  of  eafy  Sounds, 
Tour  copious  Speech  with  every  Grace  abounds  : 
Tho*  Wit  adorn,  and  Judgment  give  it  Weight, 
Difcretion  inuft  your  Vanity  abate, 
Ere  your  tird  Hearers  put  Impatience  on, 
And  wonder  when  the  Lamm  will  be  down. 

Nor 
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Nor  think,  by  Art,  Attention  can  be  wrought, 
A  Flux  (f  U  'urds  will  ever  be  a  Fault. 
I'htngs  without  Limit,  we  by  Nature  llamc, 
And  fan  are  ckfd  with  <Pleaftire,  ifthcfi. 

HITHERTO  we  have  dwelt  only  on  the 
Blemiihes  of  Converfation,  in  order  to  pi 
our  Readers  committing  fnch  Offences  as  abfolute- 
ly  deftroy  all  Pretences  to  3>olitenefs.  But  as  a 
Man  cannot  be  faid  to  difcharge  the  Duty  he  owes 
to  Society,  who  contents  himfelf  with  barely  do- 
ing nothing  amifs  ;  fo  Lectures  on  ^Polite  tybilo- 
fopby,  after  removing  thcfe  Obfhcles,  may  reafo- 
bly  be  expected  to  point  out  the  Method  wlu 

Politcncfs  may  be  obtained.  But,  alas  !  that 
is  not  to  be  done  by  Words :  Rocks  and  Tem- 
pefts  arc  cafily  painted,  but  the  Rays  of  cPhxbus 
defy  the  Pencil. 

M  r  T  H  i  N  K.  s  I  fee  mv  Auditors  in  furprize. 
.:,  fay  they,    li .  attended  fo  lor, 

•yd  to  no  ptirpofe  ?   Mn: 
content  ourfelvcs  with  knowing  how  nc 
thing  Wolitenefs  is,  without  being  told  how  to  ac- 
quire  it  >   Why  really,  Gentlemen,  it  is  ji: 
I  have  done  all  for  you  that  is  in  my  Power ;  I 
have  fhewn  you  what  you  are  not  to  be :  In  a 

We 
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word,  I  have  explained  Qolitenefs  negatively ;  if 
you  would  know  it  pofitively,  you  mult  feek  it 
from  Company  and  Obfervation.  However,  to 
fhew  my  own  good  Breeding,  I  will  be  your  hum- 
ble Servant  as  far  as  I  cai>,  that  is,  I'll  open  the 
Door,  and  introduce  you,  leaving  you  then  at  the 
fingle  Point  where  I  can  be  of  no  further  Ufe, 
id  ejt>  Application. 

THE  World  is  a  great  School,  wherein  Men 
are  firft  to  learn,  and  then  to  practife.  As  Fun- 
damentals in  all  Sciences  ought  to  be  well  under-^ 
flood,  fo  a  Man  cannot  be  too  attentive  at  his 
firlt  becoming  acquainted  with  the  Publick  :  For 
Experience  is  a  neceffary  Qualification  in  every 
diftinguifhed  Character,  and  is  as  much  required 
in  a  fine  Gentleman,  as  in  a  Statefman.  Yet  it 
is  to  be  remarked,  that  Experience  is  much  fooner 
acquired  by  fome,  than  by  others  :  For  it  does 
not  confiit  fo  much  in  a  copious  Remembrance 
of  whatever  has  happened,  as  in  a  regular  Reten- 
tion of  what  may  be  ufeful.  As  a  Man  is  proper- 
ly ftyled  learned,  from  his  making  a  juft  Ufe  of 
Reading,  and  not  from  his  having  perufed  a  mul- 
titude of  Books. 

As  footi  as  we  have  gained  Knowledge,  we 
fhall  find  tilt  bell  Way  to  improve  it  will  be  £x- 
ercife,  in  which  two  things  are  carefully  to  be  a- 
voided,  tyofttivenefs  and  djfttfatiw.  If  to  our 

G 
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Care  in  fhunning  them,  we  add  a  Defire  of  ob- 
liging thofe  \vith  whom  we  converfe,  there  is  little 
Danger  but  that  we  become  all  we  wim  ;  and  <-P0- 
litenefs,  by  an  imperceptible  Gradation,  will  en- 
ter into  our  minutcil  Actions,  and  give  a  Polilh  to 
every  thing  we  do. 

Near  to  tkc  far-extended  Coajfs  of  Spain, 
Some  IJlands  triumph  o'er  the  raging  M 
IVhere  dwelt  of  old  ---  as  tuneful  <Poets  fay, 
Slingcrs,  who  bore  from  all  the  Prize  a\ 
While  Infants  yet  ---  their  feel  >/e  NM 


Nor  needful  Food,  till  won  by  Art,  fupp. 

JFJ.N  the  Mark  ---  the  Tvngjter,  oft  in 

vain, 

IVhirfd  the  mifguided  Stone  with  fruit  Icfs  'l>ain  ; 
TtU,  by  long  tPraftice,  to  (perfection  brought, 

With    eafy  Slight    their  former   Task    they 
Bought. 

Swift  from  tbdr  A,  ?clblcjl. 

And,  high  in  Air,  the  fluttering  I 
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So  in  each  Art  Mm  rife  but  ly  degrees, 
And  Months  of  Labour  had  to  Tears  of  Raft. 

THE  Duke  D  E  Ro  CHEFAUCAUT,  who 
was  efteem'd  the  moft  brilliant  Wit  in  France^ 
fpeaking  of  tyolitenefs,  fays,  That  a  Citizen  will 
hardly  acquire  it  at  Court,  and  yet  may  eafily  at- 
tain it  in  the  Camp.  I  fhall  not  enter  into  the 
Reafon  of  this,  but  offer  my  Readers  a  Jhorter, 
fkafaaUr,  and  more  effectual  Method  of  arriving 
at  the  Summit  of  genteel  Behaviour,  that  is,  by 
converting  with  the  Ladies. 

THOSE  who  aim  at  Panegyrick,  are  wont  to 
aflemble  a  Throng  of  glittering  Ideas,  and  then, 
with  great  Exacmcfs,  clothe  them  with  all  the 
Elegance  of  Language,  in  order  to  their  making 
the  molt  magnificent  Figure,  when  they  come  a- 
broad  in  the  World.  So  copious  a  Subject  as  the 
Praifes  of  the  Fair,  may,  in  the  Opinion  of  my 
Readers,  lay  me  under  great  Difficulties  in  this 
Refped.  Every  Man  of  good  Underitanding, 
and  fine  Senfe,  is  in  pain  for  one  who  has  under- 
taken (b  hard  a  Task  :  Hard  indeed  to  me,  who, 
from  many  Years  Study  of  the  Sex,  have  difco- 
ver'd  fo  many  Perfections  in  them,  as  fcarce  as 
many  more  Years  would  afford  me  Time  to  ex- 
prefs.  However,  not  to  difappoint  my  Readers 
or  myfelf,  by  foregoing  that  tpleafure  I  feel  in  do- 

G  2  ing 
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in:;  Juflice  to  the  mod  amiable  Part  of  the  Crea- 
tion, I  will  indulge  the  natural  Propenfity  I  have 
to  their  Service,  and  paint,  tho'  it  be  but  in  Mi- 
niature, the  Excellencies  they  poflefs,  and  the  Ac- 
:ncnts  which,  by  Reflexion,  they  bellow. 

As  ivhenfometyoet,  happy  in  his  Choice 

Of  an  important  Subject tunes  his  Voice 

To  fweeter  Sounds,  and  more  exalted  Strains, 
lyhieb  from  a  Jlrong  Refexion  he  attains. 
As  Ho  M  E  R,  labile  his  Heroes  be  records> 
Transfufes  all  their  Fire  into  his  Words. 
So  we,  intent  the  charming  Sex  to  pleafe, 
Aft  with  new  Life,  and  an  unwonted  Eafe  • 
Beyond  the  Limits  of  our  Genius  foar, 
Aid  feel  an  Ardour  quite  unknown  before. 

THOSE  who,  from  v.  ideas  of  Thi; 

have  forced  thqnfclvcs  into  a  Diflike  of  the 
will  be  apt  to  cry  out,  \Vherc  \vould  this  F<. 
run?   Has  he  fo  long  ftudied  Women,  and  does  he 
not  Jcnow  what  Numbers  ,  gay 

Coquettes ,  and  gL  :  here  arc  am- 

fhtm  ? Alas !  Gentlemen,  what  Min 

thcfc  ? 
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thefe  ?  How  will  you  be  furpriz'd,  if  I  prove  to 
you,  that  you  are  in  the  fame  Sentiments  with 
me,  and  that  you  could  not  have  fo  warm  Re- 
fentments  at  thefe  ^Peccadilloes,  if  you  did  not 
think  the  Ladies  more  than  mortal  ? 

ARE  the  Faults  you  would  pafs  by  in  a  Friend, 
and  fmile  at  in  an  Enemy,  Crimes  of  fo  deep  a 
Dye  in  them  as  not  to  be  forgiven  ?  And  can  this 
flow  from  any  other  Principle,  than  a  Perfuaflon 
that  they  are  more  perfect  in  their  Nature  than 
we,  and  their  Guilt  the  greater  therefore,  in  de- 
parting, even  in  the  fmalldt  Degree,  from  that 
Perfection  ?  Or  can  there  be  a  greater  Honour  to 
the  Sex,  than  this  Dignity,  which  even  their  E- 
nemies  allow  them,  to  fay,  Truth,  Virtue,  and 
Women  owe  lefs  to  their  Friends  than  to  their 
Foes  ;  fince  the  Vicious,  in  both  Cafes,  charge 
their  own  Want  of  Taile  on  the  Weakmfs  of  hu- 
man Nature,  purfue  grofler  Pleafiires  becaufe 
they  are  at  Hand,  and  neglect  the  more  refined, 
as  Things  £>f  which  their  Capacities  afford  them 
no  Idea, 

Born  with  a  feruite  Guft  to  fenfual  Joy, 
Souls  of  jew  Tajte  the  facred  Flame  deftroy, 
By  which,  allied  to  the  ct  he-rial  Ere, 
CskJHal  Views  the  IJero'^  'fkongbts  infyirc  : 
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bira  in  a  fullii.it  r  Path  to  //. 

;  to  Glory  and  to  Love  ; 
<Paffions  vbich  only  give  e.  Right  ro  Faw9 
?o  prefent  Bbfs>  and  to  a  dcatblsfs  flame. 
While  tbofe  meat  Wrctcbcs,  with  jt/ft  Sbam 


Live  o;:  v;  ---  and  arc^  unheard  ofy  d 

M  R.  D  R  Y  D  E  N,  who   knew  human  Nature 

v.cll  as  any  Man  wlv 
]  us  a  jnlt  Picture  of  the  Force  of  Female 
Charms,  in  the  Story  of  C  Y  M  o  N  and  I  p  H  i- 
CENIA.     BOCCACE,  from  whom  he  took  it, 
:i\l  it  witli  all  tiicT/  -r>-  an  Italian 

Compel  It  ion  l>le   of:    The  /  Poet, 

like  moll  Englifb  Travellers,  silver 

in  E-  that  fupcrficiaj  Gilding,  and  be- 

llowcd    a   N'  E  a  Tale.     He 

paints  in  C  Y  M  o  N  a  Soul  buried  in  a  Confulion 
of  Ideas,  informed 
to  ftrugi  p  or  afford  a: 

/.iis  Condition  he  rcpre- 
:ick  with  tlu  R-.'.ys  of  1 
Bea  1  by  them,  his 

Faculties  fccm  to  aivaket 
and  that  uncooth  Ferocity  of  M 

he 
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he  had  hitherto  been  diftinguilhed,  gave  way  to 
an  obliging  Behaviour,  the  natural  Effect  of  Love. 

THE  Moral  of  this  Fable  is  a  Truth  which 
Can  'never  be  inculcated  too  much.  It  is  to  the 
Fair  Sex  we  owe  the  moft  finning  -Qualities  of 
which  ours  is  Mailer  :  As  the  Antients  infinuated, 
With  their  ufual  Addrefs,  by  painting  both  the 
Virtues  and  Graces  as  Females.  Men  of  trite 
Tafte  feel  a  natural  Complaifance  for  Women 
when  they  converfe  with  them,  and  fall,  without 
knowing  it,  upon  every  Art  of  Pleafing  ;  which 
is  the  Difpofition,  at  once  the  moft  grateful  to 
others,  and  the  moft  fatisfactory  to  ourfelves.  An 
intimate  Acquaintance  with  the  other  Sex,  fixes 
this  Complaifance  into  a  Habit,  and  that  Habit  is 
the  very  Eflence  of 


NAY,  I  prefume  to  fay,  ^Pditenefs  can  be  no 
other  way  attained.  Books  may  furnifh  us  with 
right  Ideas,  Experience  may  improve  our  Judg- 
ments ;  but  it  is  the  Acquaintance  of  the  Ladies 
only  which  can  beftow  that  Eajincfs  of  Addrefs, 
whereby  the  fine  Gentleman  is  diftinguifh'd  from 
the  Scholar,  and  the  Man  of  Bujinefs. 

THAT  my  Readers  may  be  perfectly  fatisfy'd 
in  a  Point  which  I  think,  of  fo  great  Importance, 
let  us  examine  this  a  little  more  ftri&ly. 

TH  EB.S 
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THERE  is  a  certain  cwftitntiunal  Qride  in 
Men,  which  hinders  their  yielding  in  Point  of 
Kjtowledge,  Honour,  or  Virtue  to  one  another  : 
This  immediately  forfakes  us  at  the  Sight  of  Wo- 
man ;  and  the  being  accuflomed  to  fubmit  to  the 
Ladies,  gives  a  new  Turn  to  our  Ideas y  and  opens 
a  Path  to  Reafon,  which  flic  had  not  trod  before. 
Things  appear  in  another  Light,  and  that  Degree 
of  Complacency  feems  now  a  Virtue,  which  here- 
tofore we  regarded  as  a  Meannefs. 

I  HAVE  dwelt  the  longer  on  the  Charms  of 
the  Sex,  arifing  from  the  ^Perfection  viiible  in  their 
exterior  Competition,  becaufe  there  is  the  itrongefl 
Analogy  between  them  and  the  Excellencies  which 
from  a  nicer  Inquiry  we  difcover  in  the  Minds  of 
the  Fair.  As  they  are  diitinguifhcd  from  the  ro- 
buft  Make  of  Man  by  that  Delicacy  exprcfs'd  by 
Nature y  in  their  Form,  fo  the  Severity  of  mafcu- 
linc  Senfe  is  foftcnM  by  a  Sweetncfs  peculiar  to 
the  Female  Soul.  A  native  Capacity  of  Pleaiing 
attends  them  through  every  Circumiiance  of  I 
and  what  we  improperly  call  the  IVeakncfs  of 
the  Sex,  gives  them  a  Superiority  unattainable  by 
Force. 

THE  Fable  of  the  A  ind  the 

to  make  the  Man  throw  oft"  hi  a. 
is  no:  an  improper  Picture  of  th,  .k  Diffe- 
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rence  between  the  Powers  of  either  Sex.  The 
bluftering  Fiercenefs  of  the  former ',  inftead  of  pro- 
ducing the  Effect  at  which  it  aimed,  made  the 
Fellow  but  wrap  himfelf  up  the  clofer ;  yet  no 
fooner  did  the  Sun-Beams  play,  than  that  which 
before  protected,  became  now  an  Incumbrance. 

JUST  fo,  that  *rttdi  which  makes  iis  tenacious 
in  Difputes  between  Man  and  Man,  when  ap- 
plied to  the  Ladies,  infpires  us  with  an  Eagernefs 
not  to  contend,  but  to  obey. 

To  fpeak  fincerely  and  philofophically,  Wo* 
inen  feem  defign'd  by  ^Providence  to  fpread  the 
fame  Splendour  and  Chearfulnefs  through  the  in- 
tellectual Oeconomy,  that  the  celeftial  Bodies  dif- 
fufe  over  the  material  Part  of  the  Creation.  With- 
out them  we  might  indeed  contend,  deftroy,  and 
triumph  over  one  another,  fraud  and  fores 
would  divide  the  World  between  them,  and  we 
(hould  pafs  our  Lives,  like  Slaves,  in  continual 
Toil,  without  the  ProfpecT:  of  Pleafure  or  Relaxa- 
tion. 

1 1  is  the  Cbnverfation  of  Women  that  gives  a 
proper  Eiafs  to  our  Inclinations,  and,  by  abating 
the  Ferocity  of  oilr  PlUions,  engages  us  to  that 
Genthnefs  of  Deportment,  which  we  ftyle  Huma* 
toity.  The  Tendernefs  we  have  for  them  foftens 
the  Ruggednefs  of  our  own  Nature,  and  the  Vir+ 
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Tuts  we  put  on  to  make  the  better  Figure  irf 
their  Eyes,  keep  us  in  Humour  with  ourfelves. 

I  s  p  E  A  K.  ic  without  Affe&ation  or  Vanity, 
that  no  Man  has  applied  more  afliduoufly  than 
:f  to  the  Study  of  the  Fair  Sex;  and  I  aver 
it  with  the  greateft  Simplicity  of  Heart,  that  I 
have  not  only  found  the  moil  engaging  and  moft 
amiable,  but  alfo  the  moft  generous  and  mod  he- 
roick  Qualities  amongil  the  Ladies ;  and  that  I 
have  difcovcr'd  more  of  Candour,  Difinterejled- 
and  Fervour  in  their  Friendships,  than  in 
thofc  of  our  own  Sex,  though  1  have  been  very 
careful,  and  particularly  happy  in  the  Choice  of 
my  Acquaintance. 

M  Y  Readers  will,  I  dare  fay,  obferve,  and  in- 
deed I  dcfire  they  fhould,  a  more  than  ordinary 
Zeal  for  inculcating  a  high  Eilcem  of,  and  a  fin- 
Attachment  to  the  Fair.  What  I  propofe 
from  it,  is,  to  rcftify  certain  Notions,  which  arc 
not  only  dcitructive  of  all  cPoJitenefs>  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  detrimental  to  Society,  and  incompati- 
ble with  the  Dignity  of  human  Nature.  Thcfc 
have  of  Luc  Years  fpread  much  amongft  thofc 
who  afTume  to  themfclves  the  Title  of  Fine  • 
tkmen  ;  and,  in  Confequence  thereof,  talk  \u:h 
great  Freedom  of  thofe  from  whom  they  are  in 
no  danger  of  being  called  to  an  account.  "J 
is  fo  much  of  Bafencfs^  Cowardice,  and  Contempt 

of 
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of  'truth  in  this  way  of  treating  ^thofe  who  are 
alone  capable  of  making  us  truly  and  rationally 
happy,  that  to  confider  the  Crime,  mull  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  a  reafonable  Man  abhor  it.  Levity 
is  the  belt  Excufe  for  a  tranfient  Slip  of  this 
Kind  ;  but  to  perfift  in  it,  is  evidently  defcend- 
ing  from  our  own  Species,  and,  as  far  as  we  are 
able,  putting  on  the  Brute. 

Framed  to  give  Joy,  the  lovely  Sex  arefeen, 

Beauteous  their  Form,  and  heavenly  in  their 
Mem ; 

Silent,  they  charm  the  pkas'd  Beholder's  Sight., 
And  fyeaking,  fir  ike  us  with  a  new  Delight  : 

Words,  when  fronounfd  by  them,  bear  each  a 
Dart, 

Invade  our  Ears,  and  wound  us  to  the  Heart. 
'To  no  ill  Ends  the  glorious  <PajJtonfiuays, 
By  Love  and  Honour  bound,  the  Toitth  obeys  • 
TMly  by  his  Service  won,  the  grateful  Fair 
Confents,  in  'Time,  to  eafe  the  Lover's  Care^ 
Seals  all  his  Hopes,  and,  in  the  bridal  Kifs* 
Gives  him  a  'Title  to  untainted  B/ifs. 

H2  T 
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I  c  H  u  s  E  to  put  an  End  to  my  Le&urfc  on 

'ntfs  here,    becaufc,    having   (poke   of  the 

Ladies,  I  would  not  defccnd  again  to  any  other 

Subject.     In  the  Current  of  my  Difcourfe,  I  have 

to  fhew  the  Ufe  and  Amiablenefs  of 

that  Art  which  this  'freatife  was  written  to  re. 

commend  ;  and  have  drawn,  in  as  ilrong  Colours 

as  I  was  able,  thofe  Sclecifms  in  Behaviour,  which 

Men,  either  through  Giddintfs  or  a  wrong  Turn 

of  Thought,  are  moil  likely  to  commit. 

PERHAPS  the  Grave  may  think  I  have  made 
cpolitenefi  too  important  a  Thing,  from  the  Man- 
ner in  which  I  have  treated  it :  Yet,  if  they  will 
but  reflect,  that  a  btffl^Mft  in  the  moil  atiguil 
Aflembly,  a  Lawyer  of  the  deepeil  Talents,  and 
a  Divine  of  the  greateil  Parts,  muil  notwitbftand- 
ing  have  a  large  Share  of  <Politenefsy  in  order  to 
engage  the  Attention,  and  Itafs  the  Inclinations  of 
his  Hearers,  before  he  can  ferfuade  them,  they'll 
be  of  another  Opinion,  and  confefs  that  fome 
Care  is  due  to  acquiring  that  Qttaltty  which  muil 
let  off  all  the  reft. 

T  if  E  gayer  Part  of  my  Readers  may,  proba- 

rind  fault  with  thofe  Rcltraints  which  may 

It  from  the  Rules  I  have  here  laid  down :  But 

I  would  have  thcfe  Gentlemen  remember,  that  I 

point  out  a  Way  whereby,  without  the  Trouble  of 

Sttuiy, 
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Study  y  they  may  be  enabled  to  make  no  defpica- 
ble  Figure  in  the  World  ;  which,  on  mature  Deli- 
beration, I  flatter  myfelf  they  will  think  no  ill 
Exchange.  The  Ladies  will,  I  hope,  repay  my 
Labours,  by  not  being  difpleafed  with  this  Offer 
of  my  Service.  And  thus,  having  done  all  in  my 
Power  towards  making  Folks  agreeable  to  one  an- 
other, I  pleafe  me  with  the  Hopes  of  having  pro- 
cured a  favourable  Reception  for  myfelf. 


When  %ay  P  *  T  fc  o  N  T  u  s  ,  tn  wretf  the  Age, 
Gave  way,  of  old,  to  his  fatirick  Rage  • 
This  motly  Form  he  for  his  Writings  choft, 
'And  checquer'd  lighter  Verfe  with  gravertyrofe. 
When,  with  j  uft  Malice,  he  deftgtfd  to  Jhow^ 
How  far  unbounded  Vice,  at  lajt,  would  go^ 
In  tyrofe  we  read  the  execrable  Tale, 
And  fee  the  Face  of  Sin  without  a  Veil  ; 
But  whm  his  Soul,  tyfomcfoft  Theme  inffir'd, 
The  Aid  of  tuneful  ^Poetry  required, 
His  Numbers  with  peculiar  Sweetnefs  ran, 
And  in  his  eafy  Verfe  we  fee  the  Man. 

Leartfd, 
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Learned  >  without  Pride,  of  Tafle  correct,  yet  free* 
jUikefrot*  Nicenefs,  and  from  Pedantry  : 
Ctrelefs  of  Wtahb>  yet  lilting  decent  Show  ; 
In  fine,  bjBirtb  a  Wit,  by  Tirade  a  Beau. 
fretty  he  cevfufd  a  licentious  Age, 
And  him  7  copy,  tko'  with  chafter  Wage  ; 
J&pofe  the  Evils  in  wbicb  Brutes  delight, 
AnJJbew  kow  eafy  'tis  to  be  Police. 
Exhort  oitr  *m»£  Toutb  ---  to  wend  in 


Leffurcs  give  ---  for  Mem'rfs  fake,  in 
Rbirnc, 

*feacbing  this  ART  ---  to  pafs  tbrougb  Lift 
at  Eaft, 

^Pleas'  din  ourfehes,  white  all  around  we  pteafe, 

FINIS. 
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M  A  D  AM, 

S  it  was  a  Converfatipn  of  Yours, 
that  led  me  to  confider  the  Subjeft 
of  the  following  Tradt  more  per- 
fedtly  than  ever  I  had  done;  I 
could  think  of  no  Way  fo  proper 
to  introduce  it  to  the  World,  as  by 
a  Dedication  to  Yourfelf. 

WHETHER  its  Sentiments  agree  entirely  with 
Yours  or  no,  yet  I  am  almoft  fure  it  will  be  ac- 
ceptable to  You,  as  it  is  a  facer -e  and  free  Search 
after  Truth,  in  a  mod  important  Point  of  Reli- 
gion; on  which,  I  know,  Your  Heart  is,  truly 
and  wholly  fix'd.  I  could  on  other  Accounts  ex- 
patiate as  much  on  Your  fingular  Merit  and  Per- 
fedlions,  as  any  Author  whatever  ;  and  I  believe 
with  more  Ju/tice,  and  lefs  Flattery,  than  moft  Men 
do  on  fuch  Occafions :  But  as  You  look  upon  all 
other  Accomplilhments  as  Trifles,  in  Compari- 

fon 
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of  true    Chriftian    Knowledge   and    Moral 

«inefs ;  it  would  be  unjuft  to  fet  You  forth  a* 

:ttern  to    Your  Sex,     but  in  thofe   Things 

which  You  Yourielf  think  really  valuable^    and 

in  which  I  think  but  few  equal  Ton. 

IT  is  not  often,   that  we  fee  Ladies  cntring  to 

any  Purpofe,    into  a  Knowledge  of  Ethics  and 

Theology  :    They  are  generally  taken  up  witli  the 

Pomp  of  Drefs,  and  the  Vanity  of  Play,  or  fome 

r  criminal  or  trifling  Amufement ;     But  the 

moft  fecret  Points  of  Truth,   which  lie  far  out  of 

the  common  Reach  of  feminine  Capacities,  yet 

wherein  You  fee  the  Intereft  of  Religion  is  greatly 

concern'd,     are  Your  daily  Thought  and  Study. 

Can  it  be  for  any  other  End,   than  tojonn  Your 

and  Converfation  on  the  Iblid  Principles  of 

unalterable  Reajbn  ?    We  are  convinced  it  cannot, 

Thing  we  fee  in  You.      It  ferves  to  no 

nity,  gives  You  no  Affectation  of  a 

iuperior  Genius  j     but  only  helps  to  dijlinguijh 

,  by  a   greater  Humility  and  Modefty,   by  a 

more  1  and  rational  Piety   towards  GOD, 

and  by  a  more  affable,    a  ^ng>   good 

Ition  towards  all  You  kno  con- 

ith, 

MAY  You,  Mail-am  !  long  blefs  the  World  by 

'\rht  an  Example  of  true  Religion  tuc, 

and  thus  go  on  in  the  Way:,  of  Perfection,  till 

.ve  at  the  hlgheji  Degree  of  Il^pnincfs  and 

ry,   that  an  human  Creature  is  capable  of ! 

THE 
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Concerning  his 
Eternity  of  Hell-Torments  confider&d. 

was  with  great  Pleafure,  that  I  receiv- 
ed your  learned  and  elaborate  Collection 
of  Texts  and  'Tejlimonies  relating  to  the 
Eternity  of  Hell-torments :  And  I  af- 
fure  you,  Sir !  I  read  it  over  with  feme 
particular  Application  and  Care,  as  ex- 
petting  much  Satisfaction  on  that  curious  Point,  from  a 
Perfon  of  your  philofophical  Genius,  and  experienced  Know- 
ledge in  Divinity.  Of  this  1  was  the  more  dejirous,  be- 
caufe  I  had  not  long  before  publifhed  my  own  Thoughts  upon 
the  fame  Subject :  But  fucb  they  are,  as  differ  widely  from 
ycurs  -,  and  yet  I  find '  not,  by  all  you  have  faid  upon  it, 
the  leaft  Reafon  to  change  my  Opinion. 

NEAR  the  beginning  of  yourlraff,  you  compliment 
the  late  very  learned  Dr.  Thomas  Burnet,  on  his  good 
Nature  in  thinking  on  your  Side  of  the  QueftioTi,  and  in  en- 
deavouring to  confute  the  proper  Eternity  of  Hell-tor- 
ments :  But  yet  you  freely  own,  he  has  not  gone  to  the 
Bottom  of  that  Matter ;  and  therefore  think  it  high  Time 
for  you,  who  have  more  thoroughly  confidered  the  genuine 

Record 
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Records  of  Scripture  and  Antiquity,  to  keep  Silence  no 
longer  ;  but  to  lay  the  whole  Evidence  you  go  upon  before 
the  World)  that  it  may  fee  the  Abfurdity  of  this  Doc- 
trine, and  the  great  Reproach  //  is  to  the  Chriftian 
Religion  •,  upon  ivhich,  you  fay  in  your  Obfervations  at 
End  of  your  Book,  this  Doftrine  pretends  principally 
to  be  grounded' — Will  you  give  me  leave  to  return,  that 
this  nought  of  its  being  principally  grounded  on  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  is  the  unhappy  Error,  both  of  you 
and  Dr.  Burner,  and  of  all  the  good-natured  Men  that 
think  with  you  •,  and^  that  after  your  whole  Evidence 
brought^  tbc  Dottrine  of  a  proper  Eternity  Jlill  appears 
to  me  fo  far  from  being  abfurd  in  itfelf,  that  ;.' 

Create/}  Reproach  to  the  Gjipd  of  Chrift,  not  to 
ajjcrt  and  maintain  it.  Becaufe  I  think,  I  have  jhewn  in 
the  Coxrfe  of  my  Rcafoning,  that  the  contrary  Opinion,  c- 
f pec: (illy  that  built  upon  fuch  Principles  as  yours,  is  utter- 
-th  the  Moral  Attributes  of  GOD,  and 
abfolutely  di  both  of  natural  and  revealed  Reli- 

-ill  fnd,  I  hope^  by  this  fmall  Piece  of  minc^ 
the  -  fine -ere  Lover  of  Truth,  at   I  I 

:t  I  baiic  a  r  •••ition  for  Moral  Goodm 

other  View  before  me,  than  to  ejtabltjh  a  true 
r  Piety  I  carts  and  Minds  of 

•wefore  endeavoured,    in  the  befl  and 
ch  9  fearcb  to  that  Bottom, 

.  Burnet  did  not  do,  and  which  I  think  you  alfo 
itiy  failed  in. 

U  imagine  this  Doftrine  is  a  merely  revealed  Truth, 
refcre  rely  only  on  Scripture  and  Antiquity,  for 
I,  en  the  other  Hand,  deduce  it  from 
licr  Source,  even  from  the  eternal  and  u 

:is  of  Things  ;  and  ftw,  thai 
res  do  net  p 

7  Refearches  Mature,  we  ought 

.ermincd  :ble  Demynftration,  found- 

ed 
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td  on  the  Relations  that  ^Things  bear  one  to  another,  con- 
fj.ered  concurrently  with  the  Moral  Properties  of  the  D/- 
vine  Being.  Revelation  son  be  of  no  Ufe  in  this  Enquiry^ 
but  as  its  AJer lions  do  dearly  and  incontrovertibly  comfort 
with  thefe. 

.  AS  to  your  genuine  Records  of  Antiquity ',  1  [ball  fay 
nothing  of  them  -,  becaufe,  till  they  all  come  to  be  acknow- 
ledgd  by  others,  and  generally  received,  as  of  the  fame 
Authority  which  you  afcribe  to  them  ;  you  cannot  but  know, 
your  Reafonings  from  thence  will  have  but  little  Weight. 
And  as  to  the  Texts  of  Scripture  you  have  produced,  I 
think  you  feem,  for  Want  of  confidering  the  Rule  jufl  men- 
tioned^ unwarily  to  pervert  the  Senfe  of  lh£m  \  and^  ta- 
king it  for  granted  that  Truth  is  with  you,  to  fait  them 
merely  to  the  Preconceptions  of  your  own  Hypothe/is. 

TO  UR  Hypothecs  is  confefledly  this  :  That  this  Earth 
will)  at  the  general  Conflagration^  be  turned  into  a  Comet ', 
and  the  Fire  of  that  Comet  be  made  Gehenna,  or  the  un- 
happy Seat  of  condemned  Souls :  But  then,  as  this  Comet 
may  probably  after  many  Revolution*,  taking  up  Ages  of 
Ages  tofinijh,  be  turned  again  into  a  new  Earth  or  Planet  ? 
fo  thefe  Ages  of  Ages  will  at  loft  have  an  End,  and  con- 
fcquently  the  Punifomcnt  of  the  Damned,  tho*  lading  (I 
think  you  ftiould  have  faid^  long-lading  ;  becaufe  you 
have  fixed  one  of  thefe  Ages,  Page  39.  to  at  leafl  four  hun- 
dred Tears)  will  not,  nay,  cannot,  be  properly  eternal, 
flhis  indeed,  in  pur  fixth  Obfervation,  you  ^oidd  have 
us  to  look  upon,  as  your  own  Conjecture;  and  probably  no 
wife  Man,  or  good  Chriftian,  will  ever  confider  it  as  any 
other  -,  but  yet  it  is  your  fundamental  Principle  :  It  is 
that,  for  the  Sake  whereof  your  whole  Book  was  written  : 
And  any  Reader  with  half  an  Eye  may  fee,  that  your 
chief  Dejign  is,  to  adapt  the  Senfe  of  Scripture  and  Anti- 
quity to  this  (Your  and  Dr.  Barnet'^  philosophical  No- 
tion. Hence,  neither  of  you  can  admit  any  Senfe  of  Hell- 
torments,  but  the  literal :  Hence,  incurably  wicked  Souls 
muft  be  finally  defrayed ,  becaufe  they  are  unworthy  of  Sal- 

nation* 
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7,  and  their  Pin.  '  have  an  end:    I. 

the  i  -:y  of  the  ;  no  more  than  its  fur- 

•';///,  nay  i  that 

or   jtu:r  Creature    r:.  r,  fljould 

v, :  <fclF,  is  too  immenfe  a  Thing 

to  be  cxpctf  ed,  ..s  a  groundkfs  Notion  ^  tfa 

i  .vice  and  Felly  of  the  Atha- 

ivrong  Paths  is  a  Man  apt 

-    .'  got  out  of  the  Way  ?  At  this 

e  Divine  Logos,  and  the 

holy  Spirit,  'e  created  Beings  ? 

And  yet  i:  ,  well  of  TO  mvijut.  *.. 

.3?  &tbf9  the  eternal  GOD  -, 
cufy  waiter  tc  l:e  one 

bas  a  pi  .rnity,   the  other  not;  or,  i- 

place  the  Word  <twnw,  fignif.es  long-lading,  in  the 
cvcrlailing  ;    ct\  why  Ei  \iblt  a 

Parte  poit, , 

;:/  with  evcrlafl- 
. 

was  the  RL\. 

'Ay  to  tb  e  en:. I  Dtfign  of  . 

i  tu  tlu  Kud  of  that  O economy,     'fts  therefore 
ming,   n:  of  a  Man  of 'Letters^  (coif 

it)  to  <. 
that  :  v   applied  to 

• 

Jofs  no:  >l  Duration.     Ton 

be  Souls  - 

II  OH' 

}  a  PhilofofL  like  one  of  the 

'  of  the  I 

con- 
faring 
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fidering  the  Soul  of  Man,  as  a  Sparkle  of  the  divine  Ef- 
fince,  as  an  Emanation  of  the  eternal  GOD,  and  as  an 
everiafting  Image  of  him  in  her  rational  and  moral  Cba- 
ratter  ;  rather  than  to  humour  your  <  rifling  Scheme,  built, 
you  confefs,  upon  mere  Conjecture,  to  dcbaje  it  almoft  to 
a  Level  with  the  Brutes  that  per ifa  -,  nay,  infome  rtfpeffs 
infinitely  below  them  :  Bccaufe  you  preferve  many  Millions 
of  Souls  after  Death,  for  Ages  of  Ages  of  Mifery  and 
^Torment,  only  to  make  the  whirly  Parade  of  your  imaginary 
Comet  ? 

'TIS  from  the  fame  Fund  of  Reafoning,  that  you  teachy 
the  Happinefs  of  the  Blejjed  will  be  no  more  properly  eter- 
nal, than  the  Mifery  of  the  Damned ;  only  it  will  be  of  a 
much  longer  Duration,  according  as  GOD,  the  great  Judge 
of  Men  and  Angels ,  /hall  think  ft  for  adj  lifting  the  Defers 
ings  of  each  of  them.  But  I  fancy,  no  good  Man  will 
thank  you  for  this,  your  boafted,  Tendernefs  and  Good- 
nature-, in  robbing  him,  thus  unreafonably,  of  Life  ever- 
lafting :  For  I  believe,  it  will  be  paft  your  Cunning  to  give 
any  Reafon,  why,  when  GOD  has  once  made  the  Souls  of 
juft  Men  made  per  feel:  perfectly  happy,  he  Jhould  after- 
wards change  his  Condutt  towards  ihcfe  perfectly  pure  and 
happy  Souls,  and  either  deprive  them  of  Happinefs  or  of 
Being.  Here  let  us  beware,  led  any  Man  fpoil  us  thro* 
Philofophy  and  vain  Deceit,  after  the  Tradition  of 
Men,  after  the  Rudiments  of  the  World,  and  not  af- 
ter CHRIST. 

CHRIST  has  ajjured  us,  in  terms  as  clear  as  J^ords 
can  fpeak  it,  T^hat  the  Wicked  mall  go  away  into  ever- 
iafting Punifhment,  and  the  Righteous  into  Life  ever- 
iafting :  But  you.  who  feem  to  know  the  Mind  of  GOD 
better  than  CHRIST  him] elf,  very  confidently  inform  us, 
that  the  Identity  of  the  Exprejjion  in  this  Place  fignijies 
nothing  ;  becaufe  the  fame  Word  is  often  ufed,  where  it  is 
certain  a  proper  Eternity  is  in  no  wife  meant.  %b  this 
Difficulty  I  have  replied  before  :  And  therefore  now  return, 
that  whatever  d'awv  in  this  Place  Jtgnifies^  whether 

lafting, 
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lading,    long-lading,  verlaftiiv  •  'tis   want- 

feft,  here  is  no  Diftinftion  made,  in  tbe  Swfe  of  it,  bt: 
the  Punifoment   of  the  IVichd,   and  /,'  ;'^//  the 

'ecus  -,  fo  that  both  are  equally  *'/«y«i^  let  bain*  Jig* 
nify  what  it  v:ill.  Noi'j  as  to  the  Senfe  of  this  Word, 
ivhenfpoken  of  a  future  State,  let  St.  Paul  / 
who  fays  :  That  our  light  AfHidion,  which  is  but  for  a 
Moment,  worketh  out  for  us,  **•>'  t/VffCW^  «t  i'7np£0A»V, 
an  eternal  Weight  of  Glory.  /  do  not  think  any  Words 
can  be  framed  jlronger  and  fuller ',  whereby  to  exprefs  a 
proper  Eternity,  /  He  fays,  the  future  I . 

nefs  of  good  Men /hall  be  eternal  beyond  all  manner  c/ 
preffion;  fo  eternal,  that  Figure  thrown  upon  Figur 
not  be  able  to  reach  unto  it.     It  is  indeed  ar  inexpreffible^ 
as  'tis  inconceivable  :  And  what  can  this  be  fpoken  of,  but 
a  proper  Eternity  ?  For  any  thing  Jhort  of  thai,  may  bt 
both  conceived  preffii     And  that  this  is  the  true 

Explication  of  the  Place,  is  ;  .:  parallel  Paf*. 

Jage  in  St.  Peter,  f peaking  a!fo  of  the  prcfent  afficled  State 
of  good  (  GOD    of  all  Grace,  who 

hath  called  i  ,;al  Glory  by  CHRIST  Ji 

that  ye  ha\v  ;  a- while.  you  pc 

f^ablifh,  (Irengthen,  fettle   y  r  the   Glory   to 

•which  Cl  ire  called  by  CHRIST  JESUS  ,  . 

fee,  the  eternal  Glory  //  any  thing  be 

more  eternal  than  this  ?    Not  GOD  himfdf.     Ar.. 
this  is,  in  both  Places,  cxprejji  Word  «,_ 

at  cncefa  ,  /  GOD,  and,  the  L 

mfs  c-  \  us   to  H  i 

Glory,  that  is,  to  the  eternal 
IT  will  not  air 

'Reward  of  the  Righteous  •,  't*  proper 

Ktcrnity,  loth  of  i 

fore  proving  the  one  ag,  '  both.     But  that 

both  will  be  rqr.;\!ly  etcrn.  from 

what  our  • 

in  fai'onr   cf  the  iftckcii,  but  fi 
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diftingui/hing  Expreflion  of  St.  Paul,  comparing  and 
-putting  in  Opfofition  the  Things  of  the  prefent  and  of  the 
future  State.  For,  fays  he,  the  Things  that  are  feen  are 
vt&W&t  for  a  Time  only,  temporal  •,  but  the  Things 
that  are  not  feen  are  «£/«>/*»  for  ever,  or  eternal.  Hers 
Time  and  Eternity  are  put  in  the  Balance,  the  one  againft 
the  other  :  And  the  Things  of  the  one,  that  is,  the  Joys 
and  Miferies  of  this  Life,  have  an  End  •,  but  the  Things 
of  the  other,  that  is,  the  Joys  and  Miferies  of  the  other 
Life,  will  have  no  End.  This  muft  be  the  Meaning,  or 
there  can  be  no  Difference  or  Diftinciion  betwen  <]t&vgti& 
and  ctiuvtA  •  For,  an  Age,  or  Ages  of  Ages,  are  as  much , 
for  a  Time,  as  a  Day  or  a  Tear  -,  and  therefore  in  Con- 
tradiftinBion  to  all  the  Meafures  of  Time,  the  Comparifon 
muft  include  a  proper  Eternity. 

HAD  you,  Sir!  conftdered,  that  to  pmi/h  an  human 
Soul,  or  any  other  rational  Creature,  by  pojitive  Will,  for 
Ages,  or  for  one  Age  only,  in  order  to  deftroy  it  after- 
wards for  ever,  is  only  punifhing  for  Vengeance  Sake  -,  I 
perfuade  myfelf,  you  would  not  have  been  fo  fond  of  this 
Notion,  as  you  feem  to  be  :  For  is  that,  think  ye,  con- 
fiftent  wi'th  the  Divine  Character  of  infinite  Goodnefs  ? 
Or,  is  it  more  confident  ivith  that  Goodnefs,  to  confine  a 
Man,  Soul  and  Body,  to  Jading  Fire,  during  the  many 
Revolutions  of  a  Comet,  than  to  do  it  to  Eternity  ?  Is  not 
every  Degree  of  Cruelty  and  Revenge,  equally  incongruous 
with  our  natural  Notions  of  the  Divine  Being  ?  Nay,  can 
an  infinitely  good  Being  any  more  bring  Mifery  upon  bis 
Creatures,  than  wiih  their  Death  and  Deftruffian  ?  Con- 

fider  it  well and  perhaps  you9  II  think,  you  have  been 

hitherto  miftaken  upon  this  Point  of  Divinity  •,  and  that 
there  may  be  feme  better  Way  found  than  yours,  to.  vindicate 
thereupon  the  Moral  ^tributes  of  GOD. 

I  KNOW  you  are  fo  confcientious  and  good  a  Man,  fa 
true  a  Friend  to  Piety  and  Virtue,  and  fo  fenfible  that  the 
Purity  of  the  Go/pel  will  adimt  of  no  Boflrins  which  tends 

•  1* 
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to  entourage  Immorality  and  Sin  -,  that  if  this  Confequenc: 
Jhould  appear  of  yours,  you* II  be  the  firft  that  Jhall  cenfttre 
and  condemn  it,  as  falfe  and  heretical^  as  a  Corruption  of 
Chriftian  Truth,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  your  future  De- 
fence and  ProtetHon.  This,  Sir  !  is  proved  beyond  Contra- 
diftion  in  the  following  Sheets^  not  by  way  of  Anfwer  to 
your  Colledion  ;  for  they  were  firfi  publijhed  two  / 
ago  :  But  by  a  Chain  of  Reafoning  purfuant  of  Truth 
only,  and  regardlefs  of  every  thing  but  the  Glory  of  GOD. 


ERRATA. 

Page     7  Line   1 6  for  bare  read  bear 

13 21  after  fame  add  Time 

1 7 1 1  read  Works  •, 

j  8 1 7  for  rivitted  r.  rivetted 

23 27  r.  or  Events  by  which 

24 7  inftead  of  For  r.  And 

3  !  H  for  l*  r-  would  be ' 

32 24  r.  Wilfulnefs  and  Obftinacy 

35 6  for  off.  r.  of. 

39 *  r-  immorz\  Soul 

42 29  r.  Difpofidon 

48 i  r.  as  well  as  this  : 

17  r.  Irnperfeftion 

^o 1 6  r.  are  from  and  to 

55 9  r-  cannot  but  be, 

27  r.  and  will  continue 
. ^7 33  r.  to  be  inconfilh 

6!  32  r.  Purpo, 

66 .      i   r.  being  ; 

67 8  r.  Amen;  u.-re : 

— 08  20  r.  Good  and  Kvil, 

r.  nor  mif* 
1      «-^.         r.  committed  and 
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Hell-Torments,  &c. 

F  all  the  Dodlrines  of  Religi- 
on, there  is  none  fo  terrifying 
to  the  Apprehenfions  of  fin- 
ful  Men,  as  that  of  a  Wrath 
to  come.  A  Worm  that  dieth 
not,  a  Fire  that  is  not  quenck- 
edy  a  Lake  of  faming  Brimftone,  and  a 
State  of  ever  lofting  Burnings  y  are  Expreffions. 
of  Speech  fo  ftrong  and  fo  aftonifliing,  that 
(let  them  fignify  what  they  will)  are  enough 
to  make  the  boldeft  and  moft  daring  Man 
on  Earth  to  tremble  -,  at  leaft,  whenever  he 
gives  himfelf  leave  to  think,  and  to  reflect 
ferioufly,  on  the  poffible  Conferences  of  an 
immoral  Life. 

T  o  thefe  the  corrupt  Heart  of  Man  is  fa 
averfe,  that  it  almoft  unavoidably  draws  in 
his  Reafon  to  argue  and  debate  about,  and 
even  fometimes,  perhaps  too  often,  to  doubt, 
the  Truth  and  Reality  of  them.  Nay,  fre- 
quently the  Juftice,  and  Goodnefs,  and  every 

other 


bthor  moral  Attribute  of  the  Moft  Hit 
GOD,  are  cenfured and  brought  into  qu< 
on  on  this  account,  in  order  chiefly  to  wea- 
ken the  Evidence,  and  to  lejjen  the  Certainty, 
of  the  Punifhment  due  to  Sin,  and  efpecially 
the  Eternity  of  it,  which  is  mentioned  in 
almoft  every  Page  of  Holy  Writ,  under  no 
lefs  a  Sanftion  of  Truth,  than  that  of  a  de- 
mon flrably  Divine  Revelation. 

IT  will  therefore  be  no  improper  Undertak- 
ing, in  thefe  licentious  Times  of  Scepticifm 
and  Infidelity,  to  take  a  Review  of  this  Doc- 
trine, tho'  often  treated  of,  and  to  fee  how 
far,  and  in  what  lenie,  it  may  be  accounted 
for,  on  the  undoubted  and  unrfiaken  Principles 
of  Natural  Religion  :  For  I  am  well  aware, 
as  that  ftands  on  fuch  a  Foundation  as  is  ne- 

\ry  and  eternal,  and  therefore  immutably 
true ;  no  Dcxftrine  pretended  to  be  reveal'd, 
can  be  cither  Divine  or  True,  that  in  any 
thing  oppofes,  or  difagrees  with  it. 

I  N  my  Way  to  the  Difcovery  of  what  is 
abfolutcly  and  invariably  fo  in  the  Point  be- 
us,  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  of  all  the 
iacred  Truths  written  upon  the  Heart  of  Man, 
there  is  none  more  legible  and  plain  than 
this :  That  as  Virtue  or  moral  Goodnefs  hath 
in  the  Nature  and  Reafon  of  things  a  Claim 
to  Reward,  fo  Immorality  or  Vicioufnefs  of 
Life  has  no  leis  an  F.,xpe£lation  of  Punifh- 
mcnt.  Every  good  Man  in  every  Nation 
upon  Earth,  has  always  ivifid  for,  and 
./,  and  in  that  Senfc  promifcd  himlclf,  ft 

Re- 
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Recompenee  of  future  Happinefs ;  and  bad 
Men  have  always  had  their  Fears  and  uneafy 
Apprehenfions,  of  what  may  happen  hereaf- 
ter, and  at  leaft,  that  there  may  be  a  Juft  and 
Holy  GOD,  who,  from  an  eternal  Contra- 
riety of  Nature,  and  an  unchangeable  Deteft- 
ation  of  Evil,  or  Want  of  moral  Goodnefs, 
in  his  Creatures,  willfeverely  punijh. 

THE  Dodtrine  then  of  a  future  State,  in 
which  it  (hall  be  equitably  retributed  to  every 
Man  as  his  Works  in  this  Life  have  been  good 
or  evil,  is  a  Didlate  of  mere  Nature,  not  at 
all  derived  from  Revelation,  tho*  often  there- 
in declared  and  aflerted;  but  plainly  deduced 
from  the  Nature  of  Things,  and  from  the 
mutual  Analogy,  or  Proportion,  they  bare  one 
to  another:  That  is,  in  fhort,  from  their  Eter- 
nal Truth,  as  it  exifls  in  the  Mind  of  GOD  ; 
the  Knowledge  of  which  we  arrive  at,  by 
comparing  and  connecting  their  natural  Fit- 
nefs  or  Unfitnefs,  and  the  feveral  refpedtive 
Habitudes  of  them.  The  Gentiles  ( you  know) 
having  not  any  Revealed  Law,  were  a  Law 
unto  themfehes ;  and  Jhewd  the  Work  of  the 
Law  written  in  their  Hearts,  their  Conferences 
alfo  bearing  witnefs,  and  their  Thoughts  mu- 
tually accujing  or  elfe  excufing  them,  as  their 
Actions  were  morally  good  or  bad;  that  is, 
conformed,  or  not  conformed,  to  the  Ratio  or 
Truth  of  things,  by  which  only  it  was  poffi- 
ble  for  them  to  difcover  what  the  Will  of  their 
Creator  was,  and  what  Adjudgment  of  Re- 

^orjipence 
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vompence  they  had  hereafter  to  expeft  from 
him. 

TH  E  main  Difficulty  then  lies  in  the  Eter- 
nity or  endlefs  Duration  of  the  Punifhment, 
fo  conftantly  fet  forth  as  it  is  in  Holy  Scrip- 
ture :  Not  indeed  fo  frequently  in  the  Old, 
as  the  New  Teftament,  but  in  both  in  Terms 
equally  forcible  and  expreflive  :  And  this,  I 
cannot  but  fay,  is  the  moft  ftartling,  as  well 
as  the  moft  intricate  Part  of  Truth.  But  if 
right  unbiafled  Reafon,  enlighten'd  by  the 
demonftrable  Moral  Attributes  of  GOD, 
fhould,  on  a  due  Confideration  of  things, 
affert  the  fame ;  this  Dodtrine  is  not  to  be  ob- 
jefted  againft,  becaufe  it  is  declared,  explained 
or  enforced  in  Scripture  :  For  it  then  drav 
Evidence  from  thence  of  its  Truth  and  i 
tainty,  as  Jlrong  and  convincing  as  the  Proof 
of  the  Divine  Authority  of  that  is. 

LET  it  then  be  fuppofed  at  prefent,  that 
the  future  Puniflimentof  Sin  will  be  eternal, 
or  for  ever,  as  the  Scripture  fpeaks;  (for  this 
I  think  ought  to  be  fuppofed  at  Icaft,  feeing 
this  Pofnion  is  ib  often  maintained  therein, 
till  very  clear  and  altogether  undeniable  IX- 
monflration  be  brought  to  evince  the  contra- 
ry) and  the  Inference  will  then  he,  That  its 
Eternity  muft  either  proceed  arbitrarily  from 
the  Will  of  GOD,  or  nece/arily  from  the  Na- 
ture of  things.  If  we  fuppofe  it  from  the 
Will  of  GOD,  we  are  thrown  immediately 
upon  unfurmountable  Difficulties,  which 
fccm  to  overturn  at  once  its  whole  Pretenfion 

to 
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to  rational  Truth ;  at  leaft,  I  fee  feme  fuch 
in  the  Way  before  me,  which  I  know  not 
how  to  obviate. 

FOR,  if  merely  the  Divine  Will  be  the 
Fountain  of  Reward  and  Punifhment,  or  of 
the  Length  and  Duration  of  them,  whatever 
the  Eternal  Truth  and  Reafon  of  things  be ; 
then  all  future  Puniihment  muft  be  pojitive, 
and  if  pofitive,  it  cannot  but  be  limited  and 
finite;    if  not    naturally    and  in  itfelf,    yet 
confidering  the  Moral  Properties  of  GOD,  if 
muft  be  ib.     Suppofing  otherwife,  the  Ab- 
furdity  of  the  Thing  will  fupport  the  Con- 
fequence :     For,  what  an  Idea  muft  it  give 
us  of   That  Being,  who  for  mere  Will  only,^ 
and  without  any  other  Reafon,  can  damn  his 
poor,  frail,    tho'   they    be  extreamly  Jinful, 
Creatures,  to  an  Eternity  of  Pain  and  Mife- 
ry,  and  that  too  fo  exqutfite,  that  the  higheft 
Figures  of  Speech  are  not  able  to  exprefs  it  ? 
Forfurely,  if  GOD  can  will  what  he  pleafes, 
he  may  contract  the  Punifhment  of  Sin  to  a 
lefs  Duration,  by  encreafmg  in  a  proportion- 
able manner  the  Burthen  and  the  Grievance 
of  it ;    as  well  as  protraft  (as  Divine  Writ 
feems  to  reprefentit)  the  Reward  of  Virtue, 
to  Life  everlafling.     'Tis  certain  then,  that 
if  it  depends  on  the  mere  Will  of  GOD,  he 
can  make  our  Punifhment  as  tranfient  and 
temporary,  as  long  or  as  fhort,  of  what  kind 
and  what  degree  foever,    as  he  in  his  infinite 
Wifdom  {hall  fee  fit,  or  fufficient,  for  obtain* 
ing  the  End  he  defigns  thereby ;    and  as  he 
B  is 
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k  perfe&ly  good  as  well  as  juft,  what  Com- 
fort may  we  not  take  from  the  Confideration 
of  his  Mercy  ? 

GOD  indeed,  in  his  Holy  Word,  has  feem- 
ingly  threatened  an  Eternity  of  Punifhment  to 
Sin:  But  on  die  foot  of  mere  Will,  he  may 
wifely  threaten  what  Punifhment  he  thinks 
fitting,  even  that  of  eternal  Torments,  and 
yet  be  in  no  wife  obliged  on  that  account  to 
execute  that  Threatning  upon  Sinners;  be- 
caufe  he  threatens  conditionally,  not  topunijh 
if  he  can  avoid  it,  but  purpofely  to  deter  from 
Sin ;  which  is  an  Ad:  not  fo  much  of  Anger 
and  Vengeance,  as  of  Love,  Pity  and  Com- 
paflion.  Who  knows  not,  that  any  Father 
who  threatens  his  Child,  may  yet  forgive  him 
if  he  fees  proper  fo  to  do ;  or,  at  leaft,  may 
reafonably  abate  fo  much  of  his  Anger,  and 
fo  much  of  the  Punifhment,  as  the  particu- 
lar Nature  and  Circumjlances  of  the  Offence 
may  require.  He  may  threaten  to  difcard 
and  difinherit  him  for  ever;  and  yet  may 
fee  Caufe  afterwards  not  to  do  it  utterly,  but 
only  in  part,  or  for  a  certain  time,  till  the 
Senfe  of  his  Error  works  a  Change  in  him ; 
and  then  he  may,  on  the  fame  prudential 
Reafons,  re-admit  him  to  his  conftant  Favour 
and  Acceptance. 

AN  Das  this  implies  no  Inconfiftency  with 
Divine  Wifdom,  as  little  does  it  with  Divine 
yuftice :  Lefs  than  an  Eternal  Punifh- 
ment, 'tis  certain,  GOD  could  not  in  his  Wif- 
dom threaten  to  the  wilful  CommifTion  of 
Sin;  nay,  had  there  been  any  thing  ivorfe  to 

threaten, 


threaten,  that  he  alfo  might  have  threaten  d> 
becaufe  all  his  Menaces  are  for  the  moft  part 
found  to  be  in  vain,  and  utterly  infufficient 
to  put  a  reftraint  on  Vice.     Yet  there  appears 
no  Reafon,  on  the  foot  of  Juftice,  which  can 
oblige  him  to  inflidl  an  Eternity  of  Torments 
on  the  greateft  Sinners  \    becaufe,    as  I  faid, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  GOD,  (allowing  him  to 
be  arbitrary  in  this  Matter)  who  is  of  infi- 
nite Knowledge  and  Power,  may  fo  propor~ 
tion  a  Man's  Punimment  to   his   Sinfulnefs 
and  Obftinacy,  a ;  by  the  exceffive  Weight 
and  infupportable  Load  of  it,    to  make  an 
Hour  feem  an  Age,   and  an  Age  Eternity ; 
and  fo  do  that  in  one  Moment,  which  he  o- 
therwife  might  have  protracted  to  an  indefinite 
Duration.   I  dare  not  fay  to  an  infinite  or  eter~ 
nal  Duration,  becaufe  'tis  certainly  not  with- 
in the  Province  of  Almighty  Power  itfelf, 
not  even  of  Him  with  whom  all  things  are 
pojfible,  in  any  Senfe  to  contract  or  curtail  E- 
ternity,    or  an  Eternity   of  any   thing;    for 
then  he   might  Jhorten  his  own  Exiftencc, 
or  the  different  Modes  of  it,  and  fo  be  able  to 
dejlroy  himfelf:     Which  is  a  notion  attended 
with  a  thoufand  Abfurdities,  and  may  there- 
fore be  denied,  without  the  leaft  Guilt  of  Im- 
piety or  Prefumption. 

AND  again,  as  GOD  might  be  thus  equally 
juft  in  remitting  the  Threatning  of  an  end- 
lefs  Punimment,  by  making  it  at  leaft  Tem- 
porary, if  not  of  as  Jhort  Duration  as  the 
Cominiffion  of  Sin  itfelf  5  it  will  not  be  de- 
B  2  nied, 


nied,  but  (fuppofing  it  in  his  fewer)  it  would 
be  goody  and  kind,  and  merciful  in  him  fo  to 
do :  And  alfo,  that,  as  he  would  fufficient- 
ly  Jhrw  his  Diflike  and  Deteftation  of  Sin,  by 
punching  it  in  an  equitable  Ratio  to  its  re- 
fpedtive  Guilt ;  fo  neither  could  any  Imputa- 
tion of  Impurity  lie  upon  the  Holinefs  of  his 
Nature,  for  fo  doing.  This,  I  fay,  is  ai 
able  and  confident  with  Reafon  and  Truth, 
fuppofing  the  Denunciations  of  Scripture  a- 
gainft  Sin  to  flow,  without  any  other  Foun- 
dation, from  the  mere  Will  of  Almighty 
GOD  ;  and  that  he  may  and  can  punifh  Sin- 
ners in  what  po/itivt  manner  he  fhall  judge 
moft  conducive  to  a  juft  Retribution. 

BESIDES,  the  Nature  of  pofttive  Punijb- 
me?its,  which  are  the  only  Punifhmenis  that 
GOD  can  be  fuppofed  to  inflicT:  by  an  arbitrary 
1  and  Power,  is  fuch,  that  'tis  plain  to 
me,  and  will  in  the  Sequel  I  doubt  npt  appear 
fo  to  others,  that  they  can  in  no  wife  be  of 
Eternal  Duration.  So  that  in  the  end  one  of 
the  two  muft  be  given  up,  either /e/. 
Punlfiwents,  or  the  Torments  of  Eternity: 
And  if  it  fhould  prove,  that  pofitive  Puniih- 
ments  muft  be  given  up;  then  the  future 
Punifhment  of  Sin  docs  not  proceed  from  the 
Will  of  GOD,  but  from  the  Natures  and  Rea- 
of  things  only;  and  therefore  cannot  but 
9  Immutable  and  Eternal^  as  th 
tu:cs  and  Reafons  ate. 

Now,  if  GOD  can  have  any   End  before 
him  in  punifLing  Sin  in  zpofitivc  and  arbitra- 
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ry  manner,  (and  fome  proper  End  an  infi- 
nitely wife  Being  muft  have  in  all  his  Ac- 
tions) it  muft  either  be,  to  reclaim  the  Sinner, 
or  to  deftroy  him  utterly,  or  for  an  Example 
to  others,  or  purely  for  the  fake  of  taking 
Vengeance  on  an  obftinately  difobedient  and 
incorrigible  Creature.  But  choofe  which  you 
will  of  thefe  Grounds  of  Punifhrnent  to 
fupport  the  Thefts ;  yet  it  will  follow,  that 
as  the  Punifliment  itfelf  cannot  poffibly  be 
Eternal,,  fo  neither  can  GOD,  confidently 
with  his  own  Divine  Properties,  injlift  fuch  a 
Punifhment :  that  is,  he  cannot  actually  and 
pojitively  inflict  Punifhment  in  a  future  State, 
for  any  of  the  Ends  afore-mentioned. 

'Tis  certain,  in  the  firft  Place,  GOD  can- 
not puniili  Men  in  the  Life  to  come  with 
eternal  Torments,  only  to  take  Vengeance  on 
their  Perverfenefs  and  Incorrigibility  in  Sin 
during  this  Life  ;  without  giving  up  at  the 
fame  ( which  is  impoffiblej  the  PerfeElim  of 
his  moral  Attributes.  For  this  would  be  to 
have  the  Spirit  of  a  Tyrant,  who  puniihes 
for  puniming  fake,  and  takes  a  Delight  in 
making  and  feeing  his  poor  Slaves  and  Vaf- 
fals  unhappy  and  mijerabk.  'Tis  punishing 
for  no  End  but  to  pleafe  a  malicious  impla- 
cable Mind,  void  of  all  Pity  and  Companion, 
of  all  Tendernefs,  Goodnefs,  and  Mercy ;  which 
is  certainly  the  Reverie  of  what  Reaibn  and 
Holy  Writ  teach  us  to  think  and  believe  of 
G  o  D,  the  moft  perfect  and  bed  of  Beings. 
If  we  would  paint  an  evil  Spirit,  even  the 
worft  of  Beings,  in  his  proper  Colours,  it 

muft 
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muft  be  by  the  Characters  of  Malice,  Im- 
placability, and  never-ceajing  Vengeance,  ex- 
erted to  no  other  Purpofe,  but  forjportive 
Fury  and  diabolical  Delight.  This  therefore 
is  an  Opinion  fo  repugnant  to  Reafon  and 
Truth,  that  it  may  be  faid  to  undeify  (as  far 
as  poflible)  our  Great  Creator ,  who  is  the 
Author  of  all  Good,  and  only  of  Good  ;  and 
even  to  transform  him  into  the  Image,  and 
Nature,  andDifpofitbnof  the  Evil  one,  who 
is  black  with  Mifchief,  and  is  reprefented  to 
us  as  taking  a  moft  horrid  Pleafure  in  cor- 
rupting, accufing,  and  tormenting  others. 

No  more  can  the  Punifliments  of  Futu- 
rity be  eternal,  fuppofing  GOD  fhould  will 
the  Punifhment  of  fome  finful  Beings  for  an 
Example  to  others.  But  probably  GOD  ne- 
ver did,  nor  never  can,  will  fuch  a  Punifh- 
ment, that  is,  purely  and  properly  for  an  Ex- 
ample to  others ;  much  lefs  can  he  do  it  at 
all  to  Eternity ',  which  carries  in  it  infinitely 
more  of  Abfurdity  and  Contradiction.  Tis 
faid  indeed,  that  the  Cities  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrab  are  fet  forth  for  an  Example,  fuffer- 
ing  the  Vengeance  of  Eternal  Fire :  But  here 
Eternal  Fire  does  not  fignify  an  endlefs  but 
an  exterminating  Vengeance ;  for  it  means 
no  more  than  that  thofe  Cities  were  utterly  de- 
ftroyed,  for  their  very  great  and  moft  heinous 
Offences  againft  GOD  and  Man.  Now  if  they 
fuffer'd  this  Vengeance  for  their  own  Sins,  'tis 
plain,  they  are  only  an  Example  to  others  by 
mere  Accident,  and  not  principally  in  the  De- 
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fign  of  Got).     They  are  fo  indeed  by  a  re-* 
mote  ErTedt,  and  in  that  fenfe  may  be  faid  to 
be  fet  forth  as  fuch  in  the  Providence  of  GOD, 
or  in  the  natural  Courfe  and  Order  of  things ; 
but  GOD  did  not  punijh  thofe  Sinners  for  that 
End,  but  in  view  or  confideration  of  their 
crying  Sins,  which  were  fo  abominable,  as  not 
to  be  borne  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth.     In 
like  manner,  he  threw  the  fallen  Angels  out 
of  Heaven ;  and  they  are  a  terrible  Example 
to  us  of  the  Wrath  of  GOD  againft  Sin,  and 
of  the  dreadful   Confequences    of  a  proud, 
flubborn,  and  rebellious  Spirit :  But  they  can 
in  no  wife  be  faid  to  be  punifh'd  for  our  fakes, 
no,  not  for  one  Moment  of  Time  j  much  lefs 
to  have  their  Torments  continued  for  ever, 
for  an  Example  to  us  only,  or  to  any  other 
weak  and  imperfedt  intelligent  Beings:  For 
if  GOD  had  not  a  Reafon  for  punifhing  them 
on  their  own  Account,  it  would  be  unjuft  in 
him  to  take  an  Occaiion  for  it  on  ours.  Who- 
ever is  jujtly  punijh' d,  muft  himfelf  be  guilty*. 
Befides,  to  what  end  is  an  Example  to  Eter- 
nity ? 

*  LEST  any  thing  fhould  be  hence  inferr'd  to  the  Pre- 
judice of  ChrlJVs  Sacrifice  for  the  Sins  of  Mankind,  let 
it  be  obferved,  that  tho*  'tis  faid,  our  Iniquities  were  laid 
upon  him,  and,  he  bore  our  Sins  in  bis  own  Body  ;  yet  'tis 
never  faid,  he  was  punijhed  for  our  fakes :  No,  every 
Punijhment  is  exacted  in  Jujlice ;  but  the  Atonement 
which  our  Lord  made  for  Sin,  was  on  all  fides  a  pure 
A«St  of  Mercy  :  "  Freely  done ,  and  freely  accepted^  with- 
"  out  any  Tie  of  Juftice,  or  any  other  Obligation 
"  Whatfocvcr.  "  See  Morality  of  Rel.  p.  42,  &c. 
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nity  ?  Is  it  not  defigned,  to  deter  from  Sin,  of 
to  drive  to  Repentance  ?  and  will  it  ever  have 
this  Effctf,  or  not  ?  If  the  End  be  obtain'd, 
the  Example  ceafes :  And  if  it  never  be  ob- 
tain'd, to  what  Ufe  or  Purpofe  is  fuch  an 
Example  ? 

BUT  it  will  be  plainer  ftill,  that  no  pofitive 
Punimmcnt  can  be  endlefs  or  eternal,    if  it 
be  defigned  by  the  Will  of  GOD  to  extermi- 
nate and  deftrcy  the  Objedls  of  it.     For  fup- 
pofing  fuch  a  Definition,  or  Annihilation, 
to  be  immediate,  on  the  Sinner's  Departure  out 
of  this  Life ;  it  can  be  no  Pwiifoment  ftridr.- 
^eaking,  but  rather  a  Reward:     For  'tis 
certainly  better  not  to  be,  than  to  be  for  ever 
miferable  ;  tho'  'tis  better  to  endure  Jbme  Un- 
happinefs,  even  great  Unhappinefs,  for  a  de- 
terminate Time,    than  to  be  deprived  of  Be- 
ing, and  to  lofe  all  pofTible  Views  or  Hopes 
of  future  Felicity  to  eternal  Ages.     And  fup- 
poling  this  Deftruftion  to  commence  not  till 
after  a  long  Duration  of  Mifery  and  Torment ; 
yet  on  the  ceafing  of  a  Man's  Exiftence,  'tis 
undeniable,    that  his  Punifhment  muft  alfo 
ceafe ;    and  can  therefore  in  no  fort,  at  leaft 
in  no  ftridt  and  proper  fenfe,  be  faid  to  be  an 
Eternal  Punifliment.  But  tho'  I  have,  for  Ar- 
gument fake,    fuppofed  fuch  a  Deftru&ion 
foffible ;   yet  I  muft  add,  that  it  is  naturally 
impojjible,  as  GOD  is  good,  and  juft,  and  ho- 
ly, (and  we  muft  admit  of  nothing  for  true, 
that  is  incompatable  with  thofe  Divine  Pro- 
perties) that  he  fliould  defign  a  pofitive  Punifh- 
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ment,  flowing  from  his  pure  and  all-perfe£i 
Will,  in  either  of  the  Sen.fes  before  fpecified. 
He  cannot,  as  he  is  juft  and  holy,  deflroy 
a  Sinner  af  once-,  becaufe,  as  that  is  pro- 
perly no  Puniihment,  but  what  a  grievous 
Sinner  would  himfelf  take  for  a  Blefling  and 
an  Happinefs  compared  with  eternal  Mife- 
ry  :  So  he  would  neither fuffidentfy  (hew  his 
Diflike  of  Sin  thereby,  nor  his  Impartiality 
in  recompenfing  every  Man  according  to  his 
Work;  for  thus,  all  would  be  alike  dealt 
with,  however  different,  pnequal,  and  un- 
like the  Flagitiqufnefs  of  their  Crimes,  or  the 
Guilt  of  their  Souls,  might  be.  Nor  can  he 
confiftently  with  his  perfect  Goodnefs  and 
infinite  Mercy,  punifti  him^r  #  Time  only, 
for  a  Day,  a  Year,  an  Age,  or  a  thoufand 
Years,  and  then  deflroy  him  for  ever;  be- 
caufe,  that  would  throw  us  back  upon  the 
former  Abfurdity,  of  GOD'S  punifhing  Sin- 
ners in  the  other  World,  merely  for  punifb- 
ing  fake,  without  any  other  End  before 
him,  than  to  fatisfy  a  Thirft  of  Malice  and 
Revenge,  contrary  to  the  Eternal  Princi- 
ples of  Truth  and  Reafon. 

IT  remains  then,  that  if  GOD  (hall  here- 
after punifli  Sin,  or  Sinners,  at  all  in  a  free- 
will'd  po/itive  Manner,  it  can  only  be  for  this 
End:  To  reclaim  the  Sinner,  and  to  make 
him  worthy  of  everlafting  Happinefs.  This 
has  certainly  the  moft  reafonable  View  be- 
fore it,  of  all  the  Inftances  hitherto  pro- 
duced j  and  if  it  {hall  upon  critical  Exami- 
C  nation, 


nation,  be  found  to  be  according  to  the  Will 
of  GOD,  no  doubt  but  a  good  Man  may 
\vi(h,  and  hope,  and  rejoice  to  find  it  fo  : 
Nay;  no  Man  could  be  good,  or  pious?  that 
fhould  hope  or  wi(h  the  contrary,  to  any  ra- 
tional Being  whatfoever ;  becaufe  it  would 
not  only  be  betraying  an  inhuman  Difpofi- 
tion,  but  actually  oppofing  his  own  corrupt 
Will  to  the  Holinefs  and  Purity  of  the  Z)/- 
vine. 

Now  the  Reformation  of  a  Sinner,  if  at 
ell  ejfefted  in  a  future  State  by  fuch  a  fup- 
pofed  po/itive  Punifhment,  rnuft  be  finifhed 
at  one  time  or  other ;  tho'  we  were  to  fup- 
pofe,  what  is  very  rationally  fuppofable,  that 
inveterate  Habits  of  Sin,  fuch  cfpecially  as 
are  rivited  into  the  Judgment  and  Under- 
ftanding  of  a  Man  byfa//e  and  delufroe  Rea- 
fonings,  as  well  as  into  his  Conftitution  and 
Temper  by  long  Cuftom  and  repeated  Practice, 
neither  will,  nor  can  be  reformed  for  many 
Ages.  Such  Torments,  inflidled  on  a  finful 
unbelieving  Soul,  by  the  arbitrary  Power  of 
fhe  fupreme  Being,  would,  I  queftion  not, 
foon  bring  him  to  Faith  and  Repentance,  a* 
far  as  Repentance  fignifies  Grief  and  So? 
for  Sin ;  but  how  long  Time  it  would  r 
to  purge  and  purify  him  from  the  Hatred  of 
.Goo  and  the  Love  of  Sin,  to  the  true  Love 
of  G  o  D  and  all  Goodnefs,  that  i?,  to  change 
his  corrupt  Will  from  an  evil  Habit  to  a  good 
one,  from  a  thorough  Inclination  to  Vice,  to 

the  cwftant  Practice  of  Virtue,    is  perhaps 

*      .  * 

im- 
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impoffible  to  guefs  at.  How  many  thou- 
fands  of  Years  before  the  Creation  of  the 
World,  the  Evil  Spirits  might  have  been 
fubje&ed  to  the  Wrath  of  G  o  D,  we  know 
not ;  but  this  we  know,  that  fince  the  Cre- 
ation of  the  World,  many  thoufands  of  Years 
have  intervened,  and  yet  tho'  they  believe  and 
tremble,  they  continue  the  fame  blafphem- 
ing,  envious,  malicious,  corruptive  feeings 
they  ever  were :  And  as  fome  Men  feerri  as 
averfe  to  all  true  Piety  towards  G  o  D,  and 
Righteoufnefs  to  their  Fellow-Creatures,  as 
the  Devils  themfelves  can  be  fuppofed  to  be ; 
'tis  certainly  not  without  Reafon,  that  we 
are  taught  to  believe,  that  they  fhall  under- 
go the  fame  Punifoment  ( whatever  is  really 
meant  by  it)  which  was  from  the  Beginning 
prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his  Angels :  And 
yet  perhaps  it  may  have  no  quicker  or  fpee- 
dier  an  Effect  in  reclaiming  a  perverfly  wick- 
ed, and  at  prefent  incorrigible  human  Soul, 
than  it  has  had  in  purging  away  the  Inve- 
teracy and  Malice  of  a  diabolical  Spirit. 
However,  if  the  Souls  of  Men  are  ever  to  be 
reclaimed  and  amended  by  future  pofitive  Pu- 
niftiments,  tho1  it  fhould  not  be  for  many 
Millions  of  Ages  ;  yet  then  the  Punifhment 
would  have  an  End,  that  is,  when  it  had 
work'd  the  fuppofed  EffecT:  GOD  defign'd  it 
ihould  do ;  and  confequently  cannot  in  the 
very  Nature  of  Things  fo  confidered,  be  end- 
lefs  and  eternal. 

C  2  BUT 
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BUT  perhaps,  before  I  conclude  this  Head 
it  may  be  worth  reflecting,  that  all  pofitive 
Punifhment  is  purely  external^  ( at  leaft  fuch 
are  thofe  of  Script  ure^  if  they  are  to  be  un- 
derrtood  literally  )  arid  of  courfe  it  tends  only 
in  itfelf  to  reftrain  the  outward  Aftion  of 
Vice,  of  which  probably  there  will  be  none 
in  a  iuture  State.  There'  is  appearingly  no- 
Connexion  between  fuel  a  Punilhment  and 
the  depraved  Will  of  an  human  Soul  ;  and 
in  this  Life,  we  are  certain,  that  the  feVerefl 
pofitive  Punimmcnts  have  neither  Efficacy  to 
convince  the  Understanding,  nor  to  convert 
the  Will,  tho*  they  are  frequently  of  Ufe  to 
make  Men  diflemble  both :  But  in  the  other 
World,  Diflimulation  will  be  out  of  Datey 
and  utterly  unable  to  ferve  any  End  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  Divine  Being,  with  whom 
only  we  {hall  have  then  to  do,  before  whom 
M  Things,  even  the  moft  fecret  Thoughts 
of  every  intelligent  Creature,  lie  naked  and 
open,  and  as  it  were  unbofomed  to  his  all- 
piercing  Eye. 

HERE  we  complain  of  every  perfecutihg 
Act  of  IVIan,  even  of  every  Penalty  as  well 
as  Puniihmcnt,  as  unnatural  and  improper^. 
and  altogether  ufclefs,  to  the  Ends  of  true 
Religion,  that  is,  for  working  or  begetting 
in  us  a  real  Principle  or  Spirit  of  Virtue  and 
Goodnefs,  as  well  asof  Chriftian  Faith  ;  which 
no  doubt  they  are  :  And  fhall  we  put  the  moft 

,  juft  and  good  GOD,  upon  a  Method  of 
Reformation  and  Amendment,    which    we 

utterly 
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Utterly  abhor  and  condemn  ourfelves  ?  which 
we  confefs  is  naturally  infufficient,  as  well 
as  abfolutely  unwife  and  abominable  to  be 
pradtifed?  If  fuch  Punifhments  could  be 
thought  to  reform,  or  tend  to  reform,  the 
Souls  of  faithlefs  impure  Men  iri  the  other 
World,  either  by  their  long  Continuance  or 
great  Severity;  would  not  this  juftify  the 
crueilejl  A&s  of  Inhumanity  for  Religion  fake 
in  this  ?  Even  the  Dragoonings  of  France, 
or  the  horrid  Tortures  of  a  Spanijh  Inquili- 
tion,  in  order  to  bring  Men  back  from  Er- 
ror to  Truth,  or  from  an  impious  Immora- 
lity to  Piety  and  Virtue  ?  Can  we  do  better 
than  imitate  the  Good  and  Great  GOD  for 
fo  good  an  End?  Or  can  we  take  a  more  rea- 
fonable  or  more  fure  Way,  here,  to  convince 
and  to  convert  than  he  himfelf,  on  this  Ar- 
gument, is  fuppofed  to  do  hereafter  ?  Even, 
than  to  burn,  or  fome  Way  or  other  griev- 
oufly  to  torment,  thofe  for  a  Moment  for  their 
eternal  Good ;  which  God  will  otherwife 
burn,  or  grievoufly  torment,  for  many  Ages'? 
Either  confefs  that  this  is  the  moft  certain  and 
effectual  Way  of  convincing  and  converting 
at  prefent  ;  or  maintain,  that  it  is  againfttht 
Nature  and  Reafon  of  Things,  for  GOD  to 
make  Ufe  of  it  for  that  End  in  a  future 
State. 

FOR  my  part,  I  cannot  but  think,  this  is 
fo  repugnant  to  our  natural  Notions  of  the 
Wifdom,  the  Goodnefs,  and  Jujlice  of  GOD, 
as  well  as  to  all  the  known  Principles  of  Truth 

and 


and  Reafon  \  that  it  is  a  Method  he  never  'will 
take,  perhaps  I  might  fay,  that  he  never  can 
take,  for  the  reclaiming  and  reforming  the 
Souls  of  Men.  It  bears  no  natural  Propor- 
tion to  the  End,  and  is  therefore  abfolutely 
unfit  for  the  perfedtly  Juft  and  All-knowing 
GOD,  to  permit  to  usy  or  to  put  in  practice 
bimfelf.  The  Difcipline  of  Force  and  Power 
may  compel  the  external  Adi  to  lie  Jlilly  or 
Jlandin  fear  j  but  the  Mind  of  Man  will  be 
ftill  the  fame,  and  the  Will  continue  un- 
changed, except  QT&J  farther  provoked  to  Op- 
pofition,  Hatred,  and  Abhorrence.  The  Spi- 
rit of  Love  will  never  be  created  by  it,  which 
is  the  only  true  Temper  and  Difpojition  of  Du- 
ty and  Obedience. 

NOTWITHSTANDING,  this  is  the  Strong- 
hold of  the  Anti-eternalifts :  And  it  is  from 
the  Idea  of  thefe  fuppofcd  pofitive  threatnings 
and  Punifhments,  fo  abfolutely  dependent  on 
the  mere  Will  of  GOD.  as  they  fecm  to  be, 
and  really  are,  if  they  nave  any  Place  in  Na- 
ture,  that  fome  Men  have  raifed  to  them- 
fclves  Hopes,  in  view  of  the  Divine  Good* 
and  Mercy,  that  the  future  Punifhment 
of  Sin  will  be  temporary,  and  (which  is  yet 
but  a  miferable  Confolation  to  any  thinking 
Sinner)  will,  at  leaft  after  fome  Ages  of  the 
moft  exquifite  Pain  and  Torture,  have  an 
End.  But  fuppofing  thefe  pretended  Threat- 
nings fhould  be  (ftridly  fpeaking)  no  Threat- 
nings at  all,  but  only  explicit  Denunciations^ 
that  is,  Declarations  of  an  eternal ^and  neceffa- 


ry  Truth ;  and  that  the  future  Puniftiment 
of  Sin  doth  not,  nor  can,  proceed  from  the 
mere  Will  of  GOD,  but  from  the  unchangea- 
ble Natures  of  things  themfelves ;  what  a 
Difappointment  will  it  be  to  thefe  imaginary 
Reafoners,  to  find  themfelves  wrong  in  the 
Account,  and  that  all  their  fond  Hopes  were 
built  on  zfandy  Foundation  ?  And  'tis  certain 
this  muft  be  the  Cafe,  on  a  more  mature  and 
diftinguiming  Confideration  of  it. 

HE  that  reflects,  if  he  does  but  do  it  in  a 
truly  rational  and  metaphyfical  manner,  on 
the  Infinite  Goodnefs  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
will  plainly  fee,  that  tho'  he  can  do  All  Good 
to  his  Creatures ;  yet  he  cannot  poffibly,  /.  e. 
confiftently  with  his  own  Holy  and  Benign 
Nature,  bring  Any  Evil  upon  them,  any  more 
than  lead  them  into  Sin,  nor  ever  adtually  or 
pofitively  of  his  own  Will,  inflitt  on  them  ti- 
ny Punishment.  He  is  Juft,  when  he  lets 
'Things  take  their  Courfe,  and  Wickednefs  be 
a  Punifhmentto  itfelf  -,  and  he  is  Good,  when 
he  gracioufly  prevents  the  dreadful  Effedts  of 
it  arid  them,  either  in  this  World,  or  the  o- 
ther,  by  fome  extraordinary  Means  or  inter- 
pofing  Mercy.  What  we  call  Judgments  up- 
on a  finful  People,  or  by  which  we  fay  un- 
godly Men  are  jujlly  punijked,  are  really  no- 
thing but  the  neceifary  Confequences  of  their 
Vices,  or  the  natural  Effeds  of  fecond  Caufes, 
not  controlled  by  the  Power  of  Almighty  GOD. 
If  a  Conflagration  lays  a  City  in  Arties,  it  ei- 
ther c^me  by  fome  Accident,  or  by  fome  ma- 
licious 


iicious  Defign  of  Devil  or  Man ;  but  never 
by  the  Will,  or  Defign,  of  GOD  :     Or  if  a 
Peftilence  depopulates  it,  this  arofe  from  the 
Malignancy  of  a  ftagnating  or  infedied  Air ; 
but  never  by  the  Appointment  of  an  infinitely 
good  and  gracious  Being.     His  very  Nature 
contradifti  the  Suppofition  of  it.    For  other- 
wife  what  wicked  Rebels  fhould  we  be  in  op- 
pofing  or  withftandjng  thcjujl  Judgments  of 
GOD  upon  us,  by  any  thing  but  by  Supplica- 
tion and  Prayer  ?    But  if  we  fuppofe  them 
nothing  but  the  natural  Effefls  of  fecond 
Caufes,  we  then  alfo  have  a  Right  in  Reafon 
to  defend  ourfelves  from  them,    by  the  r 
proper  and  natural  Means  we  can.     And  as 
it  is  in  this  World,  fo  it  will  be  in  the  World 
to  come  :     GOD  has  it  in  his  Power  to  do 
'what  Good  he  pleafes,  confidently  with  his 
Holinefs  and  Wifdom  j  but  it  is  neither  in  his 
Will  or  Power,  to  wifh  any  Evil,  or  to  do  it, 
cither  to  the  Souls  of  Men,  orjtoany  other  in- 
telligent Creature.    And  therefore  the  future 
Punifhment  of  Sinners  will  be  as  I  (hall  fliew 
anon,  no  other  than  the  ncceffary  Effe&sofSin, 
^rifing  from  the  Truth  and  Reafon  of  things. 

BUT  to  clear  this  Argument  from  all  Ob- 
jection, let  it  be  obferved,  that  this  Notion  of 
GoD's/fcKvr  inflicting  any  Punifhment  upon 
his  Creatures  in  any  fenle  whatever,     is  no 
Reproach  to  the  Providence  of  GOD,  or  to 
'ufl  and  equitable   Government  of   the 
World  :    It  is  no  Reafon  for  our  not  dreading 
icafure,  nor  round  for  lejfcning 
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our  Hope  and  Confidence  in  him,  or  for  not 
applying  to  him  on  all  Occafions  by  Prayer  and 
Supplication  with  Thank/giving.  For  he  who 
fees  all  things,  forefees  the  natural  Effects  of 
fecond  Caufes,  and  the  pernicious  Confe- 
quences  of  Sin  .;  and  as  it  is  his  higheft  Prero- 
gative and  moft  effential  Property  tojkew  Mer- 
cy and  to  do  Good,  he  has  it  in  his  Almighty 
Power  and  infinite  Wifdom  ,  not  only  to 
foretell,  but  to  flop  the  Courfe  of  Nature,  and 
to  prevent  the  Malice  of  Men  and  Devils, 
whenever  he  pleafes  ;  and  to  take  off  the 
Dangers  and  Refults  of  Vice,  as  he  feesv/e 
defcrve  it  of  him ;  and  in  a  word,  is  able  to 
make  all  things  work  together  for  the  Good  of 
them  who  love  him  with  Sincerity  and  Truth  : 
And  we  therefore,  as  a  Mark  of  our  Obedi- 
ence and  Dependence,  ought  in  every  thing 
to  make  known  our  Requefts  unto  GOD  5  and  to 
blefs  his  Name  for  all  the  Good  we  receive, 
and  the  Mifcheifs  we  efcape ;  and  efpecially 
to  beg  him  to  affift  us,  by  his  Grace  and  Fa- 
vour, in  the  great  Work  of  our  eternal  Sal- 
vation ;  that  we  may  have  no  Share  in  thofe 
Jraz^/Punifhments,  we  naturally  trembleat, 
but  be  made  happy  for  ever  in  the  Joys  of 
Heaven. 

As  the  fupreme  Being  is  on  all  Accounts,, 
and  in  every  Idea  we  have  of  him,  perfectly 
Good-,  we  are  certain,  he  could  create  no 
rational  Beings  without  perfect  Goodnefs,  ac- 
cording to  the  Clafs  in  which  he  placed  them, 
nor  for  any  other  End  than  fc>  make  them 
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ILippy,  nay,  eternally  Happy ;  which  is  what 
every  Creature  of  that  kind,  not  only  in  his 
Willies  and  Defires,  but  in  his  Nature  and 
Faculties  from  which  thofe  Defires  fpring,  is 
capable  of:  Orclfe  we  muft  lay,  GOD  has, 
in  the  very  Constitution  of  our  Nature,  made 
us  a  Delu'/ion  to  ourfelvcs,  or  given  us  Hopes 
and  Fears,  Defires  and  Powers,  to  no  true 
End,  or  rcafonablc  Purpoie.  Eternal  Happi- 
nefs  then  was  originally  defigned  to  be  the 
natural  Con/equence  of  moral  Goodnefs;  and 
may  be  truly  called,  tho*  naturally  refulting 
from  it,  its  'final  Reward  or  Recompence. 

AND  not  only  this:  But,  as  GOD  ishim- 
felf  abfolutely  good,  and  juft,  and  wife,  and 
holy ;  he  could  not  but  furnifli  all  his  ra- 
tional Creatures  with  natural  Powers,  and 
means  to  prefers  themfelves  pure  and  good, 
and  alfo  to  obtain  that  Happinefs  for  which 
they  were  created.  That  fome  of  them  are 
fallen  (hort  of  Happinefs,  and  have  made  them- 
felves miferable  by  abufing  their  Faculty  of 
Free-will  to  enormous  and  i  ../  Puiy 

is  no  juft  reproach  to  any  of  the  Divine  Attri- 
butes ;  tho'  we  cannot  but  fay,  GOD  mult 
\\zveforefcen,  that  they  would  ad  in  this  fool- 
ifh  and  perverfe  manner.  In  u\  hem 

pure  zn&forHappinefs,  his  Goodnefs  is  i 
ciently  juftiticd  ;  and  in  allowing  them  all  the 
proper  Means  and  Powers  of  obtaining  that 
End,  hismoft  perfect  and  impartial  Juit ice  allb. 
Now  this  being  granted,  let  it  conic  home  to 
ourfclves :  And  if  we  all,  or  any  of  us,  ihould 
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throw  ourfelves  carelejly  or  objlinately  into  a 
Courfe  of  Sin,  and  confequently  into  a  State 
of  Mifery  and  Undoing,  even  tho*  it  fhould 
prove  Eternal \  we  may  indeed  blame  our- 
felves, and  juftly  reproach  our  own  ill-ma- 
naged Conduct ;  bat  we  can  in  no  wife  caft 
any /#/?  Opprobrium  upon  GOD,  who  in  all 
his  Difpenfations  towards  us  hath  been  per- 
fedtly  Good  and  Gracious. 

THIS  muft  be  faid,  or  otherwife  GOD 
could  not  juftly  have  ever  created  any  free 
Agents,  that  is,  Creatures  with  Power  to 
choo/e  Right  or  Wrong,  and  to  do  Good  or 
Evil,  and  confequently  to  draw  upon  them- 
fehes  Happinefs  or  Mifery  in  Proportion  as 
their  Defervings  mould  chance  to  be;  for 
this  Notion  is  naturally  included  in  Agency 
or  Freedom  of  Will,  and  all  Creatures  fo 
endued  might  have  acted  in  the  fame  unreafon- 
able  and  difobedient  Manner:  But  he  has 
created  many  fuch  Agents,  and  we  know, 
we  Men  have  all  of  us  come  foort  of  the  Glo- 
ry of  G  o  D,  that  is,  of  acting  up  to  his  Glo- 
ry as  we  ought  to  do ;  and  as  furely  as  Sin 
reigns  in  us,  and  to  the  Degree  it  reigns,  fo 
fure  we  may  be,  that  according  to  the  Laws 
of  Nature,  which  have  inseparably  annex  d 
Happinefs  to  Virtue,  and  Mifery  to  Vice, 
as  their  jujl  and  final  Retribution,  the  one 
will  continue  as  long  as  the  other  naturally 
and  unavoidably  ^  that  is,  for  ever,  except  the 
Habit  of  Virtue  or  Vice  be  changed, 
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NOR  let  it  be  thought,  that  this  Expref- 
fion,  for  ever,  when  fpoken  of  everla  fling 
Death,  Undoing  or  Deftruftion,  carries  any 
Idea  with  it  (when  well  confidered)  of  too 
crity,  or  of  what  we  call  Injujlice-, 
for  the  Punifnment  will  not  he  arbitrary, 
but  equitable,  according  to  Mens  jnjl  De- 
Jerfs,  founded  on  the  Nature  and  Reafon  of 
Things,  as  they  neceffarily  exift  in  the  eter- 
nal Ideas  of  the  Divine  Intellect,  and  con fe- 
quently  independently  on  the  Divine  Will ; 
or  in  other  Words,  every  Wickednefs  will 
neccjjarily  and  unalterably  have  its  natural 
and  proper  Torment,  and  in  a  Degree  pro- 
portioned to  its  Variety  of  Kind  and  Cir- 
cumftance. 

THEY  that  think  it  inconfiflent  with  the 

!nefs  of  GOD,  (which  yet,  it  fliould  be 
remembered,  is  always  fo  contempered  with 
infinite  Wijdom  and  perfect  Jnfticc,  as  to 
complete  the  Character  of  an  impartial  Go- 
vernour  and  Judge  of  all  the  World)  to  in- 
flict in  the  natural  Courfe  of  his  Providence, 
an  Eternal  Punijhmcnt  for  Sin,  which  k/bort 
nnd  temporary;  will  hardly  fay,  (if  they 

ik  at  all)  that  'tis  inconfiftent  with 
yttftice,   to  let  a  Man  reap  the  Fruit  oj 

Doings :  For,  this  we  fee  he  does  every 
Day  we  live  ;  and,  in  Torments  too,  far  ex- 
ceeding  and  much  more  lajling,  th.  'lea- 

iurcs^of  Sin.  iiippofing  the  5 

•i  to  be  lively/  aftive  and  feniible,  in 
the  intermediate  State  between  the  Day  of 

ith 


Death  and  the  Day  of  Judgment,  (which 
is  certainly  the  moft  common,  if  not  the 
mofl  rational,  Opinion)  we  cannot  but  fay^ 
he  permits  them  at  leafl  this  Fruit,  the  na- 
tural Confequences  of  their  Actions,  in  the 
other  World  ;  and  as  it  is  now  near  fix  thou- 
fand  Years  fince  the  Departure  of  Jome  fin- 
ful  Souls  out  of  this  World,  it  muft  be  af- 
firmed, they  have  fo  long  had  their  Confci- 
ences  let  loofe  upon  them  in  the  dreadful 
and  tormenting  Reflections  of  an  ill-fpent 
Life. 

No  w  if  we  confider  this  Point  truly,  we 
fhall  find,  that  to  punijh  an  unhappy  Soul, 
( for  no  Man  will  fay,  but  the  Remorfe  and 
perpetual  Stings  of  Confcience  are  a  grievous 
Punijhment ;  which  as  it  is  the  natural  Re- 
fult  of  Things,  proceeds  from  GOD  in  the 
eternally  defigned  Conftitution  of  them)  for 
a  thoufand  or  five  thoufand  Years,  is  no  more 
confident  with  the  perfect  Juftice,  or  the 
infinite  Companion  of  GOD,  than  his  doing 
it  to  Eternity  :  For  a  thoufand  Years  or  more 
of  Punimment  of  any  Kind,  whether  it  be 
fuppofed  natural  or  pofitive,  for  fifty,  thirty, 
or  perhaps  but  one,  of  Sin  ;  nay,  it  may  be 
for  the  Obflinacy  of  one  heinous  Sin  only, 
unrepented  of;  ( for  the  Obflinacy  of  one  Sin 
has  as  much  a  condemning  Guilt,  as  the  Ob- 
flinacy of  a  thoufand}  has  equally  the  Ap- 
pearance of  an  inequitable,  tho'  not  of  fo  un- 
equal, a  Proportion.  But  fince  the  general 
Notion  of  Men  allows,  that  GOD  may  lay 

the 


[  30  ] 

the  one  upon  Sinners,  that  is,  upon  fuch  as 
^re  already  departed-,  'tis  undeniably  conclu- 
five,  on  the  Strength  of  the  fame  Notion, 
againft  the  Advocates  of  finite  Punijbments^ 
that  GOD  may  juftly  fuffer  this  natural  Pu- 
niihmcnt  of  Sin,  which  we  are  now  treating  of, 
to  continue/or  ever:  And  fmce  he  has  de- 
clared in  his  Holy  Word  (  wherein,  no  doubt, 
the  Ambiguity  of  the  Phrafes  is  as  muchfor 
as  againft  h)  that  it  flail  he  fo  ;  it  is  not 
contrary  to  the  acknowledg'd  Reafon  and 
Truth  of  Things,  as  not  being  repugnant  to 
the  Juftice  and  Goodnefs  of  GOD,  to  be- 
lieve it. 

THAT   Sin  is  punifli'd  naturally   in  its 
own  Confequences,  or  has  Mifery  and  Pain 
for  its  certain  Attendant,  every  Function  of 
a  Man's  Confcience  at  prefent  verifies ;    on 
the  ferious  Confideration  of  the  Obliquity  of 
his  moral  Practice,  from  the  eternal  Rules  of 
Virtue  and  Goodnefs.     And  can  any  one  fay, 
'tis  impoffible  or  unlikely,  that  fuch  a  Senfe 
of  Guilt  mould  continue  always ,  in  a  Soul 
devoid  of  all  Goodnefs,  and  entirely  fubjetted 
to  Sin  and  Impurity  ?  Nay,  would  not  even 
fuch  a  Senfe  of  any  one  Sin,   grown  habitual 
to  the  Soul  by  Frequency  and  Repetition, 
render  that  Soqiyir  ever  mijerable  ?  Not  in- 
deed fo  much  as  if  it  had  a  thoufand,  but  in 
Proportion  to  its  Degree  of  Guilt.    Now  this 
continual  Pain  and  Remorfe  of  Confcience, 
cfpecially  for  Obftinacy  in   finning,    tho'   I 
fay,  but  in  one  fmg le  Immorality >  againft  the 
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Light  and  Conviction  of  his  own  Mind,  dur- 
ing the  Time  of  a  Man's  Probation  upon 
Earth,  when  he  ought  and  might  have  fe- 
cured  to  himfelf  an  eternal  Happinefs,  by  a 
contrary  Conduct,  that  is,  by  breaking  cff 
his  Sins  by  Repentance  and  Amendment, 
and  conftantly  endeavouring  to  preferve  the 
Love  of  GOD  in  his  Heart,  and  the  conti- 
nual Practice  of  all  Virtues  in  his  Life  and 
Converfation  ( which  I  call  an  Habit  of  mo- 
ral Goodnefs,  and  which  may  certainly  be 
maintain'd  even  in  the  midft  of  the  many 
WeakneiTes  and  Infirmities  of  our  corrupt 
Nature,  or  elfe  all  Religion  is  an  unreafona- 
ble  Burden)  is  in  the  Language  of  Scrip- 
ture an  everlafting  Death,  or  a  perpetual 
State  of  never-ceafing  Miiery  ;  and  is  confe- 
quently  that  Worm  which  never  dies,  and 
that  Fire  which  is  inextinguifhable. 

I T  appears  then  from  this,  that  the  Tor- 
ments of  Sin  hereafter  are  properly  the  Re- 
fult  of  a  Man's  Life,  in  Proportion  as  it  has 
been  more  or  lefs  finful ;  and  they  are  as  cer- 
tain a  Confequent  of  it,  in  the  Nature  and 
Reafon  of  Things,  as  everlafting  Happinefs 
is  naturally  of  a  good  one,  or  fo  far,  I  mean, 
as  the  Life  of  a  Man  has  been  good.  For 
if  moral  Virtue  was  conftituted  by  GOD  (as 
has  been  {hewn )  to  beget  an  Eternity  of  Hap- 
pinefs ;  by  what  Arguments  can  a  Man  main- 
tain, that  a  Want  of  moral  Virtue,  /'.  c.  of 
the  only  "Thing  that  can  naturally  make  him 
happy,  mall  not  be  attended  with  an  Eter- 
nity 
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nity  of  Unhappiuefs  ?  I  think  I  have  ar- 
gued before,  that  this  Doftrine  is  not  in- 
compatible with  the  Juflice  and  Gcodncfs  of 
GOD,  no  more  than  it  fecms  to  be  with  the 
often  repeated  Senfe  of  Scripture.  In  flbort, 
they  arc  Oppofites  in  every  thing,  and  will 
\iys  continue  fo  -,  or  elfe,  the  Natures  of 
Things,  and  their  eternal  Relations,  mult  be 
utterly  confounded. 

Now,  if  the  future  Puniihment  of  nji 
cfoftinate  Sinfulnefs  will  be  naturally,  and 
therefore  neceffarily -,  according  as  the  Works 
of  a  Man  have  been  more  or  left  evil  ;  it 
will  be  perceived  at  once,  that  there  can  be 
no  Occaiion  for  pofitive  Punifhments  to  be 
exprefly  or  direftly  in/lifted 'by  the  immediate 
Hand  of  Go  D,  (fuppofing  the  infinite  Good- 
nefs  of  his  Nature  would,  which  I  have 
fhewn  it  will  not,  admit  of  it)  in  any  Sexfe 
or  to  any  Purpofe  whatfoever ;  except  a  ? 
will  fay,  that  the  Torments  of  a  wounded 
Spirit  are  not  fufficient  to  make  him  enough 
unhappy ',  which  are  unalterably  annexed  to 
the  Wilfulnefs  of  Sin  in  the  very  Nature  and 
Conftitutipn  of  things,  and  confequently,  all 
the  fcriptural  Denunciations  againA  Sin,  as 
touching  a  future  State,  can  be  no  more 
than  Declarations  of  this  eternal  Truth; 
urged  efpecially  as  a  Check  to  Vice,  and  a 
Spur  to  Virtue. 

THE  Law  of  Nature  is  really  and  pro- 
perly no  part  of  the  Chrijlian  Revelation,  but 
flands  on  its  own  eternal  and  immutable 
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Foundations,  tho*  therein  moft  purely  taught 
and  powerfully  enforced-,  and  the  natural  Sane- 
tiom  of  that  Law,  the  Rewards  and  Punifh- 
ments  of  Morality,  are  in  like  Manner  no 
proper  Part  of  it,  but  are  only  explicitly  de- 
clared to  us,  and  the  Verity  of  them  openly 
maintain  d  and  afferted,  under  the  ftrongeft 
Expreffions  and  Forms  of  Speech.  They  are 
indeed  fet  forth  in  a  legal  judiciary  Manner, 
under  the  terrifying  Figure  of  a  Tribunal, 
an  adlual  pronouncing  of  "Judgment^  and  the 
Diverfity  of  Rewards  and  Punifhments,  par- 
ticularly and  perfonally  afligned ,  but  this 
(as  many  other  Things  in  Scripture  are)  is 
only  fpoken  after  the  Manner  of  Men,  to  a- 
dapt  the  Matter  the  better  to  our  Minds  and 
Capacities,  by  an  Allufion  to  vifible  Things, 
which  are  the  moft  folemn  and  tremendous  to 
Flem  and  Blood.  And  I  queftion  not,  it 
would  appear  to  any  one  by  an  eafy  Confe- 
quence,  on  an  accurate  Examination  of  the 
feveral  Texts  of  Scripture,  relating  to  this 
Point,  that  there  is  really  nothing  more  meant 
by  them  as  to  Punifhment,  than  that  the 
different  Punifhments  of  Eternity  will  be  cer- 
tainly and  infallibly  what  the  Dictates  of 
every  Man's  Confcience  teach  they  are :  viz. 
The  Fruit  of  his  own  Doings,  growing  na- 
turally out  of  their  different  Kinds,  their 
more  or  lefs  Turpitude,  and  heighten  d  or  mi- 
tigated by  the  Variety  of  Circa  rnftances  at- 
tending on  them. 
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SOME  indeed,  againft  all  this  rational  and 
feriptural  Evidence,  have  fond  and  foolifh 
Hopes,  of  cfcaping  the  juft  Judgment  of 
GOD,  even  his  Judgment  fo  clearly  and  rea- 
fonably  explained.  For  they  imagine,  that  as 
we  fee  in  this  World,  Mens  Appetites  and  In- 
clinations frequently  change  and  vary,  and 
they  feemingly  put  off  one  finful  Habit,  and 
put  on  another,  with  a  kind  of  Indifference, 
and  without  giving  themfelves  any  Pain  or 
Trouble  in  fo  doing ;  fo,  in  like  manner,  their 
vicious  Habits  may  all  go  off  at  once  from  the 
Soul,  on  its  feparation  from  the  Body,  and 
leave  them  either  in  an  eternal  State  of  Infen- 
fibility  to  Good  or  Evil,  or  in  amoredefire- 
able  one  of  Everlafting  Happinejs.  But  pro- 
bably this  is,  for  want  of  conhdering  truly, 
what  the  Nature  of  a  finful  Habit  is,  and 
in  what  Part  or  Faculty  of  the  Soul  it  has  its 
Refidence.  If  a  Man  has,  by  the  Principles 
and  Motives  of  Religion,  entirely  changed  his 
Delires  of  all  Sin,  to  an  abfolute  Deteftation 
of  it,  and  to  the  Love  of  all  Good  ;  he  may 
be  truly  faid  to  be  habitually  good  and  vir- 
tuous: But  a  Man  may  be  convinced  in  his 
Underftanding  of  the  Enormity  and  Urn 'eajon- 
ablenefi  of  Sin,  and  of  the  Worth  of  Vir- 
tue, and  yet  continue  to  be  a  very  grievous 
Sinner ;  for  all  that  are  learned  in  the  Tljeory 
of  Religion,  are  by  no  means  Adepts  in  the 
Prafticc  of  it.  Bcfides  we  often  find,  that 
Habits  are  not  always  changed,  even  by  neg- 
ng  or  leaving  off  the  Practice  of  this  or 

that 
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that  Vice.  Many,  'tis  obfervable,  who  feem 
to  have  changed  their  Vices,  yet  tell  over  their 
former  Pranks  withPleafure,  and  even  in  their 
maturer  Age  make  a  jeft  of  thofe  Follies  of 
Youth,  which  they  would  then  think  mean, 
bafe,  or  unmanly,  to  be  guilty  off.  But  is 
this  any  Proof  that  the  Man  is  changed,  or 
his  evil  Habit  conquered?  Not  in  the  leaft  : 
But  that  he  is  the  fame  wicked  and  foolifli 
Man  he  ever  was,  and  his  Habit  alfo  in  its 
full  Strength  and  Vigor  -,  only  he  wants  Abi- 
lity',  or  Opportunity^  or  may  be  his  Intereft 
is  againft  it,  on  fome  account  or  other.  For 
an  Habit  of  Vice  is  no  more  in  the  external 
Attion,  than  it  was  before  in  the  Under/land- 
ing,  nor  yet  in  the  Injlrument  of  Aftion,  the 
Hand,  Tongue  or  Eye ;  but  in  the  Will  of 
him  that  commits  it,  with  his  Understanding, 
and  by  this  or  that  Instrument.  And  there- 
fore, when  the  Action  ceafes,  and  we'll  fup- 
pofe  his  Underftanding  condemns  it ;  yet  if  the 
Will,  the  Inclination,  or  the  Delight  the  Man 
took  in  that  A&ion  continues,  the  Habit  of 
Vice  is  unchanged,  and  he  as  impure,  as  un- 
juft,  or  as  profane,  as  ever,  tho'  ever  fo  many 
Years  may  have  intervened  fince  the  Fadls 
were  done.  And  among  Sinners,  I  doubt 
this  Inftance  is  no  Rarity  ,  even  under  the 
Covert  of  Experience,  Wifdom,  and  Grey 
Hairs. 

Now  if  this  be  fo,  (and  who  can  deny  fo 

plain  a  Truth  ? )   the   Confequence  then  is, 

that  Habits  of  Vice  are^S  rooted  in  the  Will 
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of  an  human  Soul,  by  frequent  Repetitions 
of  Sin,  that  they  become  as  it  were  a  part  of 
its  Conjtitution  and  Nature ;  which  is  the 
Thing  that  renders  a  true  Repentance,  and 
the  Praxis  of  Religion,  fo  wry  difficult,  and 
generally  impoffible,  to  the  fcnlual  and  world- 
ly-minded :  And  confequently,  except  thofe 
Habits  be  reformed  and  ^wholly  altered  in 
this  Life,  by  a  firm  Rejblution,  unwearied  Gr- 
cumfpe&ion,  and  a  gradual  perfevering  Ad- 
vance in  the  Love  of  GOD  and  all  Goodnefs ; 
they  will,  they  cannot  but,  go  with  it  into 
the  other,  and  be  always  at  Hand  to  torment 
and  plague  it,  with  the  rnoft  uneafy  and  ter- 
rifying Reflections.  As  'tis  truly  laid  of  the 
Good  and  Righteous,  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
is  within  you -,  fo  it  may  be  antithetically  faid 
of  the  Wicked,  they  carry  their  Hell  about 
with  them  :  And  were  they  therefore  in  the 
presence  of  GOD,  in  the  midft  of  the  Holy 
Angels,  and  of  the  Spirits  ofjuft  Men  made  per- 
fect, their  Condition  would  not  be  alter'd  nor 
amended :  For,  the  perpetual  Guilt  of  their 
own  Minds  will  render  every  Place  a  Terror 
and  a  Torment. 

AT  prefent  there  are  many  AmufementF, 
fuch  as  frequent  Company  and  Cowuerfu: 
the  various  Delights  of  Senfe,  and  the 
ties  of  Life ;    fometimes  Reading  and  Study, 
and  other  Employments  and  Diverfions  of  a 
thoufand  kinds,  as  a  Man's  Station  and  Con- 
dition in  this  World  are,  which  keep  the  Re- 
fle&ion  of  his  Sins,    and  the   Guilt   of 
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Mind,  out  of  View ;  but  when  his  Soul  (hall 
come  to  be  unckattid  of  Flefh  and  Blood, 
to  have  no  Veil  left  to  obftrufl  his  Memory, 
or  to  becloud  his  Understanding,  and  to  have 
no  Objects  of  Senfe  to  converfe  with,  nor  any- 
thing to  do  but  toconfider  GOD  and  himfelf,  the 
Perfection  of  his  Nature,  and  the  Sinfulnefs 
of  his  0wny  the  Reftitude  of  bis  Laws  and 
his  own  manifold  wilful  and  prefumptuous 
Deviations  from  them,  by  which  he  hath  kft 
infinite  Happinefs,  and  enfailedtndlefs  Mifery 
'Upon  himfelf;  he  will  be  forced  ti\z\\tolook 
into  his  own  Breaft  to  fome  purpofe,  to  fed 
the  irrefiftable  Rebukes  of  Conscience,  and 
toconfefs  and  acknowledge  that  Truth  and  Rea- 
fon  of  things,  which  he  had  before  carelefy 
negle&ed  or  obflmately  oppofed.  Hence  will 
arife,  not  indeed  (as  fome  think)  any  b'laf- 
phemous  Thoughts  or  Expreffions  againft  the 
Great  GOD  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  the  impar- 
tial Judge  of  Men  and  Angels;  (for  in  the 
Divine  Prefence  every  Mouth  will  be  flopped, 
and  GOD  juftified,  even  by  themoft  Wicked, 
in  alibis  Doings}  but  perpetual  Shame,  Vex- 
ation, Confufion,  Deteftation  of  a  Man's 
felf,  and  many  other  fuch  like  tormenting 
Paffions,  more  eafy  to  be  guefs'd  at  than  well 
defcribed. 

THIS,  let  it  be  remembred,  is  nothing  but 
the  natural  and  genuine  Fruit  of  his  own 
Actions,  the  juft  and  neceffary  Wages  of  Sin, 
or  the  eternal  and  unchangeable  Relation  that 
there  is  between  Evil  and  Pain,  or  between 

Vice 
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Vice  and  Mifery ;  which  anfwer  as  much,  as 
diretfly,  and  as  certainly,  one  to  another,  as 
any  of  our  Senfes  to  the  Objefts  of  them. 
The  Jlronger  indeed  thefe  Habits  are,  and 
the  ivorfer  fort  they  are  of,  and  the  more 
they  are  adapted  to  the  impure  and  malicious 
Difpofition  of  the  Evil  one,  the  Agonies  and 
Pains  of  Mind  will  be,  and  cannot  in  the 
Nature  of  things  avoid  being,  more  intenfe 
and  great,  more  grievous  and  tormenting  -,  but 
the  Duration  of  all  future  Punimment  will 
be  the  fame,  that  is,  the  pungent  Reflection 
of  one  Sin  will  be  as  continual  and  as  lafting, 
as  that  of  a  thoufand;  and  the  Mind  will  be 
always  vex'd,  afhamed,  confounded,  and  ab- 
hor itfelf,  before  the  Moft  Holy,  Gracious 
and  Good  GOD,  for  the  fake  of  that  one, 
(the  Gofpel  right  Hand  or  Eye,  that  ought 
to  have  been  cut  off'  or  pluck d  out,  but  was 
rot)  as  certainly  and  unalterably,  as  if  it  had 
been  infinitely  more  guilty  than  we  now  fup- 
pofe  it. 

NOR  needs  there  be  any  worfe  Punimment 
than  this  to  be  inflidted  6n  a  rational  immor- 
tal Creature,  arifing  merely,  by  the  eternal 
Decree  of  GOD,  from  its  own  wilfully  polluted 
State  and  Condition  ;  which,  being  repugnant 
to  all  Goodnefs,  Truth  and  Virtue,  and  un- 
like to  that  moft  Pure,  Wife,  Juft,  and  Beft 
of  Beings,  on  whofe  Approbation  and  Ac- 
ceptance, determined  and  govern  d  by  the  na- 
tural Fitnefs  and  Reafon  of  things,  the  Feli- 
city of  all  intelligent  Creatures  depends,  can- 
not 


[    39    3 

not  but  fill  his  immortal  Soul  with  the  fet- 
moft  Horror  and  moft  inexpreffible  Anguifh : 
When  it  fhall  fee  itfelf,  as  I  faid,  pajl  the  Re- 
lifh  of  all  fenfual  Pleafures,  throughly  unfit 
for  thofe  that  are  fpiritual,    detefted  by  all 
good  Beings,  and  reproached  by  its  own  Con- 
fcience  for  its  inconfiderate  Rafhnefs  and  per^ 
verfe  Folly ;  and  this  too,  without  any  poJfl-< 
ble  Hopes  of  ever  being  in  a  better  or  more  ac- 
ceptable Condition. 

How  thefe  Thoughts  will  then  affedl  fuch 
an  unhappy  Spirit,  any  one  that  has  felt  ( as 
I  doubt  not,    but  moft  Men  have  in  fome 
Degree  or  other)  the  Stings  ofhisConfci- 
ence  on  the^yfr/?  Effays  of  a  wicked  Life,  be- 
fore Cuftom  and  Repetition  in  finning  have 
feared  and  harden  d  it  in  Iniquity  ;  or,  that 
has  everfeen  a  miferable  Wretch  under  the 
Confternations  and  Agonies  of  Dejpair,  con- 
feffing  his  Torments  fo  great  and  fo  infup- 
portable,  that  Hell  itfelf  could  not  poffibly 
add  any  thing  more  grievous  and  ajfliffive 
than  what  he  then  felt,  under  the  apparent 
Difpleafure  of  GOD,  for  his  having  fo  fre- 
quently and  fo  obftinately  tranfgrefs'd  his  fa- 
cred  Laws,    and  wilfully  gone  againft  the 
natural  Dictates  of  Truth  and  Reafon ;    any 
one,  I  fay,  that  has  either  felt  this  in  him- 
felf,   or  feen  any  thing  like  it  in  another, 
cannot  but  be  fenfible,    even  by  this  faint 
and  imperfcS   Glimmering,    or  remote  Re- 
femblance  of  Things,    how  dreadfully  tor- 
menting and  intolerable  the  Pains  of  Eter- 
nity 
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jiity  will  be,  even  without  fuppofing  the  po- 
fitive  external  Punifhments  of  the  Gnawings 
of  Worms,  and  the  Scorchings  of  Fire,  and 
fuch  like  ;  which,  as  they  are  certainly  in- 
compatible with  the  fpiritual  Nature  of  an 
human  Soul,  can  be  no  other  than  lofty  Fi- 
gures of  Speech,  reprefenting  by  fenfible 
things  the  Greatnejs  of  thofe  Torments,  which 
h  muft,  if  finful,  for  ever  bear  in  a  future 
State. 

OUR  Bodies  indeed  will  be  raifed  again: 
But  let  us  confider  the  Nature  of  thofe  Bodies, 
and  the  Reafon  of  their  Refufcitation.  'Tis 
mofl  probable,  they  are  raifed  only  for  this 
End,  That  our  Souls  may  receive  their  pro- 
per Recompence  for  what  they  have  done  in 
the  Flefli,  whether  it  be  good  or  whether  it 
be  evil  -,  for  it  is  the  Soiil  only,  zvtninthe 
Body,  that  is  capable  of  Joy  or  Grief,  of 
Pleafure  or  Pain,  of  Happinefs  or  Mifery; 
and  perhaps,  if  the  Soul  could  be  at  all  af- 
feded  without  the  Body,  the  Refurredtion 
would  not  be  Jo  necefjary  for  the  Reward  or 
Punilhment  of  Men,  as  it  is  now  reprefented. 
But  then  let  it  be  remembred,  that  as  Flejh  and 
Blood  cannot  inherit  the  Kingdom  of  GOD,  nor 
Corruption  Incormption,  our  Bodies  (hall  be 
quite  changed  from  what  they  are  now,  and 
inftead  of  natural  will  become  fpiritual  Bo- 
dies-, much  purer  maybe,  and  much  lighter 
too,  than  the  fined  Air,  or  even  /Ether  itfelf, 
now  is ;  for  we  mall  be,  Angeh  of  GOD 

in  Heaven:     And   co;  tly  fuch  grofs 
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material  Things  as  Fire  and  Brimftone  will 
have  no  Power  over  them,  nor  be  able  toaf- 
fecl  them  in  any  fort  or  degree  foever.  And 
this  to  me  is  fufliciently  confirmed,  in  that  the 
Pitm foments  of  the  Wicked  will  be,  as  we 
are  reafonably  taught  to  believe,  of  the  fame 
.Kind)  Extenf  and  Duration,  as  that  of  infernal 
Spirits ;  except  we  muft  fay,  that  they  alfo  are 
capable  of  bodily  Torments,  which  is  a  Po- 
fition  (I  think)  unfoppottecl  both  by  Reajbn 
and  Scripture. 

I  T  may  then  be   concluded,    that  as  in 
•them,  fo  it  will  be  in  us,  the  incorrigible  Habit 
•of  Vice  will  give  the  Eternity  of  Pain:  And 
tho'  'tis  certain  there  will  be  a  vaft  Differ- 
-ence  in  the  Degrees  of  this  kind  of  Punifh- 
ment,  according  as  the  Number  and  Heinouj- 
nefe  of  Mens  Sins  have  been  more  or  lefs; 
yet  'tis  but  a  poor  Comfort  to  think,  that  one s 
Pain  or  Mitery  (hall  be  lefs  than  another's ; 
when  notwithstanding  that,  it  will  never  have 
an  End.    In  this  World  we  have  many  Pains, 
Griefs  and  Afflictions,    which  we  may,  and 
often  do,  rub  through  with  a  tolerable  Shew 
(indeed  with  more  of  Shnv  than  Reality}  of 
Eaie ;  becaufe  we  know,  the  greateft  Dura- 
tion here  is  but  a  Span  long:   And  belides,  in 
that  fliort  fpace  of  Time  we  have  many  Flit- 
tings,  Removes,  and  Variations  of  Condition, 
which  make  us  bear  our  Troubles  with  lefs 
Complaint  and  Regref,    than   otherwife    we 
fliould  do  :     But  if  any  one  Ajlittion^  whe- 
ther of  Grief  or  Pain,    were  to  continue  up- 
F  on 
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on  us  Intcffanttyi  without  any  Change,  for 
ever,  in  which  the  Mind  could  fee  no  Hope 
or  Poflibility  of  a  Relaxation  ;  I'm  perfwaded, 
we  Should  prefer  an  utter  Dejlruflion,  or  An- 
nihilation, (which  yet  I  have  (hewn  is  im- 
pojjible,  from  the  Attributes  of  Go  05  and 
perhaps,  if  we  confider  that  'tis  generally  held, 
no  one  particle  of  Matter  has  ever  yet  been 
dejlroya  nor  probably  ever  will  be,  there  is 
nothing  in  tne  Nature  of  things  that  we 
fliould  believe  it  of  Jpiritual  Sub/lances)  to 
fuch  a  State  as  this,  and  fay  of  ourfelves,  as 
it  was  once  faid  of  a  moft  unhappy  Wretch, 
//  would  have  been  good  for  us,  had  we  not 
been  born.  If  fuch  a  State  might  be  truly  call- 
ed an  Hell  upon  Earth  •,  certainly,  when  the 
Pain  of  a  Man's  Mind  (hall  come  to  be  un- 
alterable, andyir  ever  permanent,  tho'  in  as 
low  a  Degree  as  the  Obftinacy  of  Sin  will  al- 
low us  to  fuppofe  it,  it  can  be  nothing  lefs 
than  everlajling  Death ;  which  is  properly  an 
Eternity  of  Mifiry,  as  oppofed  to  the  endleis 
Joys  and  Happinefsof  {-leaven. 

THIS  I  take  to  be  the  truly  Rational  and 
Scriptural  Dottrine  of  llell-Torments :  But 
as  I  have  argued  this,  and  the  Eternity  of 
them,  chiefly  (hitherto)  from  the  Nature  and 
Reafon  of  things,  and  I  know  the  Charity  and 
tender  Difpofiton  of  jbme  good  Chriftians  is 
fuch,  as  they  cannot  but  wifi  well  to  the 
Souls  of  all  Men,  and  even  bofe  that  the  worft 
of  intelligent  Beings  may,  by  the  infinite 
Me:  t  be  fayed*  or  rejlord  to  eter- 

nal 
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nal  Happinefs ;  I  fhall  now  try  to  fuppoft  the 
Truth  of  this  Do&rine  before  infifted  on,  by 
fome  unanfwerable  Reafons  and  Arguments* 
taken  both  from  natural  and  revealed  Reli-* 
gion:  The  one  of  which,  I  think,  no  rational 
Reafoner  can  give  up ;  and  the  other,  I'm  fure, 
nojincere  and  good  Chriftian  ever  will. 

NATURAL  Religion  confifts  in  the  Belief 
of  One  GOD,  and  of  the  Certainty  of  a  fu- 
ture State  of  equitable  Retribution  for  our 
Adnons  in  this  Life :  Revealed,  in  the  Belief  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  a  Mediator  between 
GOD  and  us,  and  of  our  being  accepted  to 
Salvation  and  Eternal  Life  by  his  alone  Merits + 
after  our  beft  Endeavours  to  be  conftantly 
Good  and  Virtuous :  But  this  Faith,  in  both 
kinds,  a  fuppofed  Non-eternity  of  Hell-tor- 
ments entirely  fubverts  and  deftroys, 

THE  Knowledge  of  GOD  we  moft  ealily 
learn  by  the  Things  that  are  made,  even  his 
fternal  Power  and  Godhead  \  and  that  of  a  fu- 
ture State,  by  the  Confcioufnefs  of  our  own 
Minds,  and  the  Ac  count  ablenefs  of  our  Ratio- 
nal Nature.  And  thus,  by  confidering  the 
fupreme  Government  and  moral  Perfections  of 
GOD,  and  our  own  Freedom  of  Will,  and 
Pronenefs  to  Sin  and  Error-,  we  grow  fen- 
fible,  that  we  are  here,  in  this  World,  placed 
by  his  Divine  Providence,  as  in  a  State  of 
Trial  of  our  Condud:  and  Behaviour,  in  or- 
der to  be  recompensed  hereafter,  in  the  World 
or  State  to  come,  according  to  the  Morality 
or  Immorality  of  our  rdpedtive  Adlions. 
F  2  Whether 
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Whether  we  are  eonfider'd  as  perfect  or  in*- 
ferfett,  alters  not  the  Cafe^  our  Probation 
is  ftill  the  fame.  Before  our  Fall,  we  were 
;/  iturally  and  neceflarily  obliged  to  continue 
perfectly  Good;  and  now  we  are  fallen,  as 
Good  as  we  can.  At  prefent,  or  in  our  de- 
generate Condition,,  the  Reafon  of  Things 
requires  no  more ;  hecaufe  'tis  all  we  are  ca- 
pable of.  This,.  I  fay,  is  the  common  Dic- 
tate of  every  Man's  Mind  ;  tho'  may  be  he  i  > 
not  perfect  Matter  of  the  Reafons,  which 
might  induce  GOD  fo  to  have  placed  him. 

WHO  can  fay,  whether  Man  had  pre-ex- 
ifted  in  a  former  State,  and  mifcarricd  in  his 
Duty  there,  with  fome  pitiable  Circumftan- 
ces,  which  might  move  the  Mercy  of  GOD 
to  give  him  the  Favour  and  Opportunity  of 
a  J'econd  Trial,  which  is  riot  altogether  unlike- 
ly; for  the  Spirks  of  Men,    fuppofing  they 
did  pre-cxijt,  might  be  concern'd  in  the  g 
Revolt  of  Heaven,  which  die  Arch-Fiend ///';- 
>ed  up  there,    againfl  die    Only-begotten    of 
G  o  D  ;  but  being  drawn  into  it  ignorantly, 
\uv.varily,    or  inconfiderately,  (as  is  the  Cafe 
with  many  in  all   tumultuous  and  rebellion* 
Proceedings)  GOD  had  Compafiion  on  ti 
as  is  very  confident  with  the  Reafon  of  Th: 
and  with  the  All-perfccl  Juftice  and  Gooii 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  (th<  ild  not  1 

been  lo,    hud  they  adted 
fhevving  Mercy  would  then  have  been  g: 

:  Micouragement  to  enormous 
'  Pradices,  which  cannot  be 
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poffed  of  the  moft  perfectly  Moral  Being, 
whofe  Will  is  an  unalterable  Obligation  up- 
on all  his  rational  Creatures  to  Righteouf- 
nefs  and  Virtue)  and  therefore  put  them  in- 
to another  State,  wherein,  by  a  contrary 
Condudt  of  greater  Circumfpeftion  and  bet- 
ter Obedience,  they  might  recover  theiryir- 
mer  Station  in  the  Glories  and  the  Joys  of 
Heaven ;  which  Opinion,  perhaps,  may  not 
appear  without  fome  rational  Foundation,  if 
it  be  confidered,  that  the  irreclaimably  dif- 
obedient  among  Men,  mall  have  their  future 
Portion  with  the  Devil  and  his  Angels  ? 

OR,  whether  GOD  immediately  on  the 
Creation  of  the  Soul  of  Man,  invejledit  with 
Flem  and  Blood,  and  encompaffed  it  with  that 
multitude  of  Temptations  we  daily  and  hour- 
ly meet  with,  in  ten  thoufand  various  Shapes 
and  Kinds,  to  try  its  Fidelity  and  Conftancy 
in  his  Service,  before  he  could,  in  the  Truth 
and  Nature  of  things,  reward  it  with  eternal 
Happineis,  the  Immortality  we  were  at  firft 
made  for  ;  which  is,  as  far  as  we  feem  able  to 
judge  with  any  Certainty,  (confidering  the 
free  Jlgency  of  an  human  Soul,  and  its  na- 
tural Power  of  being  either  good  or  bad,  by 
its  own  voluntary  Election  or  Choice)  the  real 
and  moft  undoubted  State  of  the  Cafe  before 
us;  yet  this  prefent  State  of  ours  muft  be 
allowed  by  every  Man  that  impartially  re- 
flects on  the  Rationality  of  his  Nature,  to  be 
defigned  by  GOD,  as  it  appears  to  be  in  itfelf, 
for  the  Trial  of  our  Faith  and  Virtue  5  that 
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4$  we  approve  ourfelves  well  or  ill  in  thofc 
Particulars,  we  may  receive  from  the  juft 
Governour  of  Heaven  and  Earth  a  fuitablt 
end  proper  Retribution. 

N  o  w  if  this  World  be  the  State  of  our 
Probation,  as  every  one  fees,  and  feels,  and 
cannot  but  confefs ;  and  the  other  that  of  Re- 
compcnfe  for  our  Work's  fake,  as  is  not  to  be 
denied,  even  by  thofe  that  would  put  upon  it 
the  mod  eafy  and  favourable  Conftru&ion  ; 
then  this  only  is  the  Time  of  Grace  and  Fa- 
*vour  allowed  by  Almighty  GOD,  in  which 
we  may  pray  to  him  for  Help  and  Afliftance, 
to  enable  us  tojlrnggk  thro'  the  many  Temp- 
tations of  this  Life,  and  to  do  our  Duties 
faithfully  ;  and  in  which  we  may  form  to  our- 
felves reafonabie  Hopes  of  obtaining  his  fu- 
ture Acceptance,  by  being  morally  Good  here, 
and  to  the  Degree  we  arc  fo  * :  But  if  this  on- 
fy  be  the  State  in  which  GOD  will  (perhaps 
I  might  fay  from  the  Nature  of  the  Thing 
it  (elf,  can )  fhcw  us  his  Favours,  or  treat 
us  with  Long- fuffering  and  Pity,  with  Mer- 
cy and  Forbearance,  and  continual  Defires  of 
our  not  perijhing  \  the  other,  'tis  plain,  can 


*  If  we  be  not  good  here,  we  (hall  neither  be  good* 
,  nor  knowing  hereafter:  The  main  Opportunity 
1  now  ledge  and  Happincfs  is  after  this  Lifty  but  the* 
Opportunity  for  being  Good   is  >r;w.     And  if  we 
to  improve  this,   we  tttfyflifuntly  ficure  of 
the  other,  and  of  whatever  elfe  appertains  to  the  PC: 
lion  of  our  Nature  ;  but  if  this  I  cd,    ail  is  hjl. 

Reflexions  on  Human  Lift,  p.  128. 
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.admit  of  no  farther  Trial,  nor  of  any  Altera- 
tion in  the  State  of  a  Sinner,  no  more  than 
of  the  Righteous,  A  good  Man  will  be  na- 
turally and  unchangeable  for  ever  happy,  in 
Proportion  to  his  moral  Goodnefs :  This  our 
common  Notions  of  natural  Religion,  con- 
cerning a  juft  impartial  GOD,  and  a  future 
State,  teach  us.  But  then,  muft  not  the  fame 
Perfon,  if  he  be  naturally  no  farther  happy 
than  good,  bzfofar  for  ever  miferable  as  vi- 
cious ?  This  is  a  Truth  to  me  as  plain  as  the 
other.  So  that  if  a  Perfon  be  more  vicious 
than  good,  he  will  be  more  miferable  than 
happy  ;  and  if  extremely  vicious,  he  will  be 
extremely  miferable :  But  as  no  Man  ( proba- 
bly )  is  utterly  devoid  of  all  Goodnefs,  tho' 
in  moft  Things  fome  may  be  fo,  that  which  is 
good  in  him  will '  always  have  its  Reward 
of  pleafing  Reflections  j  and  confequently 
that  which  is  bad  in  him  will  always  have  its 
refpeftive  Torments. 

THEY  that  think  G  o  D  is  too  good  or 
too  juft  to  punifh  to  Eternity,  or  even  to  per- 
mit the  natural  and  unavoidable  Effedls  of 
Vice,  as  of  Virtue,  to  continue jfor  ever  \  and 
that  he  will  confequently  fo  order  it,  that  the 
(infill  Habits  of  human  Souls  {hall  in  time 
wear  off  in  the  other  World  by  the  Great- 
nefs  of  their  Pains,  and  they  in  the  End  be- 
comzfor  ever  happy  ;  would  do  well  to  re- 
fledt,  that  it  is  an  unrealbnable  Perfuafion  to 
believe,  that  GOD  mil  be,  or  is  obliged  to 
be,  always  contending  with  Mant  that  is,  in 

the 
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the  other  World  as  this :   For  as  Man  is  a 
rational  Creature,  his  Happinefs  muft  depend 
on  his  own  free  Choice  of  Things  in  his  State 
ofTryahy  and  not  afterwards,  on  the  compul- 
Jive  Hand  of  G o  D.     Go  D'S eternal  and  im- 
mutable Decree  is,    that  Virtue  fhall  make 
Men  for  ever  blejfed :  Vice  is  a  Want  of  Vir- 
tue, juft  as  a  Shadow  is  a  Want  of  Light ;  and 
if  Men  will  choofe  Darknefs  rather  than  Light , 
the  Confequence  is  their  own.     Hence  they 
become  for  ever  miferable :    Not    from  the 
Will  of  GOD,  but  from  the  Nature  of  Things. 
Perhaps  you'll  tell  me,    'Tis  not   in  the 
Power  of  Man  to  avoid  finning.     I  grant  it. 
We  are  now  naturally  corrupt  and  depraved, 
and  fall  daily  into  one  Sin  or  other.     To  this 
the  Infirmity  or  Imperfc&on  of  our  Nature 
prompts  us,    and  we  are  indeed  not  altoge- 
ther able  to  avoid  it.     But  I  put  a  vaft  Dif- 
ference between  being  prone  to  Sin,  and  be- 
ing wickedly  finful.     The  one  is  involuntary, 
the  other  perverfe :  the  one  pitiable,  the  o- 
ther  punifliable.     It  is  not  falling  into  Sin  ac- 
cidentally or  inadvertently,  by  Surprize  or  Ig- 
norance, that  wounds  the  Confcience  for  ever ; 
but  that  which  forms  the  Habit  of  Vice,  and 
(lamps  the  Brand  of  Guilt,  and  draws  eternal 
Mifery  and  Undoing  upon  the  Soul  of  A ! 
is,  running  into  Sin  wilfully  and  greedily, 
and  continuing  in  its  Pradtice  with  Obftinacy 
and  Impenitence.     To  avoid  this,  is  certainly 
in  a  Man's  own  Power,    and  depends  abfo- 
lutely  on  his  own  Will '\  and  therefore,  if  he 
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fuffers  for  it  to  Eternity,  'tis  but  the  Refult  of 
his  own  Choice  :  The  very  Choice  itfelf  con- 
demns his  unhappy  Soul,  and  jujlifies  GOD 
in  having  eternally  annex'd  (not  pofitively, 
but  in  the  Nature  of  Things)  thefe  Punifh- 
ments  to  Vice,  and  Rewards  to  Virtue. 

THE  Sum  of  the  Argument  then  is  this  t 
Our  natural  Notions  of  Religion  are,  that  we 
are  accountable  Creatures,  and  this  World  our 
State  of  Trial-,  that  the  next  is  our  State  of 
final  Recompenfey  wherein  Happinefs  will  be 
the  certain  and  inevitable  Reward  of  Virtue, 
and  Miiery  the  certain  and  inevitable  Punifb* 
ment  of  Sin.  Now  after  this  to  imagine,  that 
GOD  either  will,  or  can,  ever  take  off  or  re- 
mit a  Punimment  that  necejfarily  follows,  by 
his  eternal  and  unalterable  Purpofe  (as  Re- 
ward does  Virtue)  zperverfe  Impenitence  in 
Sin,  or  a  willfully  continued  Conduct  in  im- 
moral Practices ;  is  not  only  to  build  with- 
out any  Foundation,  but  it  is  to  confound 
the  two  States  fo  abfolutely  (as  before)  dif- 
tinguiihed  by  Nature  and  Reafon,  and  to 
fuppofe  that  which  is  defigned  for  our  Re- 
compenfe  to  be  alfo  for  our  Probation  ;  as  if 
GOD  had  no  other  End  of  creating  us,  but 
that  of  trying  us  for  ever.  And  to  hope  he 
will  do  this  out  of  his  infinite  Pity  and  Com- 
pafllon  to  the  Works  of  his  own  Hands, 
however  objiinate  and  refractory  they  may 
have  been,  is  to  make  Go  D  a  Contradiction- 
to  himfelf,  and  to  fet  his  Mercy  at  variance 
with  his  Truth  and  Juftice.  In  this  World, 
G  GOD 
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GOD  is  certainly  wife,  and  good,  and  holy, 
in  letting  Men  reap  the  Fruit  of  their  own 
Adtions ;  this  every  Day's  Experience  fully 
proves :  And  we  are  fure,  he  can  do  it  no 
more  in  one  Inftance  than  in  many,  no  more 
in  the  lea/I  than  in  the  greatejl,  no  more  for 
a  Time  than  for  Eternity,  if  it  be  at  all,  or 
in  any  refpedt,  inconfiftent  with  the  Perfec- 
tion of  his  moral  Attributes  fo  to  do. 

AGAIN,  as  the  Hypothecs  of  the  Non- 
Eternity  of  Hell-Torments  overturns  our  well- 
cftablifhed  Notions  of  natural  Religion ;  fo  it 
alfo  renders  ineffectual  its  whole  Defign  on 
our  religious  and  moral  Pra&ice.  As  the 
Diftindtions  of  Good  and  Evil,  and  of  Vir- 
tue and  Vice,  and  from  and  to  Eternity ;  if 
their  Rewards  and  Punifhments  were  not  as 
Jixt  and  immutable  as  the  Things  themfelves, 
we  fhould  never  know  what  to  expedt  from 
GOD,  nor  how  to  conduct  ourfelves  with 
any  Certainty,  refpeCting  the  Morality  of 
our  Lives  and  Converfations ;  but  be  perpe- 
tually fluctuating  between  Hopes  and  Fears, 
of  what  might,  or  might  not,  happen.  For 
if  a  wicked  Man,  a  Man  who  continues  in- 
corrigibly to  purfue  his  Vices  and  Pleafures, 
may  entertain  Hopes  of  being  in  the  End 
for  ever  in  a  State  of  Joy  and  Felicity,  thof 
after  fome  Duration  of  exquijite  and  inexpref- 
Jible  Mifery  ;  and  this  according  to  natural 
and  eternal  Truth,  founded  on  GOD'S  Good- 
nefs,  his  Juftice,  or  any  other  divine  Proper- 
ty j  this  leaves  the  Wage*  of  Sin  in  fuch  Un- 
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certainty,  as  to  their  Duration  at  leaft,  that 
a  Sinner  will  give  himfelf  a  much  greater  Loofe 
here,  in  hope  of  being  foon  reclaimed  in  the 
other  World,  when  he  {hall  come  to  be  bet- 
ter convinced  by  Sight  and  Experience  of  what 
he  now  only  knows  by  Faith,  or  perhaps  ren- 
ders almoft  incredible  to  himfelf,  by  raifing 
Doubts,  and  Sufpicions,  and  falfe  Arguing* 
( which  the  Love  of  Sin  will  always  fuggeft 
to  him)  about  it.  Nay,  if  the  Punifliment 
of  Sin  would  ever  have  an  End,  it  then,  be- 
ing in  its  own  Nature  finite,  falls  naturally 
and  of  courfe  under  the  arbitrary  Will  of 
GOD,  to  be  made  as  long  or  Jhort  as  he 
pleafes;  and  if  it  be  juft  in  GOD  not  to  per- 
mit an  eternal  Punifliment  for  a  temporary 
Sin,  it  would  be  certainly  very  good  in  G  o  D, 
and  even  moft  merciful,  to  contraft  it  into  the 
fhorteft  poflible ;  which  by  his  Almighty 
Power  and  infinite  Wifdom,  we  muft  fup- 
pofe  him  capable  of  doing,  in  a  juft  and  equi- 
table Manner. 

Now  under  fuch  a  Confideration  as  this, 
(if  there  was  any  Validity  in  the  Argument) 
what  Sinner  living,  enflaved  by  an  evil  Ha- 
bit of  Immorality,  would  give  himfelf  the 
prefent  Uneafinefs  of  Self-denial,  to  avoid  it  ? 
Do  not  Men  daily  choofe  their  Revellings  and 
Debaucheries  at  all  hazards,  even  tho'  they 
fee  juft  before  their  Faces  the  moft  racking 
Pains  and  Agonies  of  the  moji  loathfome  and 
tormenting  Difeafes?  And  would  they  then 
ever  reform  their  Lives  by  the  feint  Terror  of 
G  2  a 
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a  future  remote  Punifhment,  which  they  im- 
agine, from  this  falfe  Notion  of  the  Good- 
nels  of  GOD,  will  be  as  Jhort  or  foorter,  tho* 
much  more  exquifite  and  tormenting  than  the 
other.  This  feemingly  gives  fuch  a  Rein  to 
Libertinifm  and  Immorality,  that  they  can- 
not but  run  away  with  Men  without  Curb  or 
Reftraint:  And  I  queftion  not,  but  every 
Man  that  thinks  in  that  way,  would  he  fpeak 


his  Sentiments  freely  and  without  referve, 
could  not  but  own  himfelf  kfs  affected  with 
the  Purity  of  Virtue,  and  the  Turpitude  of 
Vice,  as  well  as  with  the  Reward  of  the  one, 
and  the  Punifhment  of  the  other,  than  if  he 
believed  their  refpedtive  Retributions  would 
be  abfolutely  and  equally  eternal. 

AND  this///  Confequence,  the  Favourers  of 
this  Opinion  are  fo  well  aware  of,  that  not 
only  fome  modern  Writers,  but  others  alfo 
among  the  Ancients,  who  have  treated  upon 
this  Argument,  have  left  it  as  a  neceffary 
Caution,  that  the  Notion  of  the  Non-eternity 
of  Hell-torments  ought  not,  however,  to  be 
propagated  among  the  ignorant  and  unthink- 
ing Vulgar,  but  the  old  Opinion  be  ftill  taught 
to  them ;  that  they  may  be  the  better  and 
more  effectually  detcrrd  from  running  h 
long  into  Vice  and  the  Practice  of  Sin.  How 
I  blufh  for  the  Weaknefs  of  thefe  prudential 
Reafoners,  and  for  the  utter  Infufticicncy  of 
fuch  an  Argument !  If  it  tends  to  encourage 
Iniquity  in  Practice,  does  not  this  loudly  de- 
clare it  to  be  falfe  in  Principle  ?  For  nothing 
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can  be  true  in  Religion,  that  is  an  Enemy  to 
Virtue ;  becaufe  the  whole  Defign  of  Religi- 
on is,  to  make  Men  good. 

MOREOVER,  what  religious  Truth  is 
there,  that  is  not  of  general  Ufe,  and  as  much 
the  Concern  and  Intereft  of  every  one  to  know, 
as  of  any  one  ?  Is  not  Truth  the  Property  of 
all,  that  can  arrive  at  it  ?  And  was  there  ever 
a  Time,  or  ever  can  be,  when  a  real  Doc- 
trine of  Religion  ought  to  be  conceatd  from 
the  Minds  of  Men,  left  it  (hould  vitiate  and 
corrupt  them  ?  Infants  indeed  are  not  fit  for 
ftrong  Meat ;  but  poifanous  Food  is  equally 
pernicious  to  the  Adult,  as  to  Children :  And 
probably  it  will  be  found,  that  fuch  a  Doc- 
trine as  this,  is  of  equal  Danger  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Knowing  as  the  Ignorant.  For  have 
not  all  Men  naturally  the  fame  eager  Appetites 
and  unruly  Paflions,  and  are  they  not  equally 
fond  of  indulging  them,  when  the  Reftraints 
are  taken  off?  Not  to  fay,  that  it  is  not  al- 
ways that  the  moji  famed  for  Learning,  are 
therefore  Men  of  the  greatejt  Taciturnity ; 
but  'tis  commonly  feen,  when  they  are  grown 
Mafters  of  any  particular  Do&rine,  they  are 
either  charitably  or  ambitioujly  inclined  to  fliew 
their  fuperior  Knowledge,  and  to  propa- 
gate what  they  know  in  Religion,  even  a- 
mongft  all  Men  of  every  rank,  let  the  Con- 
fequence  be  what  it  will.  If  then  this  Doc- 
trine fhould  be  concealed  fromfome,  it  ought 
in  like  manner  to  be  concealed  from  all;  and 
this  Neceflity  of  Concealment  (hews  both 
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the  Falfhoodand  Iniquity  of  it:  For,  Truth 
cometh  to  tlx  Light \  that  it  may  be  made  ma- 
nifefl ;  but  Error  fkulks  and  hides  itfelf,  left 
it  jhould  be  reproved. 

ON  the  other  Hand,  If  the  future  Punifli- 
ment  of  Sin  be  fixed,  as  unbiafs'd  Reafon 
dictates,  on  an  eternal  Foundation,  neceflary 
and  immutable  ;  there  is  then  left  no  Hope 
for  any  Sinner,  whether  great  or  little,  whe- 
ther guilty  of  many  grievous,  or  butay**z0 
Jlighter  Sins,  but  in  an  immediate  and  total 
Reformation  of  all  his  vicious  Habits  and  un- 
righteous Cuftoms,  of  whatever  kind  or  de- 
gree they  be.  This  Dodtrine  explains  to  him 
at  once  the  indifpenfible  Neceffity  of  that,  and 
throws  him  alfo  with  Humility  into  the  Arms 
of  GOD,  to  find  out  for  him,  in  his  infinite 
Wifdom  and  boundlefs  Mercy,  fome  other 
and  more  gracious  Means  of  Salvation,  than 
fuch  filly  ill-grounded  Views,  as  of  his  en- 
during aCourfeof  inexpreffible  Torments  in 
a  future  State,  only  to  bring  him,  an  objlinate 
Wretch,  to  himfelf,  and  to  his  right  Mind, 
whether  he  will  or  no ;  and,  by  that  irratio- 
nal  and  compulfwe  Means,  to  the  eternal  Ac- 
ceptance of  the  Divine  Being :  In  which,  as 
there  is  no  Senfe,  fo  there  can  be  in  it  neither 
Truth  nor  Reafon. 

HAVING  fo  far  eftabliflied  and  fupported 
this  Dodrine,  by  fome  rational  Confiderations 
drawn  from  our  Notions  of  natural  Religion  ; 
I  (hall  now  purfue  the  fame  Truth,  by  tak- 
ing a  (hort  View  of  revealed.  And  to  me  it 
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immediately  appears,  that  it  was  on  the  Ac  - 
count  of  eternal  Death,  or  of  an  endlefs  State 
of  Unhappinefs  and  Mifery  hereafter,  being 
naturally  due  to  Sin,  and,  that  it  could  be  on 
no  other,  that  the  Loving- kindnefs  of  GOD  to- 
wards Man  appeared :  It  was  becaufe  the  cer- 
tain and  unalterable  Punifliment  of  wilful, 
perverfe,  and  incorrigible  Sinners  is,  and  can- 
no  tbutbe,  as  the  Scripture,  reprefents  it,  Ever- 
lafting ;  that  G  o  D  in  his  great  Mercy  took 
Pity  onfucb  Sinners  as  he  faw  ftriving  after 
moral  Perfection,  amidft  their  many  Infirmi- 
ties, and  were  in  nothing  wilfully,  or  at  lead 
not  perverfly,  evil,  to  re-inflate  them  in  his 
Divine  Acceptance,  according  to  the  Reafon  of 
things,  (for  why  fliould  any  one,  labouring 
againft  Deftruftion,    be  adjudged  to  perifh  ? 
Can  a  Man  do  more  than  is  in  his  power  to 
do  ? )  and  by  their  continual  going-on  in  well 
doing,  to  bring  them  to  Salvation  in  Jefus 
Chrift.     In  this,  all  the  moral  Attributes  of 
GOD  were  plainly  concerned,  no  lefs  his  Wit 
dom,  his  Juftice,  and  his  Holinefs,  than  his 
Mercy.     But  it  would  have  been  a  Contradic- 
tion toallthefe  Properties  in  the  Divine  Na- 
ture, had  he  purpofed  to  do  as  much  for  fuch 
Men  as  are  prejiimptuoujly ,  and  continue  ob- 
Jlinately,  wicked  j  who  contemn  his  Precepts, 
and  defpife  his  Authority,  and  by  that  means 
fet  his  Vengeance  at  defiance,  and  put  no  Va- 
lue on  his  eternal  Approbation,  and  the  un- 
fpeakable  Joys  of  Heaven.     To  reftore  fuch 
would  have  been  to  deflroy  the  natural  Dif- 
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tin&ions  of  Good  and  Evil,  and  contrary  to 
their  Immutability  to  have  fet  Vice  on  a  level 
with  Virtue.  And  therefore,  tho*  this  Salva- 
tion, like  immortal  Life  at  the  firft,  was  de- 
fign'dyir  all  Men  y  yet  the  Scriptures  every 
where  fet  it  forth,  that  none  {hall  obtain  it, 
but  thofe  that  Jincerely  dejire  and  endeavour  to 
be  good. 

As  good  Men  then  were,  and  are,  and 
ever  will  be,  Obje&s  of  the  Mercy  of  G  o  D, 
fuch  as  he  cannot  but  have  Pity  on,  and  will 
one  day  bring  to  everlafting  Happinefs ;    fo 
this  Mercy  might  be  offered  to  us  (for  all  Mer- 
cy is  a  mere  Grace  and  Favour)  on  what  Con- 
fideration  he  thought  proper,  fo  it  were  con- 
fiftent  with  his  Wifdom,  his  Juflice,  and  his 
Holinefs,  to  beftow  it ;    and  the  more  proper 
it  would  be,  as  it  more  largely  exprefs'd  his 
Love,  and  Tendernefs,  zr\&  Good-will  to  Men. 
This  he  has  gracioufly  declared,  is,  his  only- 
begotten  Son  dying  for  us,  whom  he  fent  into 
the  World  for  that  End  >    even  to  be  a  Pro- 
pitiation (and  the  Almighty  may  in  Mercy 
appoint  and   accept    what    Propitiation    he 
pleafes)  for  thofe  that  mall  lay  hold  of  it  by 
a  true  Faith,  and  make  that  Faith  a  Means 
or  Motive  of  fmcere  Obedience.     By  this,  he 
has  fhewn  his  Wifdom,    in  providing  ft  ill  for 
the  good  Government  of  Mankind,  in  hav- 
ing Mercy  only  thro1  Cbrift  on  the  Jincere/y 
good;  and  letting  the  wilfully  wicked,  not- 
withftanding,  to  reap  the  Fruit  of  their  own 
Ways:     His  Juftice,   even    in  (hewing  of 
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Mercy,  to  fuch  as  endeavour  to  deferve  if  j 
and  in  permitting  thofe  that  do  not,  to  bear 
their  own  Punifhment  for  ever :  And  his  PIo- 
linefs,  in  thus  expreffing,  by  the  moft  pow-* 
erful  and  perfwafive  Inftance,  (viz.  his  giv- 
ing up  bis  Son  for  us  all)  the  unchangeable 
Love  and  Approbation  he  has  for  mqral  Vir- 
tue, and  his  irreconcileable  Deteftation  of 
Iniquity  and  Sin. 

BUT  now,  ifwefhould  fuppofe  (as  fome 
do)  the  Torments  of  Hell  not  to  be  Eternal  j 
what  need  was  there  for  fuch  a  Scheme  as  this, 
to  bring  any  one  Soul  of  Man  to  the  immor- 
tal Joys  of  Heaven  ?  For,  all,  one  time  or  o- 
ther,  mujl  be  faved  of  courfe.  Every  Man 
will,  by  the  Law  of  Nature,  which  is  the 
Reafon  of  things,  be  for  ever  Happy  fo  far 
as  he  is  Good*,  but  as  no  Man  is  completely 
Good,  or  without  every  wilful  Immorality  a- 
bout  him  in  every  kind  or  degree  fbever^  no 
Man  can  by  the  fame  Law  be  for  ever  pef- 
fettly  Happy,  and  confequently  muft  be  in 
fome  fort  eternally  Unhappy,  which,  I  have 
fhewn  before  is  everlajling  Death:  Hence 
comes  in  the  Necejpty  of  a  Saviour,  to  free  e-* 
ven  good  Men  by  his  Merits,  from  this  na- 
tural Confequence  of  Sin;  which  could  not 
but  take  place  upon  all,  were  it  not  for  the 
Mercy  of  G  o  D  fo  gracioujly  vouchfafed  unto 
us.  The  Notion  therefore,  that  the  Puni/h- 
ments  of  Sin  in  a  future  State  will  in  time 
have  an  End  by  any  arbitrary  or  natural 
Means,  feems  to  mei  nconfiftent  with  the 
Belief  of  our  Redemption  by  the  BlefTed  Jo 
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fus,  and  deftrudtive  of  the  grand  Dodrines 
of  the  Chriftian  Religion;  and  therefore  ought 
in  no  wife  to  be  come  into  by  any  one  Perfon, 
that  would  be  thought  to  be  a  Chnjtian  in- 
deed. 

FOR,  confider,  if  eternal  Happinefs  may 
be  gained  by  another  Method,  nay,  cannot 
but  be  fo,  (as  is  pretended)  from  the  Confi- 
deration  of  the  moral  Perfections  of  GOD,  even 
of  his  Good/ieft,  and  Jujlicey  and  Mercy  \  and 
this,  according  to  Truth  and  Reafon :  How 
can  our  Lord  be  faid,  to  have  brought  Life  and 
Immortality  to  light  by  the  Gofpel  ?  Is  it  any 
where  declared  therein,  that  he  only  came  to 
let  us  into  the  Knowledge  of  fas  pretended 
Truth,  viz.  That  hereafter  the  Immorality  of 
Vice,  and  the  Depravity  of  our  Nature,  (hall 
be  purged  aivay  by  inutterable  Woe  and  Tor- 
ment, and  we  in  that  forcible  manner  rejlored 
to  the  Salvation  of  G  o  D  ?  Is  this  the  Way  by 
which  all  Men  Jbatt  be  foued,  that  is,  all  that 
will  ?  For  'tis  irrational  to  fave  a  Free  Agent, 
whether  he  will  or  no :  And  I  queftion  much, 
whether  GOD  himfelf  can  do  it;  confidcring 
the  Nature  of  things,  and  his  own  Divine 
Properties.  No :  Is  it  not  every  where  declared, 
this  only  can  be  effected,  thro'  Chrift,  by 
their  own  voluntary  and  conftant  Purfuit  of 
moral  Goodnefs  and  Virtue,  and  their 
fevering  to  the  End  in  a  permanent  Habit 
thereof?  And  alfo,  that  they  who  kno**^ 
GOD,  and  obey  not  the  Law  of  Truth  and 
Righteoufnefs,  (hall  undergo  an  evcrlafting 
Deftruftion  from  the  Prefence  of  the  Lord  by 
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die  Divine  Vengeance  ;  that  is,  by  an  Aft  of 
the  moft  perfect  Juftice :  Which  I  take  to  be, 
his  fuffering  or  permitting  every  Sinner  to 
reap  the  Fruit  of  his  Doings  even  to  Eternity  ; 
which  is  a  Truth  I  have  all  along  {hewn,  to 
be  founded  on  the  neceflary  and  immutable 
Relations  of  things  themfelves. 

WERE  the  Everlaftingnefs  of  Hell-Tor- 
ments then,  in  a  ftrict  and  proper  Senfe,  an 
untrue  or  unreafonable  Doctrine,  it  would  di- 
rectly follow,  that  all  the  Doctrines  of  Chri- 
ftianity  muft  be  given  up,  and  indeed  all  Re- 
velation whatfbever ;  which  feems  chiefly  de- 
figned  for  conveying  down  to  us  Chrijtians 
(whom  GOD  has  thought  fit  to  favour  be- 
yond many  other  People)  the  more  perfect 
Knowledge  of  the  Redemption  of  Mankind, 
that  we  particularly  may  be  thereby  carried  to 
higher  Degrees  both  of  Virtue  and  Glory.  And 
if  Revelation  be  given  up,  and  with  it  the 
Truth  of  our  Redemption  by  a  Mediator •, 
then  all  our  Hopes  {landing  on  the  Founda- 
tion of  the  mere  Law  of  Nature ,  every  Soul 
of  us  (as  has  been  often  faid)  muft  perifliy^r 
ever  j  becaufe  as  we  all  are  Sinners,  we  muft 
all  be  miferable,  in  the  Nature  of  things,  to  the 
degree  we  have  been  fo. 

BUT,  what!  may  it  be  objected,  fhall 
Hell  for  ever  exift,  and  Oppojition  never  ceafe  ? 
Shall  GOD  never  be  able  to  fubdue  his  Ad- 
verfary  ?  Shall  Evil  always  prevail,  and  Sin 
domineer  it  eternally  over  human  Souls  ?  Did 
not  GOD  create  all  Men  for  Happinefi ;  and 
fliall  his  Defign  be  fruftrated,  and  the  End 
H  2  he 


he  fet  before  him  never  be  obtained  ?  What 
then  mean  thofe  Expreffions  in   Scripture; 
That  tkrtf  Death  Chrift  might  dcftroy  bim 
that  had  the  Power  of  Death,   that  is,  the 
Devil?  That  the  Son  of  GOD  was  man: 
in  the  Flefh,  to  dejtroy  the  Works  of :      De- 
vil? And,  the  laft  Enemy  that  Jb all  be  de- 
Jlroyed is  Death?    And,    'drift   mujl  r< 
till  he  hath  put  all  Enemies  under  his  Feet  ? 
Is  not  here  an  abfolute  Conqueft  pronv 
and  a  final  Djftrudtion  foretold  of  Sin,  D 
and  the  Devil ;  and  confequently,  a  thorough 
Reftoration  of  all  Mankind  to  Joy  and  I 
pinefs,  when  the  End  conn 

I  anfwer:  No  doubt,  GOD  is  Me  to  fub- 
flue  all  his  Enemies  ;  and,  that  Sin,  L 
and  the  Devil  will  one  Day  be  d^ftroy'd,  in 
the  Scripture  Senfe.  There  is  no  difputiog  a- 
gainft  the  Truth,  or  the  Power  of  GOD. 
But  is  there  no  Way  to  fubdne  a  wicked 
Free-Agent,  but  by  reclaiming  him  ?  Will 
not  the  Devil,  and  all  wicked  Men,  and 
their  finful  and  malicious  Works,  be  diffid- 
ently deftroy'd,  when  Chrijl  foall  have  put 
down  all  Rule,  and  all  AutL  ority  and  Power ; 
and  fubje&ed  them  all  to  an  eternal  Punifli- 
ment,  and  triumphantly  made  a  public  De- 
claration of  it?  Is  not  an  Enemy  fufficicntly 
conquered,  who  is  enflaved  for  ever  ?  What 
can  Almighty  Power  do  more  ?  And  does 
not  this  (hew  GOD'S  perkct  Wifdom  alfoj 
when  he  dejtroys  for  ever  fuch  dilbbedient 
End  obftinate  Creatures,  as  refolved  not  to 
Ufe  of  the  Grace  and  Opportunity  al- 
lowed 
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lowed  them,  to  return  to  their  Duty  ?  Does 
not  the  Nature  of  Government  require  fuch 
Juftice,  as  this ;  I  mean,  the  final  cutting  off 
of  unworthy  Members  from  all  Privilege 
and  Benefit  ?  And  certainly,  it  is  not  incon- 
fiftent  with  infinite  Purity,  topunijh  eternally 
the  incorrigible  Perpetrators  of  Evil. 

OUR  LORD  indeed  came  to  dejlroy,  or 
to  render  ineffectual^  (as  it  ought  to  be  read) 
the  Works  of  the  Devil,  that  is,  to  prevent 
the  Commiffion  of  Sin  in  Men,  and  the  final 
Ruin  of  human  Souls,  both  which  he  (the 
Devil)  greatly  and  malicioufly  labours  after, 
in  Opposition  to  GOD  and  all  Goodnefs: 
But  it  was  to  dejtroy  them,  not  againft  Rea- 
fon  and  Nature ;  not,  by  irrefiftible  Force,  and 
unavoidable  Compulfion;  but,  confiftently 
with  the  Free- Agency  and  Will  of  Man,  by 
ftronger  Reafons  and  more  prevailing  Mo- 
tives, than  were  ever  brought  to  tight  before ; 
which  might  powerfully  excite,  and  thereby 
enable,  them  to  refift  the  Temptations  of  Sin, 
and  to  with  ft  and  the  Wiles  of  the  Devil,  and 
to  work  out  their  Salvation  with  greater  Dilir- 
gence  and  Circumfpe&ion,  in  Proportion  to 
the  more  certain  Affurance  of  eternal  Life 
vouchfafed  them  by  his  Death  and  Media- 
tion. For  this  purpofe  was  Chrift  manifejled. 
But  ( as  I  faid  )  Men  are  ftill  free ;  and  it  is 
naturally  in  the  Power  of  all  Free-Agents 
(or  otherwife  they  could  not  be  free)  to  go 
againft  the  Purpofe  GOD  :  And  in  that  Cafe 
Sin  and  Obftinacy  can  only  be  fubdued  by 
being  fubjetted  to  final  Mifery  and  Undoing; 
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\vhich  arc  the  natural^  and  proper,  and  even 
neceffary  Wages  thereof.  His  Purpofe  is,  to 
deftroy  the  Works  of  the  Devil ;  and  this  is 
efpecially  fpoken  of  Sin  in  this  World,  not  in 
the  other :  But  if  they  are  not  deftroyed,  that 
arifes  from  the  Stubbornnefs  and  Wilfulncfs 
of  Man ;  which  therefore  for  ever  after  be- 
comes the  ju/i  Object  of  divine  Wratb^  by 
having  rejected  the  Opportunity,  and  forfeited 
the  Promife,  of  divine  Mercy. 

W  H  E  N  E  v  E  R  it  is  f.iid,  that  Death  (hall 
be  deftroyed,  it  is  always  limited  by  fome- 
thing  in  the  Context  to  temporal  Death  only  : 
And  this  Conqueft  over  Death  is  always  re- 
prefented  to  be  effected  thro1  Chrift  by  the 
general  Refurreftion.  So  St.  Paul :  And 
'when  this  Corruptible  flail  have  put  on  Inccr- 
ruption^  and  this  Mortal Jhall  have  put  on  Im- 
mortality ;  then  /hall  be  brought  to  pajs  the  Say- 
ing that  is  written.  Death  is  foal/owed  up  in 
Viftory.  So  that  in  all  this,  there  is  plainly 
no  Mention  of,  nor  any  View  at  all,  to  a  Re- 
leafe  from  eternal  Death,  which  is  the  ever- 
lafting  Pains  of  unrepenting  Sinners. 

Now  this  Do&rine  of endlefs  Ptinilhment 
being  evidently  founded,   as  I  think  I  have 
proved,   on  the  Reafons  of  Things^    and  the 
contrary  Opinion  utterly  repugnant  to  Cl 
tian  Truth,  and  deftrudtive  of  all  the  Iv 
and  Purpofes  both  of  natural  and  revedtd 
Religion  ;  it  will  not,    I  hope,  be  thought 
either  prefumptuous  or  dogmatical  in  me,  to 
advance  thefc   Sentiments,    tho'  againft  the 
Opinions  of  fome  very  k*rmdy  good,  and 
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great  Men.  For  they  have  gone  in  a  diffe- 
rent Way,  and  feem  to  have  fearch'd  for 
Truth  on  a  miftaken  Ground,  which  is,  that 
the  Texts  of  Scripture,  expreffing  the 
wretched  State  of  Sinners  in  another  Life, 
are  to  be  taken  literally,  in  the  grofs  Accep- 
tation of  material  Fire  and  Flames,  and  fuch 
like ;  which  as  they  are  in  their  own  Na- 
tures external,  they  have  thought  them  to  be 
purely  pojitive  Punifhments,  and  muft  con- 
iequently  be  entirely  dependent  on  the  Will  of 
GOD;  and,  that  GOD,  as  he  is  in  his  moral 
Capacity  infinitely  good  and  merciful,  could 
not  will  fuch  an  implacable  Vengeance,  with- 
out contradicting  and  thereby  deftroying  the 
Perfection  of  his  moral  Attributes :  whereas 
thofe  Texts  of  Scripture  are  only  figurative 
Expreffious,  fetting  forth  in  the  jlrongejl 
Light  the  intolerable  Pains  of  Eternity,  by 
fuch  fenfible  Things  as  are  at  prefent  moft 
afflictive  and  tormenting  to  us. 

T  i  s  faid  in  the  Old  Teftament,  that  GOD 
will  bring  into  Judgment,  every  fecret  Thing* 
whether  it  be  Good  or  whether  it  be  Evil :  But 
in  the  plained  and  moft  eafy  Senfe  of  the 
Words,  this  is  no  more  than  that  every  Acti- 
on of  Man,  whether  done  in  private  or  in  * 
public,  (hall  have  its  due  Recompenje  in  a  fu- 
ture State ;  which  it  certainly  may,  in  the 
Nature  of  Things,  from  its  own  necejjary 
Confequence  of  a  good  or  bad  Confcience, 
either  perpetually  accujing,  or  elfe  excufmg, 
them  for  fo  doing  ;  which,  as  has  been  already 
(hewn,  will  be  an  inexpreffible  Pleafare  or 
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Torment.  And  in  one  of  the  Prophets  it  is 
explicitly  fo  exprefs'd  to  be,  where  it  is  af- 
ferted,  that  GOD  fearcheth  the  Heart,  and 
trieth  the  Reins,  to  give  to  every  Man  ac- 
cording to  his  Ways,  and  according  to  the 
Fruit  of  bis  Doings.  The  Fruit  of  a  Man's 
Doings  are  nothing  but  the  natural  Effedts  of 
his  Life  and  Converfation,  affe&ing  his  Soul 
differently,  as  his  Ways  have  been  good  or 
bad.  This  the  Gofpel  calls  rewarding  or  pu- 
nifhing  a  Man  according  to  his  Works,  and> 
Go  D'S  rendering  Tribulation  and  Anguijh  to 
every  Soul  of  Man  that  doth  Evil,  and  Glory, 
and  Honour,  and  Peace  to  every  Man  that  dotb 
Good,  fo  far  as  he  does  the  one  or  the  other ; 
for,  there  is  no  refpett  of  Perfons  with 
GOD.  Hence  'tis  faid,  the  impenitent  Man 
treafures  up  Wrath  to  himfelf;  and,  the  pe- 
nitent good  Man  lays  up  a  good  Foundation 
of  Happinefs  again/I  the  Time  to  come. 

SOMETIMES  indeed,  Things  are  fa  id 
to  be  done  in  a  more  formal  and  judicial  Mari- 
ner ;  as,  when  the  Son  of  Man  {hall  fet  the 
Good  on  his  right  Hand,  and  the  Wicked  on 
his  left,  and  (hall  aflign  a  Kingdom  to  the  one, 
and  everlajling  Fire  to  the  other,  prepared 
from  the  Fouridation  of  the  World,  or  proba- 
bly from  GOD'S  eternal  Defign  of  creating  it ; 
for  the  latter  was  prepared  for  the  Devils, 
who,  we  have  Reafon  to  believe,  were  be- 
fore the  Creation  of  this  lower  World.  But 
as,  not  actually  the  Government  of  a  King- 
dom for  the  one ;  fo,  not  the  real  Torments 
of  Fire  for  the  other :  But  as  a  Kingdom  feu 
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(before  us  in  this  World  the  higheft  Pleasures 
and  Delights,  and  the  Scorchings  of  Fire  the 
greateft  Pains  and  Miferies;  ib  thefe  are  (as 
I  have  faid  before)  Metaphors  of  Speech  to 
figure  out  to  us,  by  fuch  material  and  fenlible 
Objects,  to  which  our  Ideas  at  prefent  can  onT 
ly  reach,  the  ineffable  Happinefs  that  fhall 
attend  the  Good,  and  the  Unhappinefs  that 
(hall  attend  the  Wicked,  in  a  future  State. 

THIS  Doctrine,  fo  explained,  makes  the 
final  Judgment  of  G  o  D  at  the  laft  Day, 
(which,  in  the  Notion  of  zftrift  and  formal 
Proceeding,  and  of  Rewards  and  Punifh- 
ments  particularly  affigned  on  this  Part,  and 
inflifled  on  the  other,  is  incumbred  with  a 
thoufand  Difficulties  refpecting  the  Length  and 
Manner  of  it,  as  to  the  hearing,  and  exam- 
ining and  debating  all  the  various  Aftiom  and 
Circumftances  of  Action,  of  fo  many  milli- 
ons of  millions  of  Creatures)  a  plain,  eafy 
and  intelligible  Thing  :  For  this  Point  being 
once  determined,  according  to  plain  Truth 
and  Reafon ;  then,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl 
fhould  come  in  the  Clouds  of  Heaven  with  his 
Saints  and  Angels,  to  (hew  the  Honour  that 
the  Father  has  done  him,  in  exalting  him  to 
the  right  Hand  of  Power  for  his  Obedience  to 
the  Crofs  for  our  fakes,  feems  not  only  reafon- 
able  in  itfelf,  but  even  neceffary  to  juftify  his 
Friends,  and  to  confound  his  Enemies:  And 
that  he  {hall  then  publickly  pronounce  Jttdg- 
tnent,  even  in  thofe  fliort  Forms  of  Sentence 
mentioned  in  the  Gofpel,  is  not  highly  im- 
probable; to  which  Triumph  perhaps  refers, 
I  that 
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that  of  tie  Devil's  being  refolvedto  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  Great  Day,  or,  I  muft  confefs,  I 
know  not  what  it  means.  But  I  queftion  not, 
every  Man,  conformably  to  the  Reafon  of 
things,  and  to  many  Parts  of  Holy  Scripture, 
will  naturally  carry  his  Reward  or  Punifli- 
ment  in  his  own  Bofom ;  where  it  will  re- 
main a  BleJJing  or  a  Curje  to  him,  for  ever  and 
ever:  For  I  reckon  GOD  himfelf  cannot  alter, 
even  the  natural  Rewards  of  Virtue,  which 
are  due  to  it  on  eternal  Reafons ;  tho*  he  may, 
and  will,  in  Jefus  Chrift  fuperadd  to  them  a 
complete  Felicity. 

THERE  are  indeed  many  Expreflions  in 
the  revealed  Will  of  GOD,  that  do  fet  forth 
his  Mercy  and  Loving-kindnefs  to  Man  in 
fuch  ftrong  and  paffionate  Terms,  (viz.  that 
he  is  mercifuly  gracious,  and  long-fiijfering, 
and  of  great  Goodnefs -y  that  he  delights  not  in 
the  Death  of  a  Sinner ;  that  he  will  not 
always  be  chiding ,  neither  keepeth  he  bis 
Anger  for  ever ;  and,  that  he  would  have 
none  to  per  I jh^  but  that  all  Jhould  come  to  Re- 
pentance} that  one  would  almoft  think,  GOD 
could  in  no  Senfe,  from  the  Tendernefs  and 
Goodnefs  of  his  Nature,  fuffer  any  of  his  Crea- 
tures to  be  long  miferable :  But  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  all  thefe  compaflionate  Defcrip- 
tions  of  GOD'S  Mercy  relate  to  Man's  T 
or  Probation  in  this  World,  not  to  his  Retri- 
lution  in  the  other.  This  prefent  State  is  the 
Place  of  Favour,  which  a  good  GOD  may  rea- 
fonably  (hew  to  his  Creatures,  even  to  the 
moft  difobedient,  to  work  their  Reformation, 
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or  that  his  Long-fuffering  may  lead  them  to  Re- 
pentance :  In  this  Senfe,  hejhews  Mercy  to  thou- 
fands,  and  from  Generation  to  Generation -,  and 
frequently  checks  his  Anger,  and  puts  a  flop 
to  his  Vengeance,  and  trys  again  and  again 
by  various  Ways  and  Methods  of  Compaffi- 
on  to  effedl  the  great  End  he  has  before  him, 
Man's  Amendment,  here  and  his  Salvation  for 
ever.  But  the  future  State  is  the  Place  of 
Acceptance,  in  which  a  juft  GOD  can  receive 
none,  nor  {hew  Mercy  to  any,  but  on  the 
eternal  and  immutable  Ground  of  Reafon 
and  Equity  ;  as  they  have  in  their  former 
State  ftrove  with  Uprightnefs  and  Sinceri- 
ty, in  an  undiflembled  Love  of  Truth  and 
all  Goodnefs,  to  purify  themfelves  as  he  is  pure, 
or,  in  other  Words,  to  imitate  the  Divine  mo- 
ral Perfections  in  every  thing,  and  to  merit,  as 
much  as  may  be,  Salvation  thro*  Jefus  Chrift 
by  a  conftant  and  confirm'd  Habit  of  Virtue. 

To  this  it  is,  and  thro*  him  only,  that  the 
infinite  Mercy  of  Go  Din  the  World  to  come 
relates.  There  he  neither  does,  nor  can,  for- 
give any,  but  on  the  Terms  of  the  Gofpel ; 
and,  confequently,  none  can  be  faved  here 'af- 
ter, but  as  they  fulfil  the  Laws  of  Righteouf- 
nefs  here,  with  all  Diligence  and  Circum- 
fpe&ion.  If  a  Man  continues  to  the  laft  irre- 
claimably  evil,  he  cannot  but  be  eternally 
miferable  :  If  he  repents  and  renews  his  Dif- 
pofition,  from  the  Love  of  all  Sin  to  the  Love 
of  all  Good,  he  cannot  but  be  faved,  he  muft 
be  for  ever  happy  :  not,  in  the  Nature  of  things, 
any  farther  than  he  approach'd  towards  mo- 
I  2  ra  I 
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ral  Perfection  \  but  fupernaturally,  in  a  coin 
plete  and  perfedt  manner,  for  the  fake,  or 
thro*  the  Merits,  of  Jefus  Chrifl  ;  who  died 
to  clean fe  the  fmcerely  Good  from  all  Sin, 
that  is,  from  the  condemning  Power  of  'all Sin , 
even  from  the  inherent  Depravity  of  it,  which 
they  were  not  able  altogether  to  fubdue  and 
Conquer.  The  Condition  of  fuch  is  truly  pi- 
tiable, and  therefore  their  Salvation  is  fecure 
jnCbrift:  The  wilfully  and  perverlly  Wick- 
ed deferve  no  Pity,  and  therefore  perifi. 

SOME  indeed  have  thought,  for  want  of 
confidering  rightly  the  Terms  of  Salvation, 
that  it  will  be  the  general  Tenor  of  a  Man's 
Life,  in  the  Senfe  of  his  having  in  it  more  of 
Good  than  Evil,  or  more  of  Evil  than  Good, 
that  mall  determine  the  Happinefs  or  Mifery 
of  his  State  hereafter  :  But  the  Queftion  then 
is,  what  will  be  the  Fate  of  thole  who  are  as 
it  were  in  an  Equilibrium  between  Good  or  E- 
vil,  or  in  whom  neither  the  one  nor  t'other 
do  at  all  prevail?  For  amidft  the  many  differ- 
ent Degrees  of  Men  in  Virtue  and  Vice,  this 
Cafe  may  be  frequently  fuppofed.  Shall  fuch 
Men  have  neither  Reward  nor  Punifliment, 
be  neither  happy  or  miferable  ?  This  is  fenfc- 
lefs  and  abfurd.  The  Recourfe  has  therefore 
been  to  a  f  urging  Punifiment>  as  neceflary 
to  burn  up  the  Drofs  in  thefe,  and  even  in  the 
end  to  confume  the  Souls  of  the  defperatcly 
Wicked.  But  this  Opinion  is  fo  little  to  the 
Purpofc,  that  it  is  neither  philo/bphical  nor 
Chriftian.  Can  fpiritualSubilances  be  burnt  up, 
pr  purged  like  Gold,  in  a  fiery  Furnn^ 
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What  Notions  muft  the  Ancients  have  had, 
of  Souls,  when  they  thought  and  wrote  in 
this  manner?  They  might  be  Men  of  Piety i, 
but  not  Men  of  Reajbn. 

'T  i  s  true,  the  more  good  a  Man  is  now, 
the  more  happy  he  will  be  hereafter ;  and 
the  more  wicked  the  more  miferable :  But 
'tis  not  the  Dodtrine  of  natural  or  revealed 
Truth,  that  a  Man  fhall  be  faved,  for  having 
had  in  him  more  of  Good  than  Evil  ;  or  be 
damned,  for  having  had  more  of  Evil  than 
Good  ;  or  be  neither  faved  nor  damned,  for 
being  in  a  Poize  between  both.  For  one  Sin 
may  damn  a  Man,  as  well  as  a  thoufand: 
Nay,  'tis  poflible  that  one  may  do  it,  when  a 
thoufand  will  not ;  that  is,  when  thefe  are 
repented  of ]  and  the  other  wilfully  retained : 
For  'tis  not  Sin  itfelf,  but  the  Obftinacy  of 
Sin,  that  works  the  Condemnation.  He  that 
thus  offends  in  one  Point  is  guilty  of  all y  or  as 
much  a  Tranfgreflfor,  tho'  not  fo  heinous  an 
one,  of  the  Laws  of  GOD,  and  will  be  as 
furely  punifh'd  for  that  one,  as  if  he  broke 
them  all.  If  our  right  Hand  or  right  Eye, 
offend  us,  that  is,  if  there  be  in  our  Hearts 
any  one  beloved  Luft  that  betrays  us  into  Sin, 
we  muft  get  rid  even  of  that  alfo,  or  be  caft 
into  Hell-Fire.  In  fhort,  every  Man  will  be 
naturally  happy  or  miferable  in  Proportion  to 
his  Works,  and  to  the  nature  and  kind  of 
them  ;  but  no  Man  can  be  for  ever  perfectly 
happy  thro*  Chrift,  but  he  that,  either  by 
Habit  or  true  Repentance,  is  an  Enemy  to  all 
Sin,  and  keeps  conftantly  in  his  Heart  a  true 
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Love  of  GOD  and  all  Gocdnefs,  and  in  every 
thing  forms  his  Life  and  Conversion  upon 
that  unfhaken  Principle. 

BUT  give  me  leave  to  add,  before  I  dif- 
mifs  this  Topic,  That  tho'  I  have  argued 
againft  pofitive  Punifhrnents  from  the  Hand 
of  GOD  ;  and  do  think,  that  the  natural  Ef- 
feds  of  Sin,  \nftaining  the  Mind,  corrupt- 
ing the  Will,  arid  thereby  wounding  the  Con- 
fcience,  but  efpecially  by  its  Wilfulnefs  and 
Obftinacy,  are  fufficient  alone  to  torment 
the  Soul  for  ever  -,  and  might  perhaps  go  far- 
ther, and  fay,  GOD  cannot  in  Truth  and 
Reafon  render  more  unto  Sinners  than  the 
Wages  of  Sin,  than  what,  I  mean,  is  natu- 
rally due  to  every  Man,  according  to  bis 
Works  :  Yet  it  would  be  againft  Reafon  and 
Scripture  to  fay  the  fame  of  the  Rewards  of 
Goodnefs  and  Virtue,  /'.  e.  either  that  they 
will  not,  or  cannot  be,  in  a  future  State,  po- 
fithe  by  the  mere  Will  of  GOD,  any  more 
than  Punifornents;  for  GOD  may  in  the  Rea- 
fon of  Things  be  as  good,  and  kind  and  boun- 
tiful to  the  juft  Objects  of  his  Mercy  as  he 
pleafes,  becaufe  in  fo  doing  he  contradids  no 
tnoral  Property  whatever :  Whereas  to  in- 
flidl  more  Punifhment  upon  Sinners  than  is 
naturally  and  properly  due  to  'em,  would  be 
acting  with  Injuftice,  and  againft  the  Wifdom 
and  Purity  of  his  divine  Government. 

ACCORDINGLY,  the  Scripture  always 
reprefents  eternal  Life  as  freely  given,  and 
poftihcly  beftowed:  No  Man  tan  merit  it, 
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by  any  of,    or  all,    his  Actions.     Naturally 
every  Man  muft  have  perijhed >   becaufe  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  the  beft  Men  is  vaftly  defied 
ent,  and  any  one  Sin  wilfully  committed  or  im- 
penitently  retained,  is  enough  to  make  a  Man 
miferable  for  ever :  But  the  Joys  of  Heaven  are 
the  Gift  of  GOD  thro    Jefus  Chrift,  and  St. 
Paul  tells  us  they  are  fuch,  as  Eye  hath  n6t 
feen,  nor  Ear  heard,  neither  can  it  enter  into 
the  Heart  of  Man  to  conceive.     We  cannot 
conceive,  what  GOD  has  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him  ;  but  if  it  was  only  the  natural 
Effects  of  moral  Goodnefs,  fuch  as  Peace  of 
Confcience,  and  Joy  in  the  Holy  Gboft,  a  good 
Man  might  conceive  it :  And  therefore,  the 
future  Rewards  of  Piety  and  Virtue  are  not 
only  natural,  but  pofitive  ;  vaftly  fuperior  to 
what  we  as  Men  deferve,  and  thereby  exceed- 
ingly fitted  to  excite  our  Defires  of,  and  En- 
deavours after,  them.     All  the  Divine  Fa~ 
vours  are  defigned  as  Spurs  to  Virtue,  but  the 
Riches  of  G  o  D'S   Mercy  in    Chrift  exceed 
them  all,  and  ought  therefore  in  Proportion 
to  influence  our  Practice ;    or   elfe,    it  will 
greatly  aggravate  our  Punifhment  on  the  one 
Hand,    as  it  would  augment  our  Reward  on 
the  other. 

THIS!  know  is  an  intricate  Subject,  and 
has  been  varioujly  handled,  but  not  in  every 
thing  to  general  Satisfaction.  Therefore  to 
fettle  my  own  Thoughts,  as  well  as  to  ajfift 
and  dirett  others  in  the  purfuit  of  Truth ;  I 
have  endeavoured  to  fix  it  on  fuch  a  Foun- 
dation as  I  think  will  not  eafly  be  Jhaken.  I 
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have  drawn  it  down  from  its  eternal  Sourcey 
the  Nature  and  Reafon  of  Things,  on  which 
natural  Religion  itfelf  is  founded  \  and  have 
explained  revealed  Religion  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner, as  touching  this  Dottrine,  as  to  make 
it  entirely  agree  with  that,  to  ferve  the  Ends 
and  Purpofes  of  which  all  Revelation  has 
been  given,  viz.  for  Doftrine,  for  Reproof^ 
for  Correction,  for  Inftruttion  in  Righteouf- 
nefs ;  that  the  Man  of  G  o  D,  that  is,  all  re- 
ligious and  well-difpofed  Perfons,  may  be  per- 
feft,  and  throughly  furnijhed  to  all  good  Works. 
I  F  this  be  the  right  and  only  proper  View 
that  every  Chriftian  Doctrine  hath  before  it, 
I  perfuade  myfelf  I  have  proceeded  in  the 
Way  of  Truth  \  as  I  have  plainly  (hewn, 
that  the  Eternity  of  Hell-Torments  taught 
and  explained  in  my  Method,  tends  to  pro- 
mote moral  Virtue  and  Goodnefs,  and  the 
other  Scheme  to  deflroy  every  Thing  good 
and  religious :  But  of  this,  let  every  Man 
judge  for  himfelf. 
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